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Dear Families, 

 

I hope you all had a lovely half term. The beginning of the Spring half term has certainly been very busy and 

vibrant. It has been a pleasure to welcome our students back and I would like to thank you for your ongoing 

support in ensuring that your child has returned to school looking smart, fully equipped and ready for learning.  

 

My thanks to the Year 9 families who attended Parents’ Evening last night. We thoroughly appreciate your 

support so that we can work together at this very important time in the school calendar. If you were unable 

to attend the evening and would like to speak to a member of staff, please contact 

Info@twickenhamschool.org.uk and we will arrange this for you. Following our Options Evening, please note 

the deadline for the Year 9 Options Form is Monday 28th February.  

 

Year 11 have started their mock examinations and have been extremely impressive in their approach to these 

exams throughout this week.  This is a crucial time for them to be focused, revising regularly and doing 

everything possible to aspire and maximise their potential. Please do encourage your child to revise at home 

and make sure they have the correct resources including a quiet space to study.  

 

Year 10 families will receive the second monitoring point data on Monday. They will be sent  home 

electronically to all families.  

 

Yesterday, current and perspective Music GCSE students attended a trip to the Royal Opera House. It was 

wonderful to hear how students had opportunities to develop their cultural capital and visit such a place of 

interest in relation to their programme of study. The students were impeccably behaved throughout – I expect 

nothing less from Twickenham School students. We received a lovely comment from a school helper who 

accompanied the students – ‘The students were wonderfully behaved, engaged and so much fun to be with’. 

 

As part of our whole school literacy programme, the English department are busy preparing a full programme 

for World Book day which is on Thursday 3 March. This year, we are celebrating the 25th year of World Book 

day so we hope it will be a memorable and exciting experience for every student. There will be competitions 

and activities throughout the day and across all subjects. Please do encourage your child to fully immerse 

themselves in these celebrations including coming to school dressed as their favourite book character. 

 

I wrote to you this week following the recent changes to the covid government guidelines. Our priority 

remains the same which is to ensure our whole Twickenham School community stays safe. Although not 

compulsory, students are welcomed and encouraged to wear facemasks in and around the school building.  

 

Students, parents and carers are also kindly encouraged to complete the EDI, (Equality, Diversity & Inclusion) 

survey on behalf. of our Trust. 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 
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Monday 14 March will be Inset day. The school will be closed to students in Years 7-10. Year 11 students will 

be expected to attend as we will be doing intervention sessions with them in preparation for their GCSE 

exams. 

 

I would like to convey my huge thanks in advance, to the wonderful Friends of Twickenham School, who are 

giving up their time on Saturday to organise the rugby parking on the school site - forever going over and 

above for our school. Please see information at the end of the newsletter with regards to the AGM on 28 

February, and Quiz Night on 25 March. 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Assal Ruse 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring    January – April 2022 

Year 11 Mock Exams  Monday 28 February – Friday 4 March 

Friends of Twickenham School AGM Monday 28 February 6pm (online) 

World Book Day  Thursday 3rd March  

Dress to Impress Careers Day  Thursday 10 March  

Inset day (school closed for students in Years 7-10 

Year 11 students in school) 
Monday 14 March 

SEND Forum for Parents Wednesday 16 March  

Friends of Twickenham School Quiz Night  Friday 25 March  

Last day of Spring Term  Friday 1 April  

Easter Holidays Monday 4 April – Monday 18 April  

All students return to school  Tuesday 19 April  

Key Dates – Spring Term   
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Musical Assembly Performance 

 

Before breaking up for the half term, five skilled Twickenham School representatives ventured to St Edmund’s 

Catholic Primary School to inspire Year 3 and 4 students with their musical repertoire. 

  

The set list of choice: 

 

Fabio Vranes-Pena performed Air on the G String by J.S. Bach and Stand by Me by Ben E. King on the piano.  

Noah Tang performed Flute quartet in D Major K285, 2nd Movement, by W.A. Mozart on the flute.  

Caitlyn Duomo performs Terminal 2 N. Bera-Tagrine on the piano.  

Eden Rose Torto performed Ausencias by A. Piazzolla on the flute.  

Maddy Chung performed A Whole New World from Aladdin on the piano. 

  

St Edmund’s Headteacher said, “We were totally blown away by your young musicians - THANK 

YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! They were such amazing ambassadors for the school. The children in 

Year 3 and Year 4 loved them and what an amazing start to the day.” 

 

The performance marks the first of a half termly opportunity for our musicians to inspire younger children 

through instrumental and vocal performances. Musicians have been performing in our own assemblies over 

the last 2 half terms and will continue to showcase their ever-growing ability in weeks to come. More students 

will have the opportunity to perform both at school and in our community as we share our love of music.  

We are so proud to be celebrating a shared love of music and creativity with St Edmund’s and inspiring future 

performers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English - World Book Day Literary Mastermind Champion 2022 

 

The English Department are hosting a Master Learner Mastermind 

competition on World Book Day on Thursday 3 March. It will 

take place after school in the Drama Studio 3:15pm-4:15pm.  

 

Each of the 5 contestants will be an English Master Learner – one 

from each year group. They will be quizzed in round one on their 

specialist subject (their favourite book) and in round two on 

general knowledge questions.  

 

The winner will be crowned Literary Mastermind 2022 Champion. 

In and around school  
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All are welcome to attend -  parents, friends, and staff. Please register at Reception and make your way to the 

Drama Studio (F51) from 3pm onwards. 

We cannot wait! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day takes place on Thursday 3 March 2022 

and the whole school will be celebrating.  

 

The English Department are busying away with 

preparations of competitions aplenty, but as is customary 

on WBD, we are hosting another Book Costume 

Competition. All students (and staff) are invited to dress 

up as a literary character.  

 

Students can come to school on Thursday 3 March 

dressed as a character and the best costumes per 

year will win a prize. So get creative Twickenham!  

 

 

 

We are very excited to welcome Sgt Brannigan of the Physical Training Corps to Twickenham School. 

Sgt Brannigan was part of the Force Atlantic team which broke the Guinness World Record for the 

fastest crossing of a mixed team of 4 of the Atlantic in a rowing boat. 

 

Sgt Brannigan will be visiting Twickenham School on Friday 4th March to speak to our P.E. Master Learner 

students. 
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A Laureate’s Take 

 

Each week our Poet Laureate, Tijs de Jong, will be posting either an original or 

published poem for our community’s delight and consideration.  

 

 

 

The Poet Laureate 
 

The word laureate makes me envision a job.  

Working hard for the simple reason of expectation,  

An expectation to put in the work, put in the hours.  

An expectation to do the task set before me.  

  

The word poetry makes me picture meaning -  

The meaning of the world.  

Helps me make sense of confusion,   

With the world of language at my fingertips.  

  

The title of Poet Laureate enables expression:  

Enables me to explain,  

To delight, 

To entice, 

  

For the newest Poet Laureate, is named Tijs.      

 

© Tijs de Jong 

 

Behind the Pen  

  

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

 

“As the newly appointed Poet Laureate I wanted to ensure in my first poem I introduced a taste as to the 

type of themes I plan on exploring in my work. I am conscious of the responsibility this title carries, and 

definitely do not take it lightly. I therefore hope I’ve provided a sense of what you can expect from me, and 

how I very much look forward to creating and sharing my work with you all in the future.” 
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Clubs 
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The Physical Education department have introduced a new club to their extra-curricular timetable. We warmly 

welcome Miss Isikgun who will be taking Martial Arts classes every Tuesday, after school, and is open to all 

year groups. 

 

We strongly encourage all our students to attend at least one extra-curricular club a week. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of Twickenham School AGM – Monday 28 Feb 6pm online 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We need 15 minutes of your time! 

We would like to invite you to the Friends of Twickenham School AGM.  We promise we will keep it brief 

(15 minutes). Due to rising Omicron cases, we will meet online which should also make it easier for parents 

to access.  As a charity, we are obliged to hold an annual general meeting, but this also gives us the chance to 

report back on how much money we raised, what we spent it on, welcome new parents, and elect a chair, 

treasurer and secretary. 

We are going to hold our AGM on Monday 28 February 2022 at 6pm online.  For details of how to join, 

please email sarahbrindley1@gmail.com and she will give you  zoom access nearer the time. 

As a charity, we really do need lots of parents to attend to make the AGM viable legally, so please do join us.  

If anyone would like to nominate themselves or someone else for chair, treasurer or secretary, you will need 

to email Sarah Brindley beforehand.  

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Notices  

mailto:sarahbrindley1@gmail.com
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Quiz Night 

 

Our Quiz Night is back this March! A fun night out for all the family and only £5 per ticket on Friday 25th 

March. Doors open 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. There will be great prizes and we promise lots of fun! Get your 

teams together and get your quiz on! Spaces are limited so pre-booking is advised.  

See you there!  

Friends of Twickenham School.  

 

 

 

Kingston College Open Event 

 

Kingston College will be holding an Open Event on Saturday 26 February, 10am to 1pm. At the event they 

will be showcasing exciting new courses for 2022’s school leavers. These include Complementary Therapies, 

Environmental Sustainability, Hybrid/Electric Vehicle Maintenance, Policing & Criminology, Robotics, 

Understanding Mental Health & Wellbeing, and A Level + (students can study a combination of BTECs and A 

Levels). 

 

Students wishing to attend can register here. The event includes Principal’s Talks, the opportunity to talk to 

tutors and students, tours of the college and the opportunity to talk to a member of the careers and additional 

learning support teams. 

 

 

 

50% off junior six week sports courses 

 

Available courses at Whitton Sports & Fitness Centre, Shene Sports & Fitness Centre and Teddington Sports 

Centre include gymnastics, karate and judo.  

 

Click on the link below or call 020 3772 2999 to book now. 

 

Book here 

 

 

Twickenham Bonsai Club display  

 

The Twickenham Bonsai Club would like to invite students and parents to their 

display on Sunday 27 February at between 10am-4pm at Twickenham School. 

There will be a demo by Harry Harrington (11am-3pm), as seen on Gardeners 

World. 

Amazing raffle prizes and refreshments available on the day. 

 

If you enjoy the display and demonstrations and hope to take up the hobby, 

you are very welcome to join the club. 

 

 

Administration and Finance Officer Vacancy at Bishop Perrin CE Primary School  

 

Bishop Perrin CE Primary School in Whitton are advertising for an Administration and Finance Officer to 

work in their school office, starting after the Easter Holidays. Please click on the link below to take you to 

the job advert, job description, person spec and application form if you are interested. Please contact Bishop 

Perrin School directly (0208 894 1447) if you have any questions. 

 

https://www.eteach.com/job/administration-and-finance-officer-1213978  

 

https://stcg.ac.uk/exciting-new-courses-at-kingston-college-for-2022
https://stcg.ac.uk/events/event/70-kingston-college-open-event
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/sports/sports_centres_junior_programmes
https://www.eteach.com/job/administration-and-finance-officer-1213978

