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Dear Families, 

 

It is lovely to have students back after the bank holiday weekend. The wonderful weather has ensured our 

students can spend their social times outdoors. Please do encourage your children to participate in clubs at 

lunch and after school. Research indicates participation in clubs boosts wellbeing, self-esteem and team building 

skills.  

 

I am delighted to share with you that our Year 7 students have made it to the play-off round of the Junior 

NBA event. This event involves the best basketball schools in the country so this is a fantastic achievement 

for our students. Huge well done to Ciaran Carter, Oliver Kowal, Luca Pearce-Taams, Daniel Gladwell, Robbie 

Rogers, Ollie Shawyer, Dominik Slowiak, Mara Budian, Macie Barber, Zoha Ehsan. Also huge congratulations 

to Hermione Gold and Ellie Gunter who were successful in this week’s Middlesex trials – an outstanding 

achievement for both students. 

 

We start off Monday with Year 9 exams so I do hope our Year 9s have been revising to ensure they are 

rewarded with the knowledge that they have done their very best. I would like to thank staff for all the 

preparation that has been put into all the exams and of course the marking that will be done! 

 

It gives me great pleasure to share with you our new website – https://www.twickenhamschool.org.uk/   

I do hope you like it and find it easier to navigate. As always, your feedback would be most helpful so please 

do take a couple of minutes to share with us your thoughts via the link: 

TSWebsiteFeedback 

 

We are very excited to be able to share plans for phase 1 of our capital investment programme with the 

introduction of the Aspire Centre! Carefully designed to give students a state-of-the-art learning environment 

to use before, during and after school to support and enhance their learning experience, the Aspire Centre 

will be equipped with 31 new computers, a large interactive screen, a dedicated teaching zone and living wall 

to reflect our journey of growth. Alongside this, we will be installing new interactive whiteboards in all 

classrooms, updating all desktop computers throughout the school, transforming our corridor and circulation 

areas and completing extensive remedial works within our playground.  

All phase 1 works are due to be complete in time to welcome students back in September, however in the 

meantime to give you an insight into what the new learning facilities will look like we have included an artistic 

plan, with progress updates to follow. 

  

Should you have any questions about the project, 

please email me via: 

info@twickenhamschool.org.uk . 

 

 

I wish you a wonderful weekend. 

 

Assal Ruse 

Headteacher 

 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 

 

 

 

https://www.twickenhamschool.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9S0HeedIR024QkmXZXzSp83JCwrwxylDq7uIiCBWBUBUNU43NkZVMDNBTkNDOVAySzVFMTIwQTlYMy4u
mailto:info@twickenhamschool.org.uk
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Drama 

 

On Tuesday 26th April, Year 11 Drama students attended an emotive performance of The Misfortune of the 

English, at The Orange Tree Theatre, playing until 28th May.  

 

The play follows the true story of a group of English school boys on a tour of the Black Forest in Nazi Germany 

in1936. With rumours of war, the boys embark on their journey fresh faced, enthusiastic and ready for 

adventure. The adventure soon turns darker and the play takes a dramatic turn. 

 

Year 11 students watched attentively in the intimate round theatre space, just steps away from the actors. 

Carefully selecting memorable moments, students have begun to critique the play for their theatre review 

section of the upcoming written exam.  

 

All students enjoyed experiencing a live theatre performance, and this particular play was a great opportunity 

to bring our social and historical knowledge to the forefront, as we invested in each character’s coming of age 

and ultimate fate.  

Summer  Term May – July 2022 

Careers Fair  Thursday 12 May  

Year 9 exams  Monday 9 May – Friday 20 May  

Year 8 exams  Monday 16 May – Friday 27 May 

Year 7 exams  Monday 23 May – Friday 10 June  

Half Term  Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June 

School Diversity Week  Monday 20 June – Friday 24 June  

Year 10 exams  Tuesday 21 June – Friday 1 July  

Year 11 Prom  Friday 24 June  

Sports Day  Friday 1 July  

Cultural Awareness Day  Wednesday 6 July  

Last day of term  Friday 15 July  

Key Dates  
 

In and around school  
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The trip was a thorough success, and we are so pleased to be back in the professional performance space 

once again. The trip was a fantastic final boost of inspiration, and a reminder of why we value and admire the 

power of drama.  

 

  

 

Science 

 

Year 7 science students have been busy this week, learning about forces and engaging in the egg drop 

expiriment. This is one of our favourite experiments! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Master Learner GCSE Dancers  

 

Yaz Newbold, Year 10, and Angel Nurse, Year 11, continue to pursue their GCSE in Dance after school, as 

an additional qualification this year, demonstrating their skill and dedication. Last week, both dancers 

completed the practical elements of the GCSE, for which they performed a duet. They also choreographed a 

solo routine, which was performed by Angel. These, combined with their set study technical solo recordings, 

form 60% of the GCSE, and now leave the girls with just the written paper to complete.  
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We continue to be proud of each milestone the dancers make in their determination to gain this qualification. 

Completing any GCSE is a challenge, but, to complete additional GCSEs in just a year is a real testament to 

the aspirations our students hold of themselves. We wish Yaz and Angel the best of luck in their final 

examination of the course.  

 

 

 

 

National Teen Book Club 

 

Keen readers in Year 9 are taking part in an exciting new virtual Book Club, bringing together 11 to 19 year-

olds from hundreds of schools across the UK.  

 

On Wednesday, our keen readers connected online with the successful writer and broadcaster Jeffrey Boakye. 

He answered three questions from Twickenham School, as students quizzed him about his favourite authors 

and what inspires his writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the Book Club, we are reading the award-winning novel The Crossing by Manjeet Mann and are 

looking forward to the author ‘live’ online in a few weeks.   
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A Laureate’s Take 

 

Each week our Poet Laureate, Tijs de Jong, will be posting either an original or 

published poem for our community’s delight and consideration.  

 

 
The Five Minute Poem 

 
Walking through the corridors 

I’m hasty with my pace 

I haven’t written anything 

Concerned expression on my face 

I hear the school bell ring aloud, 

An unsure and concerning place, 

My time is up, my writing done 

I’m distracted by everyone, 

This won’t be the best poem I make 

But at least I tried for goodness sake. 

 

© Tijs de Jong 

  

Behind the Pen   

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

 

“With so many things on this week, finding time to sit down quietly as I usually would, proved to be a 

challenge. However, I thought that would be an exciting premise for a poem. A poem that I literally only had 

five minutes to write. It was thrilling, oddly satisfying and altogether a rather tense experience, but I was 

surprised how I found the rhymes came very naturally to me. Usually I tend to use free verse but this one just 

felt right to add more melody. I would love to challenge all of you then to time yourselves for five minutes 

today and see what poem you manage to create – you may surprise yourself!” 

 

 

Twickenham School Careers Conference   
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Master Learner Calendar - Summer term 

 

What is available beyond the classroom for our Master Learners? 

 

Summer term lets us celebrate all that we have accomplished and strive to achieve by the end of the academic 

year. We look forward to seeing Master Learners show initiative in their studies, both inside and beyond the 

classroom. This provision outline is in addition to our comprehensive enrichment programme, and ensures 

all students have something to aspire to and challenge themselves with.  

 

We encourage families to discuss these opportunities with students and to encourage participation this term.  

Students can ask their teachers for more information on any of the events below.  

 

English  Literary Lunch (KS3 and KS4) 

 Wider reading lists found on Learning Journeys (KS3) 

 Torch Magazine contributions and editorial team (KS3 and 

KS4) 

 Battle of the Books (Y8) 

 National Teen Book Club (Y9) 

 Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award (KS3 and KS4) 

 Commonwealth Essay competition (KS3 and KS4) 

 Readathon competition (KS3 and KS4) 

 Royal Courts of Justice 'School Question Time' trip (KS3 and 

KS4) 

Maths   UKMT Challenge  

 The National Numeracy Day with Bina Mehta, Chair of KPMG 

 Year 11 revision material for top achievers as part of the BET 

series 

 Enrichment course: The History of Maths  

Science  National Physical Laboratory Water Rocket Challenge   

History  Writing historical fiction following Spring term book reviews  

Geography  Geography Climate Conference online with 6 other Richmond 

Schools 

 

RS  RS Master Learner Trip to Southall Gurdwara / Local Christian 

Church 

MFL  French poetry club 

Drama  Lyric Hammersmith Devising Project 

Dance  Twickenham School Dance Company relaunch   

Music   Assembly performance contributions  

 Richmond Music Trust tuition  

 St Edmund’s Assembly concert 
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Physical Education 

 

This week our students took part in javelin and sprinting lessons. Well done to Vienne Freitas for throwing a 

whopping 18 metres! It was great to see our students engaging in our extra-curricular clubs this week. The 

pictures below are from our Table Tennis Club and cricket with Middlesex Cricket and Athletics Clubs.  

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Year 7 Junior NBA team for reaching the play-off rounds of the competition. This is 

fantastic achievement for the school as this is our first year of entering.  

 

Finally, a massive well done to Ellie Gunter and Hermione Gould who are this week’s Sports Performers of the 

Week for getting through to Middlesex Rugby trials last week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art and Design   Public Art Gallery featuring student work  

PE  British Basketball League trip  

 Inter-house Sport  

 Sports Day 

 Borough Athletics Competition  

 

Business   Business articles from the BBC Business and other sources  
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Enrichment club of the week – Drama Club 

 

This term at Drama Club, we have been working towards sharing Ernie’s 

Incredible Illucinations by Alan Ayckbourn. It is a hilarious comedy about 

the extraordinary powers of Ernie Fraser (played by Ciaran Carter), a 

dreamer with a difference. Ernie has a vivid imagination, and his thoughts 

have the disconcerting habit of turning into reality. This leads Mum 

(Donia Abazari) and Dad (Ryan Sula) to investigate Ernie’s rare and 

random condition, which in turn introduces the family to a whole 

ensemble of equally wacky characters! 

 

It has been amazing to be back in the studio and devising a piece of 

physical theatre together again. Come along, and watch the drama unfold 

every Friday from 3.00pm-4.00pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education – Extra-Curricular Clubs 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One to One Music Tuition 

 

Music is a subject that allows students to develop technique, creativity and expression. Many studies prove 

links between musical education and improvement in all academic subjects with an increased memory, fine 

motor skill and heightened mental processing, powerful study habits and reading ability. Most of all, one to 

Clubs 
 

Notices  
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one tuition can nurture a passion for music in your child’s chosen instrument. Be it vocal lessons, guitar, drums 

piano or otherwise, Twickenham School supports our students in pursuing their interests from beginner to 

Master Learners.  

 

If your child is interested in one to one lessons with the Richmond Music Trust, facilitated during the school 

day in our purpose built rehearsal rooms, use the link here to apply: Tuition - Richmond Music Trust   

Costs and funding support information can all be found via RMT’s website.  

Free trial sessions can be coordinated upon request. 

 

 

 

 

Whitton Community Centre - Secret Garden Project  

 

Whitton Community Centre has a garden behind the building, and we are looking for volunteers and 

participants to help the garden grow! 

 

 Previous experience in community gardening is not required 

 Aimed at anyone who likes to roll up their sleeves and get 

stuck in 

 The role involves supporting the lead volunteers to organise 

each session – planning, planting and growing.  

 Hand tools and gloves provided 

 

All welcome! 

The sessions are open to everyone in the community, but particularly those who lack outdoor space and 

those who want to connect with others. Learning together, having fun, socialising (and having a cuppa in the 

garden) are at the heart of this project.  

 

Sessions will be run twice a month, Thursday mornings, from late May 2022  

 

For further details  

Contact Nick Dexter  

Tel: 07515 435 188 or Email: nickdexter@icloud.com 

 

 

 

https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/tuition/
mailto:nickdexter@icloud.com

