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                    Newsletter                              
                                                                   29 April 2022 

 
Dear Families, 

 

Dear Families, 

 

My thanks to the Friends of Twickenham School for their enormous hard work and effort to run a 

Twickenham School stall at the Whitton St George`s parade last weekend. They raised £300 for our school. 

Thank you also to our wonderful student helpers. 

 

I would also like to thank Hampton School who invited a group of our Year 9 students to hear a talk on 

recycling by Jonathan Pallars, Head of Recycling at Coveris, one of the world’s major suppliers of paper and 

plastic packaging. Our students came away with the important message to NEVER throw away any bags or 

bottles: Reduce their use, Re-use them as much as you can, and finally Recycle everything whenever you 

can. 

 

School exams for students in Years 7 – 10 are fast approaching. Please see the Key Dates below to check 

dates. 

 

It is an exciting time for our Year 10 students, who will also have the opportunity to apply for student 

leadership roles over the next few weeks.  

 

Year 11 are working hard in preparation for the forthcoming examinations. Their focus and determination 

since coming back from the Easter holidays is evident and I could not be more proud of them. I wish them 

every success over the next few weeks and over the examination period. I will then look forward to giving 

them the send-off they truly deserve – more information will follow. 

 

In light of recent news in social media, we have spoken to all students at Tutor time about the importance of 

staying safe and alert on the way to and from school. Please do support us by reiterating this message to your 

children. 

 

It is fantastic that so many students cycle to school. However, it concerns me that some students still do not 

wear a helmet. Please may I urge you to ensure that your child does wear a helmet to and from school if they 

choose to cycle.  

 

We have a wide variety of extra-curricular clubs on offer at lunch time and after school. Please do encourage 

your child to join a club. It is a fantastic opportunity for students to have fun, meet new friends and enjoy 

themselves. 

Our website is nearly ready to go live. We cannot wait to share it with you and, as always, welcome your 

feedback on how it can be improved further.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our Muslim families Eid Mubarek. 

 

I wish you a wonderful bank holiday weekend.  

 

Assal Ruse 

Headteacher 

 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 
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Saint George’s Day Parade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer  Term April – July 2022 

Careers Fair  Thursday 12 May  

Year 9 exams  Monday 9 May – Friday 20 May  

Year 8 exams  Monday 16 May – Friday 27 May 

Year 7 exams  Monday 23 May – Friday 10 June  

Half Term  Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June 

School Diversity Week  Monday 20 June – Friday 24 June  

Year 10 exams  Tuesday 21 June – Friday 1 July  

Year 11 Prom  Friday 24 June  

Sports Day  Friday 1 July  

Cultural Awareness Day  Wednesday 6 July  

Last day of term  Friday 15 July  

Key Dates  
 

In and around school  
 

 

Huge thanks to the wonderful team who make up the Friends of 

Twickenham School, for their hard work on Saturday, at the Saint 

George’s Day Parade in Whitton. It was lovely to see their happy faces, 

manning a very busy stall. Thank you to you all. 
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Personal Safety 

 

In Tutor Time this week, students have been learning how to increase their personal safety when they are 

not at home or at school, for example when they are travelling to and from school. Young people are 

disproportionately affected by some types of crime, including assault. For this reason, students have been 

advised to walk with friends wherever possible, and to ensure that family members know the route that they 

will be taking and what time they expect to arrive back at home. Students should not be walking alone after 

dark, and they should stick to well-lit and busy built-up areas rather than walking through alleys or 

parks.  Students were also reminded that they should ensure they have a charged phone battery in case they 

need to use it in an emergency; however they should not be walking around whilst looking at a phone screen, 

as this would distract them from potential dangers such as traffic or other dangerous situations. More 

information on personal safety can be found at https://www.met.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/personal-

safety-how-to-stay-safe/ 

 

 

 

Cyclists Must Use Helmets 

 

It has been noted that some students are arriving at school on bikes but without wearing helmets. Twickenham 

School will from now on insist that students travelling to and from school by bike, must wear a helmet. A 

study from 2016 collected data from over 64,000 cyclists around the world, found compelling evidence 

that wearing a cycle helmet reduces risk of serious head injury by almost 70% and reduces the risk of fatal 

head injury by 65%. The benefits of wearing a helmet is too clear to ignore, and the consequences of not 

wearing one in an accident are too upsetting to imagine. Please support us by ensuring your child has a cycle 

helmet when cycling to and from school. More information on the benefits of wearing a cycle helmet can be 

found at https://www.headway.org.uk/ 

 

 

UKMT Maths Challenge 

 

Year 7 and Year 8 Master Learner students in Maths represented Twickenham School in the UKMT Maths 

Challenge on Wednesday afternoon. The challenge takes place in schools all around the country so students 

have the opportunity to test their problem solving skills against the brightest young mathematicians 

nationwide. Students have put a huge amount of hard work and preparation into the challenge, and we look 

forward to receiving their results in May.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.met.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/personal-safety-how-to-stay-safe/
https://www.met.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/personal-safety-how-to-stay-safe/
https://www.headway.org.uk/
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Young Citizens KS3 Magistrates Mock Trial 

 

This week, we saw our Key Stage 3Team compete in their virtual heat for the Young Citizens Magistrates 

Mock Trial.  

 

Nerves were high, the air was tense, but they gallantly performed what has taken months to learn and 

rehearse.  

 

We sadly did not win the overall heat - but did come away with pride at having won the verdict on 1 out of 

our 2 cases. 

 

We started weekly rehearsals before Christmas 2021, so it has been a long run, but the team have been 

absolutely fantastic, and are walking away with a notable unique experience into the U.K. Legal System. 
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A Laureate’s Take 

 

Each week our Poet Laureate, Tijs de Jong, will be posting either an original or 

published poem for our community’s delight and consideration.  

 

 
The Drain 

 

When I took a shower I watched as the water seeped into the drain.  

A tool, with a single reason of existence to let water pass through its pipes. 

It might get clogged, it might get damaged, but at the end of the day it’s okay.  

It will eventually get repaired because if it isn’t, you’ll get a leakage.  
 

Yet without the drain our streets would flood.  

Not just the shower drain, but the drains outside to catch water,  

The drains in the sink.   

Without the drain we couldn’t shower, do the dishes or walk outside   

without getting your feet wet.  
 

And so this mundane invention we call the drain is one of many parts in our lives  

Which keep the world running and stable.  

The most underrated items in our lives have great impact,  

Even if it’s only to let water pass through.  
 

So when your life is going down the drain,  

at least you can appreciate the drain you’re going down.  

 

© Tijs de Jong 

  

Behind the Pen   

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

 

“I was inspired to create this poem when I was taking a shower. The plug was not attached to the drain, since 

it broke a short while ago. Whilst I was fidgeting with the plug it made me think about how overlooked it was, 

yet simultaneously it is quite a vital part in our lives. This idea festered and stuck with me for a while after 

taking that shower. It made me think of the fact that drains are used everywhere, like the streets for funnelling 

rain. This made me realise how many things in daily society we overlook or disregard because they seem like 

such small editions to the world, yet without them life would be quite a hassle. So the next time I see a drain, 

I will remember its’ importance, even if it’s only a simple invention.” 

 

 

 

 

English 

 

Richmond upon Thames Library Services recently ran a competition called ‘Cover Story’, where students 

were invited to submit a review of their favourite books. 

 

We are pleased to announce that Twickenham School had two Year 7 English Master Learner student winners! 

Shahed Dalloul was a Winner for her review of The Fandom by Anna Day: 
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Maddie Chung was Highly Commended for her review of The Magic Place by Chris Wormell: 

 
 

Shahed and Maddie have been invited to the Cover Story Awards Ceremony on Tuesday 10 May where they 

will receive their certificates from Teen Author Lisa Williamson. 

All of the Winner reviews can be found at: 

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/libraries/young_peoples_library_services/cover_story/coverstory_wi

nners 

 

The Highly Commended reviews can be found at 

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/libraries/young_peoples_library_services/cover_story/coverstory_hig

hly_commended. 

  

Well done Shahed and Maddie! 

 

 

 

 

To all Year 8 students who love reading  

 

Richmond upon Thames Library Services are once again running their annual school competition ‘Battle of 

the Books’. 

Eight students are needed to make up a team, so if you are interested, please see Mr Stockwell. 

 

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/libraries/young_peoples_library_services/cover_story/coverstory_winners
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/libraries/young_peoples_library_services/cover_story/coverstory_winners
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/libraries/young_peoples_library_services/cover_story/coverstory_highly_commended
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/libraries/young_peoples_library_services/cover_story/coverstory_highly_commended
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Mental Health Week  

 

Mental Health is such an important topic, and is just as crucial as your physical health. Finding ways to deal  

with the issues that worry us is important to stop the pressure from building. To visualise this, a group of 

Year 7 students took part in a worry workshop before Easter. With big cola bottles representing our minds, 

and mints representing our worries, we wrote down our worries and added all of our worry mints into the 

cola bottle. Of course, the cola exploded and we made a big mess! A simple experiment, but one that provided 

a great visual representation.  

The more we worry, the more the pressure builds up. By talking about our worries and our fears, we can 

reduce the amount of worry mints we have and release the pressure inside. The staff at Twickenham School 

are always here to help, so please make sure you always share you problems. 
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Twickenham School Careers Conference 
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Physical Education  

 

Well done to the Year 8 boys’ football team for putting in another strong performance on Tuesday against 

Teddington School. Also, congratulations to Skye Ridler, who is this week’s Sports Performer of the Week, for 

excellent attitude in lessons and attendance at extra-curricular clubs. 

 

 

 

Master Learner Calendar - Summer term 

 

What is available beyond the classroom for our Master Learners? 

 

Summer term lets us celebrate all that we have accomplished and strive to achieve by the end of the academic 

year. We look forward to seeing Master Learners show initiative in their studies, both inside and beyond the 

classroom. This provision outline is in addition to our comprehensive enrichment programme, and ensures 

all students have something to aspire to and challenge themselves with.  

 

We encourage families to discuss these opportunities with students, and encourage participation this term.  

Students can ask their teachers for more information on any of the items below.  

 

English  Literary Lunch (KS3 and KS4) 

 Wider reading lists found on Learning Journeys (KS3) 

 Torch Magazine contributions and editorial team (KS3 and 

KS4) 

 Battle of the Books (Y8) 

 National Teen Book Club (Y9) 

 Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award (KS3 and KS4) 
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 Commonwealth Essay competition (KS3 and KS4) 

 Readathon competition (KS3 and KS4) 

 Royal Courts of Justice 'School Question Time' trip (KS3 and 

KS4) 

Maths   UKMT Challenge  

 The National Numeracy Day with Bina Mehta, Chair of KPMG 

 Year 11 revision material for top achievers as part of the BET 

series 

 Enrichment course: The History of Maths  

Science  National Physical Laboratory Water Rocket Challenge   

History  Writing historical fiction following Spring term book reviews  

Geography  Geography Climate Conference online with 6 other Richmond 

Schools 

 

RS  RS Master Learner Trip to Southall Gurdwara / Local Christian 

Church 

MFL  French poetry club 

Drama  Lyric Hammersmith Devising Project 

Dance  Twickenham School Dance Company relaunch   

Music   Assembly performance contributions  

 Richmond Music Trust tuition  

 St Edmund’s Assembly concert 

 

Art and Design   Public Art Gallery featuring student work  

PE  British Basketball League trip  

 Inter-house Sport  

 Sports Day 

 Borough Athletics Competition  

 

Business   Business articles from the BBC Business and other sources  
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Enrichment club of the week – Music Open Studio 

 

We welcome all students to the Music Open Studio club on Tuesday lunchtimes in G28.  

 

What is Music Open Studio? 

Open Studio is an opportunity for students to use the music department equipment for their own fulfilment.  

 

What can I do when I am there? 

You have free time to use the equipment and will have teacher support. Some students come to practice on 

a real piano and others enjoy making their own beats or compositions using Logic Pro on the Mac Computers.  

 

Do I get a merit if I attend the club? 

Absolutely! You will earn a merit if you attend the club and use the equipment to progress your learning or 

understanding of Music.  

 

Can I bring a friend to the club too? 

Yes, anyone and everyone is welcome. Why not bring a teacher along with you, as I have heard that a few of 

them are pretty good at playing some instruments!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education  

 

Thank you to all those students who attended martial arts club, basketball, athletics and table tennis clubs this 

week.  We strongly encourage our students to attend at least one PE extra-curricular club a week. Clubs that 

take place before school are between 7.45am – 8.20am, and after-school clubs are between 3.00pm and 

4.00pm, The PE extra-curricular timetable for this term is attached on the next page.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs 
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The Friends of Twickenham School  

 

The Friends of Twickenham School would like to say a massive ‘thank you’ 

to everyone who supported them at Whitton St George’s Day last 

Saturday, by donating teddies, sweets or spending money with us.  

Thank you also to our wonderful parents and volunteers for giving up their 

time to run the stall, with a special mention to our totally amazing Year 10 

students – Harriet, Isabel, Rosie, Melody, Abigail, Kacper and Hermione, 

who helped on the day.  

We raised nearly £300 which will be used to buy resources for our lovely 

children! It was a super day and we almost sold out! 

 

 

‘Being a Parent’ upcoming peer led parenting groups 

 

Achieving for Children is offering a free parent group for parents and carers of primary school aged children 

starting next month in three locations, Ham, Kingston and Surbiton. 

  

'Being a Parent' is aimed at parents and carers of children aged 3-10 ideally and will be starting next month. 

The groups are being delivered by trained parent volunteers. 

 

Join us for a coffee morning to find out more: 

Thursday 28 April, 9.30-11.30am, St Andrew's Church, Maple Road, Surbiton, KT6 4DS 

Friday 29 April. 9.30-11.30am, Kingston Town Children's Centre, Villiers Road, Kingston, KT1 3AR 

Friday 29 April, 10.00am-midday, Ham Youth Centre, Ham Close, Ham, Richmond, TW10 7PL 

Please contact Karen Williams, karen.williams@achievingforchildren.org.uk, 07771 974388 

 

Notices  
 

 

mailto:karen.williams@achievingforchildren.org.uk
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