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                                                                 4 February 2022 

 

 
Dear Families, 

 

We have had a very productive week as we edge towards the end of a busy half term. Our School motto 

‘Aspire, Achieve, Enjoy’ embodies everything we do at Twickenham School. Please do encourage your child 

to utilise every opportunity that comes their way both inside the classroom but also through the extensive 

range of extra-curricular clubs that are on offer. 

 

This week was target setting week and students have all had the opportunity to sit down and speak with their 

tutor about their progress. They have chosen three targets to focus on for the rest of this year and I would 

encourage you to discuss these at home regularly so we can work together to ensure your child is supported 

to achieve these targets and more. My thanks to all staff who have worked tirelessly to ensure this week has 

been such a success. 

 

I attended the English KS3 Mock trials on Monday. It was humbling to see how focused, prepared and amazing 

our students were to perform with such confidence and to such a high standard. The magistrate attending 

was very complimentary about them all. My thanks to Miss Wafa for organising this magnificent opportunity. 

 

I was equally as impressed and moved by the beautiful piano pieces played by Elson Pupla to open the daily 

assemblies. Working hard, hours of practice and having aspirations are key ingredients which students like 

Elson embody.  

 

Year 9 are approaching a pivotal point in their school career. Next week, we welcome parents in for the Year 

9 Options evening where you will hear more information about the options process. Working together to 

ensure that your child makes informed choices about what they will study for their examinations is crucial. 

Thank you to the families who have already responded, please do let us know if you are able to attend. Thank 

you also to all the families who attended the Year 11 Parents’ evening last night.  

 

Next week, we will be taking part in Children’s Mental Health Week by having a non-uniform day on Friday 

11th February to raise funds for ‘Place 2 Be’. Students who wish to take part are invited to donate £1.00 via 

Squid. Throughout the week, students will have opportunities to learn more about mental health and wellbeing 

strategies that promote good mental health.   

 

We are delighted to welcome Karen Ali from the charity, Mind who will be offering drop in sessions every 

Wednesday lunchtime to our students. The sessions will begin on 23rd February. 

 

Friends of Twickenham School are kindly meeting again on Monday 6pm this time online. If you are interested 

and available, do please join the team- they are so welcoming and it is a pleasure to work with such a dedicated 

and supportive team of parents. 

 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend, 

 

Assal Ruse 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 
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Science 

 

Twickenham into space! 

 

There is one planet that we know of which is populated exclusively by 

robots - Mars.  

 

Year 7 students showed budding engineering skills to build amazing 

Mars landers out of paper, as part of their Space unit. They have been 

studying approaches to finding out about alien life in other parts of our 

galaxy, and are now focussing their attention on the planet Mars. 

Students did an amazing job in designing and building their own landers, 

paying careful attention to payloads and mass, as it is a delicate and 

tricky task landing a heavy craft safely and in one piece, even in Martian 

gravity! 

Spring    January – April 2022 

Year 9 Options Evening  Thursday 10 February  6.30pm-7.30pm 

Half Term  Monday 14 February – Friday 18 February  

Year 11 Mock Exams  Monday 21 February – Friday 4 March 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  Thursday 24 February  

Year 10 National Apprenticeship Show Tuesday 1st March  

World Book Day  Thursday 3rd March  

National Careers Week  Monday 7 March – Friday 11 March 

Dress to Impress Careers Day  Thursday 10 March  

SEND Forum for Parents Wednesday 16 March  

Last day of Spring Term  Friday 1 April  

Easter Holidays Monday 4 April – Monday 18 April  

All students return to school  Tuesday 19 April  

Key Dates – Spring Term   
 

In and around school  
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Physical Education 

 

It was fantastic for the Year 8 boy’s football team to get their season underway against Turing House on 

Monday. The boys played with passion, and Milan pulled off some fantastic saves throughout the game.  

 

 
 

On Tuesday, the Year 8/9 boys’ basketball team also played out a close game with Turing House.  

 

Next week we have another busy week of fixtures including, Year 8/9 boys’ basketball playoff game, and the 

Year 9 girls will be travelling to the Borough Touch Rugby festival. We wish them all the very best of luck! 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

 

The UK Maths Trust Junior Math Challenge may not be until April, bur our dedicated Year 7 and Year 8 

Master Learners are starting their preparations early by challenging each other at the Friday lunchtime maths 

club. Well done to our mathematicians. 
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Master Learner Calendar - Spring Term 

 

What is available beyond the classroom for our Master Learners? 

 

Spring term brings new challenges and fresh starts. We look forward to seeing Master Learners show initiative 

in their studies both inside and beyond the classroom. This provision outline is in addition to our 

comprehensive enrichment programme and ensures all students have something to strive towards and 

challenge themselves with. We encourage families, to discuss these opportunities with students and encourage 

participation in the new term. Students can ask their teachers for more information on any of the items below.  

 

Supra-curricular   Linklaters Business Foundation Course- 3 day work experience at a law firm  

English  Literary Lunch 

 Poetry by Heart Competition in collaboration with Drama 

 Wider reading lists found on Learning Journeys  

 Torch Magazine contributions and editorial team  

 'Magistrates' Court Mock Trial (KS3)  

 Bar Mock Trial (KS4) 

Maths   Preliminary rounds for UKMT competition  

 Elite mentoring; Level 2 FSM Additional Maths Qualification 

Science  Crest Award  

 STEM club  

 6th Form Masterclass links  

History  Young History book critic -  book review of historical fiction 

Geography  BET Climate Conference (KS3) 

 Green Plan It 

RS  KS4 Drop Down Debate  

 Termly debate (KS3)  

MFL  Student led French Club in collaboration with Madame Tonella  

Drama  Poetry by Heart Competition in collaboration with English  

 Richmond Upon Thames Parliament Square Performance  

Dance  Twickenham School Dance Company (TSDC) performance for IGNITE  

 RUTC Master classes  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  
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Music   Assembly performance contributions  

 Richmond Music Trust tuition  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  

Art and Design   Surrey Sculpture Society Sculpture Showcase 2022 - Landmark Arts Centre, 

Teddington  

PE  Inter-House competitions 

 Sports teams representation  

Business   FTSE ‘Fantasy’ Fund Manager 

 

 

Past Pupil Success  

 

We would like to send our congratulations to Luke Plange, former Twickenham School student, who is going 

from strength to strength in his football career.  Please click on link for latest news: 

https://www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/derby-county-birmingham-davies-plange-

6574047.amp 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A Laureate’s Take 

 

Each week our Poet Laureate, Theodore Ho, will be posting either an original or 

published poem for our community’s delight and consideration.  

 

 
I smelled a smell 

  

I smelled a smell,  

It’s so familiar but I can’t tell.  

Has my sense of smell failed?  

Does my body enclose screams wailed?  

I hope not.  

But still, my body continues to rot.  

Is my end finally near?  

Can I overcome my fear?  

Healing means some freedoms are lost, 

https://www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/derby-county-birmingham-davies-plange-6574047.amp
https://www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/derby-county-birmingham-davies-plange-6574047.amp
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Time and patience are its’ cost.  

But what do I have, except many a lonely while?  

Disease kidnapped me, and ransomed my smile.  

What should I do?  

Either surrender or start anew? 

Will I be a happy patient 

Or a sad, healthy man?  

 

       

© Theodore Ho 

  

Behind the Pen   

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

 

“The inspiration of this poem is quite simple. I saw some people on social media saying they have long term 

diseases, but they do not want to heal because the healing process makes them feel like they lose a certain 

amount of freedom. I tried to empathise and express such feelings through my poem here, and found that 

actually ‘healing’ and ‘disease’ could be interpreted in a great many ways – everyone I am sure feels there 

are times where they find themselves struggling and the process to work through it all can be painful and 

challenging. 

 

This in fact will be my last poem as Poet Laureate at Twickenham School, and I therefore wanted to say how 

grateful I am to have had this opportunity. I certainly hope my own poems, and those I selected, were a 

pleasant read over the last few months. Thank you and goodbye.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English as an Additional Language club 

 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) club take place every Monday lunchtime in F93 with Ms Charlton. 

Students who are learning English are welcome to come along and play games, develop their spoken English 

and make new friends. You can also bring your lunch. Come along and join in the fun! 

 

 

Clubs 
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Basketball Club 

 

Twickenham School are extremely grateful to Stirling Arkroyd Estate Agents in Whitton for sponsoring our 

new basketball kit. Basketball has taken off at Twickenham School this year, and it is something we, as a school 

are excited about. Having this new kit comes at the perfect time as our teams enter the play-off stages of the 

Borough Leagues. Thank you Stirling Arkroyd to contributing to promoting basketball at Twickenham School. 
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Message from The Friends of Twickenham School  

 

The Friends of Twickenham School are holding a very short meeting on Monday 7 February at 6pm 

online.  Please join us to plan a quiz night in March, car parking in Feb/March and the St George's Day stall for 

April. We would also like to plan an International Night for the summer term, celebrating the many different 

nations represented in Twickenham School - but that can only happen with a good number of volunteers 

willing to organise it, so if you are keen, make sure you join us and we can put together a team to get this off 

the ground. 

 

We would love to see you on Monday - if you can join us, please email sarahbrindley1@gmail.com or 

sarahptatwicksch@gmail.com and we will be in touch with details to access the meeting on Zoom. 

 

We hope you have a lovely weekend, 

Sarah Ricketts and Sarah Brindley 

 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

 

 
 

 

 

Half Term 

Performance 

Skills Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Dramacube this half term for an adrenaline-fuelled, performance skills session with TikTok’s Holly Hos. 

Holly Hos is an Actor, Presenter and Online Content Creator.  She is best known for her TikTok Comedy 

Sketch Show, Helga and Mummy.   

 

Students attending the workshop will spend the day working with Holly developing their Performance Skills 

through drama games, improvisation and screen-acting techniques.  Holly will be sharing some top Social 

Media tips to all those aspiring TikTok stars out there and helping students to build their confidence as young 

performers.  Holly will also be discussing online safety. 

 

For more information about Holly Hos and to watch her online series check her out on TikTok @THEHOS 

or Insta @_THEHOS 

 

Notices  

 

Children's Mental Health Week is taking place between 7-13 February 2022.  

 

On Friday 11 February, we will be hosting a non-uniform day to raise funds for the 

children’s mental health charity, Place 2 Be. Students can make a donation of £1.00 via 

SQUID.  

 

Throughout the week, students will have opportunities to learn about mental health and 

wellbeing strategies that promote good mental health. This year's theme is Growing 

Together. We will be encouraging children (and adults) to consider how they have 

grown, and how they can help others to grow personally and academically. 

 

mailto:sarahbrindley1@gmail.com
mailto:sarahptatwicksch@gmail.com
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Workshop Details 

Date: Friday 18th February 2022 

Time: 9:30-4pm 

Venue: Hampton Hill Theatre 

Age Group:  11-18 yrs 

Price: £45 

 

To book, visit www.dramacubeproductions.co.uk or email contact@dramacube.co.uk 

 

 

Performing Arts Half Term Masterclasses 

 

Is your child interested in song writing? 

Is your child interested in theatre make-up and special effects? 

 

This half term, Richmond Theatre are offering a Song writing Masterclass 

and a Special Effects Make-Up Masterclass for young people aged 11-18. 

Here are the links to the events: 

  

Songwriting Masterclass, 3 hours, Tuesday 15th February, from £20 

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/songwriting-workshop-hooks-lines-and-bars/richmond-theatre/ 

 “Hone your top line hook writing over instrumentals and loops. Learn what makes a song memorable and 

explore different approaches to generating ideas quickly.” 

Useful for aspiring musicians, GCSE students or hobby musicians alike.  

 

Special effects make-up Masterclass, 2 hours, Thursday 17th February, from £27 

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/special-effects-make-up-masterclass/richmond-theatre/ 

 

“Kate has worked for over 15 years in the film, TV and theatre industries as a Theatrical and Special Effects 

Makeup Artist, working with directors and producers on hundreds of different productions across the UK 

and Europe. Kate is known for her love of horror FX and brings her own unique take on horror to her family-

friendly workshops! 

Using a highly imaginative visual approach to her workshops, Kate has had continued success over many years 

working with young people in schools, colleges and theatres, allowing students of all ages, abilities and cultural 

backgrounds to engage in and explore this unique subject. Kate’s Special FX sessions encourage participants 

to express their imagination and curiosity, whilst allowing them to explore this diverse film and theatre subject 

in a fun, exciting and safe environment! 

Using safe, skin friendly and washable products, Kate will guide the group through a step by step approach to 

creating and applying “casualty” style special effects, using products that can easily be re-created at home.” 

Useful for aspiring and developing artists, costume designers, make-up artists, GCSE Drama, art or Dance 

students and anyone who would like to try a new skill.  

  

We do hope to have some of our aspirational students at the theatre for these creative learning opportunities. 

If your child gets involved, please share with us via info@twickenhamschool.org.uk or via our social media: 

 

Facebook: Twickenham School 

Twitter: @Twick_Sch  

 

Richmond Theatre do not want cost to be prohibitive to attending this event. If you 

have concerns, they may be able to help.  

Please contact  richmondcl@theambassadors.com for more information. 

 

 

 

http://www.dramacubeproductions.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Nicola.Hogan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/GIM9UNBZ/Songwriting%20Masterclass,%203%20hours,%20Tuesday%2015th%20February,%20from%20£20%20https:/www.atgtickets.com/shows/songwriting-workshop-hooks-lines-and-bars/richmond-theatre/
file:///C:/Users/Nicola.Hogan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/GIM9UNBZ/Songwriting%20Masterclass,%203%20hours,%20Tuesday%2015th%20February,%20from%20£20%20https:/www.atgtickets.com/shows/songwriting-workshop-hooks-lines-and-bars/richmond-theatre/
https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/special-effects-make-up-masterclass/richmond-theatre/
mailto:info@twickenhamschool.org.uk
mailto:%20richmondcl@theambassadors.com
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Nominate a young person for the Rotary Young Citizen Awards. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click on link for more information about the Rotary 

Young Citizen Awards and how to nominate one of our 

students. 

 

Rotary Young Citizen Awards 2021/2022 

 

 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T3529P6
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