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                    Newsletter                              
                                                                   21st March 2022 

 

 
Dear Families, 

 

How lovely to welcome longer days and lots of sunshine. Last year, we built a wonderful outdoor learning 

environment and it has been heartening to see classes making use of this once more. During staff training, we 

discussed how research shows the positive impact outdoor learning has on young people, and we fully 

embrace this at Twickenham School. 

 

It gives me great pleasure to announce that our students’ work for the Empowered Poetry competition 

anthology has now been officially published and will sit in the British Library archives. Congratulation to our 

talented and hard-working students, Sara Mendes Morais, Petya Avramova, Eden-Rose Torto and Frshta 

Mohammed. I am equally proud to share with you the second publication of our Torch magazine. Please do 

buy a copy and see the outstanding work produced by our students. 

 

My thanks to Hampton School for hosting our students last week to a lecture by the renowned biographer, 

Sir Anthony Seldon, speaking on ‘The Good, The Bad and The Ugly!’ Prime What a fantastic cultural capital 

opportunity for our students. 

 

We had a very productive INSET day last Monday. Year 11 came in for an extended day, and worked hard 

towards their exams in the Summer. I am very impressed with how they are preparing and engaging so 

maturely and thoroughly. We will do everything we can to make sure they are supported to have the very 

best outcomes in the Summer. During the Easter holidays, staff will be coming in to run revision sessions. 

More information to follow. 

 

Last week, we welcomed a team from the BBC who came in to film Munira Wilson, our hugely supportive 

local MP, to discuss education for the BBC Sunday Politics Show. They spoke to some of our students who 

were excellent ambassadors for our school. Thank you to Munira, who offers us the most unwavering support 

in our journey to outstanding.  

 

My thanks to the friends of Twickenham School who once again spent last weekend raising money for us for 

the rugby car parking. Some of this money will go towards new outdoor basketball rings for use during break 

and lunch times. 

 

Lastly, a reminder that we break up for Easter on Friday 1 April. Students will be dismissed from school at 

12.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a lovely rest of week. 

 

Assal Ruse 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 
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It was an honour to host our local MP and huge supporter of our school, Munira Wilson, who came in to film 

for Sunday’s BBC politics show. The team spoke to Ms Ruse and some of our wonderful students who spoke 

beautifully to the BBC team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring    March – April 2022 

Friends of Twickenham School Quiz Night  Friday 25 March   7.30pm – 9.30pm 

Last day of Spring Term  Friday 1 April 12.30pm 

Easter Holidays Monday 4 April – Monday 18 April  

Easter Revision for Year 11 Monday 4 April – Friday 15 April  

All students return to school  Tuesday 19 April  

Key Dates – Spring Term   
 

In and around school  
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Empowered Poetry competition 

 

 

 

We are proud to announce that our students’ work for the Empowered 

Poetry competition anthology has now been officially published. Their work 

will sit in our library, as well as the British Library archives, and will be 

distributed in schools across the region.  

 

Well done to Sara Mendes Morais, Petya Avramova, Eden-Rose Torto and 

Frshta Mohammed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Elections 

 

Students have been engaging in Mi-Voice voting this week. This is a 

chance for students to have their opinion heard and be represented by 

a youth representative from our local area. All students have the 

opportunity to vote – please follow the instructions on the poster. If 

you have not already voted, please contact Miss Stewart for your 

unique voting code.  

 

Ms Tonella's tutor group had great fun watching and reading the 

student manifestos before voting during Tutor time on Thursday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History 

 

A group of Year 9 and Year 10 students visited Hampton School this week to 

take part in an amazing Master Learner opportunity. Students were invited to a 

lunchtime lecture to hear the renowned biographer, Sir Anthony Seldon, speak 

on ‘The Good, The Bad and The Ugly!’ 300 years of the Office of the Prime Minister.  

 

Sir Seldon delivered an extremely engaging lecture that took students on a 

whistle stop tour of the top nine Prime Ministers, showcasing their successes, 

their failures, and of course their scandals!  

 

It sparked some excellent discussions and debate amongst students on the key 

features of leadership and who they would rate (or not) as the best Prime 

Minister!  
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Master Learner Calendar - Spring term 

 

What is available beyond the classroom for our Master Learners? 

 

Spring term brings new challenges and fresh starts. We have been thrilled to see many Master Learners show 

initiative in their studies both inside and beyond the classroom. In addition to our comprehensive enrichment 

programme, the opportunities in the Master Learner Programme calendar ensures all students have something 

to strive towards and challenge themselves with. Here is what students have been up to since January, and 

there is more time to get involved before the end of the term! 

 

  Half term updates! 

English  Literary Lunch 

 Wider reading lists found on 

Learning Journeys  

 Torch Magazine contributions and 

editorial team  

 'Magistrates' Court Mock Trial (KS3)  

 Bar Mock Trial (KS4) 

The English department have been busy with the new 

edition of Torch published and now ready to sell.  

Preparations for the mock trials have been impressive, 

the team has been relentless with our lunchtime and 

after-school rehearsals – sometimes even before 

school in the morning. Legal mentors (Magistrates or 

Solicitors) for each team has either visited or virtually 

called in, to observe the team in practice – providing 

critical feedback. Competition heat dates are 

approaching very quickly, the first for our KS4 team 

and then KS3 just after the return from Easter 

holidays.  

Due to taking part in the Mock Trials, we have also 

been able to organise for members from each 

respective team to represent the school on a visit to 

the Royal Courts of Justice later in May as part of their 

Judge’s Question Time, in celebration of 100 years 

since the first female barrister. 

Maths   Preliminary rounds for UKMT 

competition  

 Elite mentoring; Level 2 FSM 

Additional Maths Qualification 

Mr Hunter has been busy planning for National 

Numeracy Day in May, with an aspirational visitor 

lined up for our Master Learners.  

Science  Crest Award  

 STEM club  

 6th form masterclass links  

Students in Year 11 attended A Level classes at 

Teddington 6th Form this term in science, and a range 

of other subjects. Students gained valuable insight into 

Year 12 and Year 13.  

History  Young History book critic -  book 

review of historical fiction 

Students are working hard in the History department 

to meet the deadline for book reviews on 31 March. 

We will then judge and award prizes to the winners! 

We have a selection of entries thus far and continue 

to be impressed with the student’s engagement.  

Geography  BET Climate Conference (KS3) 

 Green Plan It 

The Geography department continues to offer 

exciting enrichment opportunities for students to get 

involved in, and has been embracing the new season 

to allow students to participate in lessons and clubs 

outside in our varied natural environment.  

RS  KS4 Drop Down Debate  

 Termly debate (KS3)  

RS provides plenty of opportunities for healthy debate 

and discussion in lessons and beyond. We look 

forward to hosting more debates this term.  

MFL  Student led French Club in 

collaboration with Madame Tonella  

Madame Tonella has been enjoying developing young 

poets in French, where students develop and read 

French poetry during the club. We look forward to 

sharing some of their creations.  
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Drama  Richmond Upon Thames Parliament 

Square Performance  

Thirty Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 students joined us 

for a performance of Parliament Square and had the 

opportunity to see key stage 5 work in situ.  

The next opportunity is already in the books for this 

term and we hope to encourage more students to 

take on the maturity of the scripts chosen by Year 12 

students and be inspired by the acting skills they have 

to share. 

Dance  RUTC Master classes  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and 

Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  

Dancers attended a collaborative class with Year 12 

students to enhance their experience of GCSE dance 

and challenge themselves beyond their peer group. 

We were thrilled with the engagement and motivation 

shown during this class and already have another 

booked in for this term.  

Music   Assembly performance contributions  

 Richmond Music Trust tuition  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and 

Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  

 

Assemblies have never been so inspiring! We have 

showcased pianists, flautists, original compositions and 

violinists. St Edmund’s Catholic Primary School 

benefitted as we toured our musicians to share with 

their year 3s and 4s and have half-termly 

performances in the diary.  

Private tuition continues to fill our rehearsal rooms 

and we hope to promote uptake for the coming term.  

60 students attended the ballet at the Royal Opera 

House to appreciate the classical music and dance. An 

utterly magical experience for all involved.  

Art and 

Design  
 RUTC portfolio Masterclasses  Year 10 and 11 artists have opportunities to attend 

RUTC and are looking forward to receiving specialist 

feedback for their all-important GCSE portfolios. 

PE  Inter-House competitions 

 Sports teams representation  

 Aspirational speakers  

 ‘Let’s get girls participating’ event  

A successful talk from Force Atlantic’s Sgt Brannigan 

of the Physical Training Corps. The talk highlighted the 

importance of our own school values and the skills 

needed to be successful in all career paths, finishing 

with a Q&A session to inspire and motivate students 

for their future aspirations. 

  

The department are looking forward to exploring 

further opportunities with the army to develop team 

building skills.  

 

#let’sgetgirlsparticipating event was well received by 

Year 8 students with MP Murina Wilson joining us for 

a football match. We are proud to host and celebrate 

girls in sport and always advocate inclusivity in PE.  

 

Students continue to have opportunities to work with 

Middlesex cricket coaches on Wednesdays after 

school, and plans for summer are well under way with 

a basketball trip planned for May for selected students.  

 

Business   FTSE ‘Fantasy’ Fund Manager 

 Linklaters Business Foundation 

Course- 3 day work experience at a 

law firm 

Some exciting Easter opportunities with Linklaters are 

being shared soon. Watch this space!  
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A Laureate’s Take 

 

Each week our Poet Laureate, Tijs de Jong, will be posting either an original or 

published poem for our community’s delight and consideration.  

 

 
Oh, Fine Spring 

  

Oh, fine Spring.  

  

Oh, fine Spring, how you mark the turn of change.  

The weather is warmer as we part ways with Winter.  

The greyness of the sky replaced by solid blue.  

  

Oh, fine Spring, how you change the world around you.  

Trees without leaves, growing blossoms every day.  

Going outside, day or night, in intoxicating atmosphere.  

  

Oh, fine Spring, how you turn the time around.  

Not warm, not cold, but perfectly right.  

A harmony of balance as nature comes out it’s shell.  

  

Oh, fine Spring, how you are so exact.  

Nasty weather here and there, but perfect nonetheless.  

Without flaws, perfection can’t exist.  

  

Oh, fine Spring, will you bless us again?  

  
© Tijs de Jong 

  

Behind the Pen   

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

“I was inspired to make this poem after noting how the seasons are changing - becoming greener. Today I 

was especially reminded of this fact when I looked up to the bright sun. 

But Spring is more than just changing seasons, it is about the changes in life. Nature is exhibiting itself more 

clearly and peoples’ lives are changing just as much. People are going outside a lot more than before. On my 

walks to school now, I cannot even count the number of people I have seen jogging or walking their dogs. 

Spring marks a fresh new start for everyone and everything.” 
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Physical Education 

 

It has been fantastic to see that the martial arts club and cricket club has increased in popularity this week. 

We strongly encourage all of our students to attend at least one sports club a week. There are plenty of 

opportunities to participate before school, at lunch time or after school. 

 

This week marked the conclusion of the Year 7 and Year 8 Junior NBA events. The teams have developed 

through opportunities to challenge other schools outside of the borough. Thank you to Mr Elbourne and the 

PE department for providing these opportunities for the students this term. 
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Clubs 
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Friends of Twickenham School  

 

Dear Parents and Carer and Friends 

 

The Quiz night is here! Friday 25th March. £5 per person. Please come 

along and support the school and connect with the school community. 

We have made this event as accessible as possible to encourage you to 

come and meet fellow parents and let the children have some fun together 

too after such a challenging couple of years! 

 

You do not have to be in a group or team already, just come along and 

we will create the teams for a great night. 

 

Please email twickenhamschoolpta@gmail.com for tickets and info OR 

please find Parents of Twickenham School facebook group and request 

access so that you can see all the ticket info and will be kept in touch on 

all future events! 

 

We hope to see you there! 

 

Friends of Twickenham School 

 

 

 

Torch Magazine 

 
  

 

 
 

We are delighted to see students and staff reading through all the brilliant works of our students in the new 

Torch issue: Memories.  

 

Students can purchase a copy for £1.00 via Squid, or can bring in £1.00 and buy directly from the team. The 

magazine will be delivered to students in school, or alternatively, please see a member of the Torch Team 

during Tutor time, break and lunchtime. Money raised will support the magazine’s printing costs and for 

student resources. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

Torch Team 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Notices  

 

mailto:twickenhamschoolpta@gmail.com
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