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‘Twickenham School has transformed beyond 
recognition in recent years. Anyone spending 

any time at the school cannot fail to be 
impressed by the culture and atmosphere of 

hard work and fun, as well as the courteous 
and thoughtful pupils.’

     Munira Wilson, MP

Aspire • Achieve • Enjoy



Welcome to 
Twickenham 
School

… from the Head of Year 7
A big welcome to Twickenham School. My favourite time of year is when I 
meet new Year 7 students and start to get to know you.  We are a small, caring 
school, keen to inspire our students to Achieve, Aspire and Enjoy throughout 
their time with us.  We will work hard together, but also have fun.  Your time 
here will rush by and I am sure you will one day look back on your time with us 
and find it is full of happy memories.

… from a Year 7 student
I was really nervous about starting at Twickenham School because I was the 
only person coming from my primary school.  But Twickenham School sent 
me lots of information in the summer before I came and that made it less scary. 
Meeting my form tutor, buddy and tutor group at the induction day was really 
helpful too, I knew there would be friendly faces waiting for me when I started. 
I have learnt so much already and grown up a lot since joining Twickenham 
School.  I cannot imagine being anywhere else.

… from the Year 8 buddy team
We will be here for you when you come to Twickenham School.  You have to 
really want to be a buddy, we will look after you and do our best to help you.  If 
you have got a problem or just want someone to talk to, your buddy will help 
you. They will understand because not too long ago, they were new Year 7s too.
 

‘We think our boys are so blessed to be in 
Twickenham School with such a committed 
leadership and staff team.  Thank you for your 
relentless hard work in improving every aspect 
of the school - you don’t know how grateful and 
relieved we are!’                                                                             Parent



Transition: moving from 
primary to secondary school

We understand how important it is for your child to settle quickly into 
secondary school, know who to ask if they have questions, and feel at 
home at Twickenham School.  Because of that, we work hard on our 
transition programme, improving it every year based on feedback. 
(Most feedback is that Year 7 students feel welcome and happy!)

We do our best to find out as much as possible about your child by 
working with their primary school, including meeting your child’s Year 
6 teacher - and you, of course.  We request assessment and pastoral 
information from primary schools about each child, which helps us to 
build a profile of your child and put them in the best groups for their 
needs.

Many new students have visited us for taster days during Years 6, as 
well as open days, and there is also an induction day in July, followed 
by a parents’ information evening.  The Friends of Twickenham School 
are there too, so there is also the opportunity to meet other families and 
find out how their children settled into the school.

When your child starts at Twickenham School, they will quickly get to 
know their tutor group and join in activities at the school.  They will 
be supported by their Year 8 buddy: Buddies are specially chosen and 
extremely proud of the work they do.

We believe that our transition programme is second to none and that 
your child will quickly feel safe and happy at Twickenham School, ready 
to succeed.

Parents’/carers’ guide03
01

05
07
09

04
02

06
08
10

Students’ guide
Taster days for Y6

Twickenham School 
staff visit your primary 
school to meet you and 
your teacher

Your primary school 
gives us lots of 
information to help 
us get to know you

Your family is 
invited to meet us 
so we can find out 
about you

Extra afternoon induction 
for students with special 
educational needs or the only 
child coming from a primary 
school 

Induction day in July – 
meet new friends and 
teachers, get a taste 
of life at Twickenham 
SchoolInformation evening for 

families and carers  – find out 
about starting at Twickenham 
School, meet other parents and 
our friendly Parent-Teacher 
Association

Over the summer, 
try on your uniform 
and start to feel 
excited!THE BIG DAY! Meet 

your new classmates 
and enjoy a yummy 
school lunch

If you want someone to 
talk to, your tutor, Year 8 
buddy, our pastoral team 
or school counsellor are 
always there for you

‘Be confident and don’t be afraid to ask for help 
– never give up!’  

Year 7 student (from Heathfield)



What will I learn? 

Beyond the classroom
There are so many clubs at Twickenham School – make sure you try something 
new. For example, sports clubs include athletics, fitness, rugby, rounders, 
tennis, gymnastics, football, rock climbing, badminton, trampolining and 
netball.  Perhaps you would like to represent Twickenham School in one of our 
sports teams?  Other clubs include the school band, drama, creative writing, 
ecology, music, choir and dance – there is no time to get bored, there is also 
chess club.

We have lots of visits outside school too, like theatre visits, or even the ski 
trip.  As you go through the school, there will be the chance to travel abroad, 
depending on what GCSEs you choose, perhaps on our History tour of World 
War I battlefields. 

We have many fun events in school as well.  For example: our end of term 
assemblies are wonderful celebrations; we have colourful mufti days for events 
such as World Book Day or Red Nose Day.

Many of the subjects will be familiar to you from primary school, such as 
English, Maths , Science and Art.  Some you will have studied before, but 
perhaps not called them by the names we use in secondary school, like 
Geography, History, PE (physical education), RS (Religious Studies) and 
Computing Science.  There will be some exciting new subjects as you go 
through the school, for example, Food Technology, French and German.  Even 
if you think you know all about a subject, there will be new and different parts 
of it at Twickenham School, like using our climbing wall during PE, or cooking 
a meal for your family in our special Food Technology room.

‘Twickenham School measures up to my expectation by the 
learning we do in class, I have learnt lots in this school.’   

Year 7 student (from Nelson)

‘Lessons are more active than in primary school’
Year 7 student (from Nelson)



Induction day
We are looking forward to welcoming you for the day.  It will give you the chance to get to know the 
school and our teachers, as well as to meet children from other schools.  Here are some tips:

• It is a good chance to practice coming to school the way you will when you start with us, whether 
that is on a bike, bus or on foot.

• You should bring your pencil case and wear your primary school uniform.

• You should arrive at 9.00am.  When you get here, there will be friendly faces showing you where to 
go and will look after you.

• You will get a free meal in our school canteen, though you can bring a packed lunch if you like.  You 
will go into lunch a bit earlier than other students, so you will have time to choose and see how 
things work.  If it is a nice day, you might want to sit outside at our picnic benches.

• During the day you will do some lessons and meet lots of teachers.  There will definitely be fun 
activities.

• You can go home at 2.55pm.  Your parents can come into the playground to collect you.

Your first day
It is very important to arrive on time every day, so remember that we start school at 8.30am in the 
morning, though you can arrive a little earlier if you want.  You will be taken to your tutor room, which 
is where you will go every afternoon for registration and a chat.  You will get a temporary school 
ID card, which you can use to buy lunch, so look after it.  You will have your first assembly as Year 7 
students, then some lessons.  You will have lunch early for the first week to give you time to get used to 
choosing and buying your food. In case you want to know the pattern of each day, you can see it below.

Period 1 8.30am – 9.30am
Period 2 9.30am – 10.30am
Break 10.30am - 10.50am
Period 3 10.50am – 11.50am
Period 4 11.50am – 12.50pm
Lunch 12.50pm – 1.30pm
Tutor Time 1.30pm – 2.00pm
Period 5 2.00pm – 3.00pm

Tutor groups

We have three Houses at Twickenham School.  Every student and member 
of staff joins in competitions like sport, quizzes, drama, art and more.  You 
can get points for your House by doing well in your work, excellent school 
attendance, winning on sports day or demonstrating one of our school 
values.  The names of our Houses are below: do you know who each one is 
named after?  Which one would you like to be in?

Curie
Attenborough
Nightingale

Our House system

Tutor groups often stay together throughout their time at Twickenham 
School, forming supportive groups with strong friendships.  Students and 
tutors get to know each other well, meeting every day and talking about 
everything, from politics to YouTube.  Many friendships are made that 
continue after school into adult life.  Our tutor groups are at the heart of 
the school.

‘We felt sad and nervous.  Then our confidence grew’ 
Year 7 student (Heathfield)

‘Teachers understand and give you chances’  
Year 7 student (Crane Park)

‘I felt scared that I would be lonely and lost.  But people helped me a 
lot and were willing to help when I was lost.  Many people are nice and 
wanted to be friends’  

Year 7 student (from Crane Park)



All the food is cooked in the school so it is really fresh and tasty.  If you are 
hungry when you get to school, at break or after school, you can get healthy 
snacks and drinks from the canteen and some delicious cookies too.  If you 
have food allergies, just talk to the friendly canteen staff, they can help you 
to choose safe food.

There are water fountains around the school so you can either drink from 
them or bring in a water bottle to fill there.  Of course, if you want to bring 
packed lunches, that is fine.  Lunch is eaten in the canteen and auditorium, 
there is lots of room for everyone.  You pay for it using your student ID card, 
which your parents top up online so there is always enough money for you 
to enjoy lunch.

You can see an example menu below.  There are lots of choices every day, 
plus special theme days, for example, Chinese or Italian.  Every year we 
have a special Christmas lunch with crackers and lots of fun.

Sample Menu

Food



Uniform
Our uniform is designed so that our students look smart and can take 
Perseverance
Responsibility
Integrity
Dedication
Empathy
in their school and their appearance.

You will have seen Twickenham School students in their uniform. They 
find it comfortable and easy to wear. Looking smart helps you be confident. 
We come to school to learn and that is why we wear different clothes from 
when we are relaxing. 

There is information on our website about our uniform (https://www. 
twickenhamschool.org.uk/515/uniform). It is important to stay smart 
throughout the school day, so remember to ensure that:

• ties are done up to the collar and are of the appropriate length 
• top buttons are fastened 
• shirts are tucked into school trousers and skirts 
• the uniform code, including footwear, is correctly followed.

Soon you will feel proud of your uniform. We look forward to seeing you in 
it.

‘My three favourite things at Twickenham School are 
my friends, the lessons and the teachers’  

Y7 student (from St Edmund’s)

Lockers
At Twickenham School you are responsible for your exercise books and 
equipment. This means that you may have quite a heavy bag as you bring in 
your books for each day, as well as your coat, pencil case and anything else 
you need, like your PE kit. 

Do not worry, you do not have to carry this round all day.  You can rent  a 
locker to use during your time at the school. You will have a key to your 
locker (your parents/carers will have to pay to replace it, so look after it 
carefully). You can store things in it but be careful not to overload it.



Top tips
We asked current Year 7 students, who less than 
a year ago were feeling as nervous and excited as 
you, to share their top tips with you. 

1. Everyone is really friendly so it is easy to 
make friends.

2. Use your Homework Planner.

3. Put your name on all personal items.

4. Join some clubs and try something new.

5. Pack your bag the night before.

6. Learn your route to and from school.

7. Get your oyster card at the beginning of the 
summer holidays.

8. Get a pencil case and put your name on it.

9. Practise tying your tie.

10. Keep your mobile turned off and out of 
sight in school (but get your new friends’ 
numbers in case you need to find out about 
homework).

11. Rooms with a G are on the ground floor, 
 F = first floor, S = second floor.

12. Each wing of the school has a different colour 
on the floor to help you to remember where 
each room is.

13. Get to know student services, they can help 
you with lots of things (they are just inside 
the doors of the main building).

14. Smile at canteen staff.

15. Stick with other students going to the same 
class, that way you will all get lost together.

16. It will  be fine, be yourself and do not be 
scared.

Top tips
For new Year 7 parents/carers, from experienced 
Twickenham School parents.

1. Take a photo of your child’s timetable – that 
way you will always know what is happening 
the next day.

2. Practise the route to school a few times with 
your child over the summer holidays.  Ideally 
find an alternative route too, in case their 
usual bus is late or cancelled.

3. Start or join a WhatsApp group of parents to 
keep in touch.

4. Top up their lunch card as soon as you get 
instructions so that nobody goes hungry.

5. Have snacks waiting for when your child gets 
home from school.

6. Encourage your child to pack their bag the 
night before to avoid stressful mornings.

7. Get involved with the Friends of 
Twickenham School – it is a great way to get 
to know other parents, have fun and support 
the school.

8. Build homework into the evening routine.

9. Make sure your child has emergency contact 
numbers in their bag just in case they lose 
their phone.

10. If money is tight, find out about free school 
meals, clothing and travel grants 

 (http://bit.ly/pupilgrants).

11. Find out who your child’s tutor is – they can 
help with many things. Head of Year is always 
helpful too.

12. Read the school Twitter feed every week – it 
is amazing how much you find out.

13. Resist the temptation to sort everything out 
for your child – they learn more quickly when 
they are responsible.

14. Try not to worry – it will not help your child 
or you.

15. Get in touch with the school if you have any 
concerns, they want to know so they can help 
your child.



Percy Road, Twickenham, Middlesex, TW2 6JW
info@twickenhamschool.org.uk

020 8894 4503
Twitter: @twickSch
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