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 Dear Families 

 

A warm welcome back after half term. I hope you and your families had a wonderful Jubilee 

bank holiday and enjoyed spending time with family and friend. Our students have come back 

refreshed and hopefully ready for another busy term ahead. Huge thanks to staff who gave up 

their time to deliver further revision sessions for Year 11 students and of course well done 

to all the students who turned up. 

 

I am so grateful to the Friends of Twickenham School and many dedicated students who 

attended the Platinum Jubilee celebrations for the ‘Love Whitton’ High Street event and had 

a stall raising money and showcasing our school. A special well done to Harriett Fisher who 

entered her first baking competition and was overall winner. A star baker in the making! 

Please see further update on this in the newsletter. 
We have some exciting events planned for this term, including Sports Day and Cultural 

Awareness Day as well as Transition Day for our new Year 7 students who will be joining us 

in September.  

Due to popular demand, we have started a Year 7 and 8 Cooking Club in addition to the 

normal cooking club on Fridays. Please do encourage your children to attend at the very least, 

one club a week. 

Before half term, I wrote to you about road safety. If your child rides to school on a bicycle, 

please do ensure they wear a helmet at all times for their own safety. This is a school rule and 

it is to ensure our student’s own safety. Please may I ask for your full support with this.   

I would like to wish Victor, Vedagya and Sourayan who are representing our school in the 

Junior Kangara Challenge week. 

My thanks and gratitude to Hampton School for accommodating our students with a very 

exciting rowing programme. 

Finally, we had an unplanned visit from the Exams Inspector to check our Exams and Access 

arrangements and passed with flying colours. My thanks to Mrs. Smith, our Exams officer who 

works tirelessly to ensure our exams processes run like clockwork and all students who 

require access arrangements are catered for in every possible way. Of course my thanks also 

to the SEND department without whom this would not be possible. 
 

 
 

Assal Ruse 

Head teacher 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 
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Year 10 Music visit to Esher college 

 

Year 10 GCSE Music students were thrilled to visit Esher college for a 

master class.  

They created a backing track for a clip from the movie 1917 and had the 

opportunity to see the facilities along with a chance to take a professional 

recording in the studio!  

All students had a good time and learnt so much about the differences 

between attending a college or 6th Form along with some of the added 

independence gained when moving from school to college.  

Many of our students are considering Music and Music Technology as a 

subject for their A Level or BTEC choices.  

 

Thank you for hosting us Esher College Music Department.  

 

 

Summer  Term May – July 2022 

Year 10 exams  Tuesday 21 June – Friday 1 July  

Year 11 Prom  Friday 24 June  

Sports Day  Friday 1 July  

New Year 7 Transition Day Tuesday 5 July 

Cultural Awareness Day  Wednesday 6 July  

Last day of term  Friday 15 July  

  

Key Dates  
 

In and around school  
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A Laureate’s Take 

 

Each week our Poet Laureate, Tijs de Jong, will be posting an original poem 

for our community’s delight and consideration.  

 

 
The Island Called Urk in the Sea  

  
The island called Urk in the sea, 

What do you do to me? 

 

On an island in the old Holland, where I am originally from 
They got rich by selling fish, 

The men work hard, 

The women are strong. 

 

You’ll be accepted with all your flaws, 

Unless you are a stranger 

Or don’t accept God’s word as Law. 

 

The women wear a traditional ulle on their heads 

With silver pins that squeeze their cheeks 

To make it look like they have dimples. 

 

The men wear big golden earrings  

With their names and where they’re from written on them 

To pay for their burial if they die at sea. 

 

I don’t speak their mother tongue 

I don’t know most of them at all 

Yet they know my name and say how I’ve grown 

And they say that I belong. 
  

© Tijs de Jong 

  
Behind the Pen   

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week 

we will unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

 

“I was everyone inspired to make this poem after I went on holiday to Urk. Urk is a small but 

homely place where knows one another. It is a small island in the middle of the Netherlands. I go 

every holiday as I have to visit my grandparents there. On this holiday, there was a local festival 

where everyone dressed up in costumes, reflecting the traditions of the fishing history of the place – 

I believe from the 19th century. As I was wandering around this event it struck me that this bizarre 

yet beautiful place would definitely be a great subject for another poem of mine. My grandparents 

echoed this thought and before I even told them, said they would love to see a poem written about 

my experience. I hope they’ll enjoy therefore what I’ve created and that I did the unique Urk 

justice.” 
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Year 9 Workshops with Loudmouth Theatre Company   

 
 
On Thursday, all Year 9 students were visited by the Loudmouth Theatre Company which teaches 

students how to safeguard themselves, using the medium of drama. The year group watched an 

hour-long, age-appropriate live drama performance, which was followed up by the actors running 

small group workshops to discuss the themes from the show and to solidify what the students had 

learnt as a result. Topics covered included, child criminal exploitation, sexual exploitation, grooming, 

knife crime and radicalisation. Students learnt how young people can be affected, how to spot the 

signs that it might be happening, and how 

to seek help. The sessions included some 

very serious subject matter, and Year 9 

dealt with all of this with the highest levels 

of maturity. Their evaluation worksheets 

also demonstrated that they feel much 

more confident in their understanding and 

ability to recognise the signs of 

exploitation of children. Students will 

continue to learn about safe and healthy 

relationships in PDC lessons throughout 

this half-term.   

 

For further information about the Working for Marcus programme, you can visit: 

 https://www.loudmouth.co.uk/programmes/programme/working-for-marcus 

 

 

 
 

https://www.loudmouth.co.uk/programmes/programme/working-for-marcus
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UKMT Junior Kangaroo Challenge 

 

“Good luck to Victor Yip, Vedagya Jha (Year 7) and Sourayan Deysarkar (Year 8) who are 

representing Twickenham School in the UKMT Junior Kangaroo Challenge this coming Tuesday. The 

students scored in the top 5% of competitors in the recent UKMT Junior Maths Challenge so were 

entered for the next stage where they will compete against other students nationwide and 

internationally in a 1-hour Mathematics problem solving competition. Well done all and best of 

luck!!” 

 

 

         Music performance at St Edmunds Primary School 

 

Twickenham students were thrilled to perform for the St Edmunds 

Primary students. The students were an excellent audience and our 

students performed superbly. We are pleased to continue this 

relationship and inspire young students of only 5 years old and up to 

take up music lessons.  

 

See you soon for our next performance St Edmunds!  
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Physical Education 

 

Another busy week of Sport and PE at 

Twickenham as KS3 students moved onto 

Cricket and Rounders during lessons. Well 

done to the Year 7/8 Cricket teams for two 

good performances against Teddington and 

Turing House. On Friday, our Year 10 

students attended their first of six Rowing 

Masterclasses at Hampton School. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for our students to 

participate in a new sport for them. A big 

congratulation to Aryaman Dixit who is this 

week’s Sports Performer of the Week for 

outstanding commitment to the boy’s 

cricket team so far this term.  

 

Please find below the Summer Term 2 PE 

Extra-Curricular TimeTable.  We encourage all of our 

students to attend at least one club a week especially as 

the summer weather arrives.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs 
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         Cooking club 

 

 
Year 8 cooking club started this week with a bake off. We had brownies, Oreo cakes, cookies and 

more. Despite being the first week, the talent on show was incredible and demonstrated quite 

clearly that Year 8 have some skills in the kitchen! Our judging panel rated each bake out of five for 

presentation and taste. Perhaps fittingly, with such high skills on display, the winning bake was 

decided by a single point as Saffron Kelly won with her delicious Oreo and Chocolate Sponge Cake. 

Next week is International Week. If you are in Year 8 and want to come and join the fun then please 

speak to Mr. Maloney for more information! 

 

 

 

 

 

Saffron and her winning cake. 

 

Well done Saffron 
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Rowing Master Class at Hampton School on Friday 

 

 

 
 

 

Year 10 students took part in the first session of a rowing programme at Hampton Boat club. Before 

heading on to the water, the students took to the rowing machines on dry land to work on 

techniques and skills. Shortly after the team took to the water for the first time to put these into 

action.  
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Last week the Friends of Twickenham 

School had a super time attending the local 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Our first 

event was at the Love Whitton Jubilee 

Street Party. The event showed a 

wonderful, united spirit of everyone 

coming together to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee and we were delighted at 

how many people came to support us on 

our Twickenham School stall or just pass 

by to say ‘Hello’. We would like to say a 

special ‘thank you’ to some of our lovely 

children Holly B (Year 9) and Joe B (Year 

11) and our amazing Year 10’s, including 

our new Head Girl Isabel and House 

Captain, Harriet, who gave up their time to help on the stall along with Melody, Kacper and Abi and 

also to Zillah from Whitton Business Association for inviting us to take part. 

 

 

On Sunday we were also invited to the Friends of Heathfield Recreation Ground Jubilee picnic and 

again, were overwhelmed with the kindness and generosity of the local community. 

Both events not only helped enhance the profile of our fantastic school, but we also raised a 

combined total of £150.00 that will go towards buying resources for the children. 

 

Thank you again to everyone for their support. 

 

 

We were very proud of one of our pupil’s, Harriet (Year 10), who entered the 

‘Great Whitton Bake Off’ which was part of the Love Whitton Jubilee Street 

Party celebrations last week. Harriet delighted the judges from Cavan Bakery 

with her two tiered Victoria Sponge, with its Platinum Jubilee panache. The 

judges also noted that it was a great bake and thanked her for sharing her cake 

with them. Her amazing talent and love of baking secured her the overall winner 

of the very first ‘People’s Choice Great Whitton Bake Off Star Baker’ Award. 

The prizes were an apron, a gift voucher and a goodie bag of cakes. 

Congratulations! 

 

 

 

Friends of Twickenham School  
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Online Safety Focus: 'Omegle' and other 'Anonymous' Apps 

 
It is known that some young people are now using anonymous social networking apps such as 

'Omegle'. Omegle is a live video chat site which markets itself with the tagline 'Talk to strangers!'. 

On this site and on some other anonymous sites, users are allocated random video chat meetings 

with strangers. This puts young users at risk of several types of danger including predatory behaviour 

and cyberbullying. On anonymous chat sites, other users may be able to record the video chat and 

publish any saved information, audio or video elsewhere. The school recommends that parents and 

carers read the 'Anonymous Apps - What Parents need to Know' guide which is attached via the link 

below, and discuss this with their children. 

 

Internet Matters Anonymous Apps guide:  

 

 
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/AnonymousAppsGuide-v2.pdf  
 

 
 

Windsor and Strode's College upcoming open days 

 

 The sixth form campuses Windsor and Strode’s are opening their doors for 

the final time this academic year on 5th and 7th July respectively. You will be 

able to find out about all of our courses, check out the amazing facilities, 

meet tutors and receive expert advice on courses, careers and financial 

support. The event will also include presentations from the Principal at 

4.45pm, 5.30pm and 6.15pm. It is a great opportunity for those considering 

different options for post- GCSE education, as well as adults looking to 

upskill or take part in one of our leisure courses.  

 

There is still plenty of time to register for both open days, so come and soak 

up the buzzing atmosphere and find out how we can help you achieve your 

ambitions and reach your destination! 

 

Tuesday 5th July 4:30pm- 7pm: Windsor college open day, click HERE  to register   

 

Thursday 7th July 4:30pm- 7pm: Strode’s college open day, click HERE to register 

 

If you have any other queries please don’t hesitate to contact me on schools.liaison@windsor-

forest.ac.uk or 01753 793362.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What parents need to know - Internet Matters 
InternetMatters internetmatters @im_org What do the experts say? Online safety 

experts have raised concerns over anonymous apps that allow users to give 

feedback to others as this has led to cases of cyberbullying. 

www.internetmatters.org 

Notices  
 

https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/AnonymousAppsGuide-v2.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/windsor-college-open-day-tickets-199726917587
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/strodes-college-open-day-tickets-199723587627
mailto:schools.liaison@windsor-forest.ac.uk
mailto:schools.liaison@windsor-forest.ac.uk
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/AnonymousAppsGuide-v2.pdf
http://www.internetmatters.org/
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Pride Celebration event for young people in KS3,4 & 5 aged 11-19 at Heatham House 

Youth Centre, Twickenham 

 

The Achieving for Children Youth Service is excited to announce that we will be running Richmond's 

first-ever cross-school LGBTQI+ Pride Celebration event for young people in KS3,4 & 5 aged 11-19. 

 
The event will be hosted at:                                                         Date: Friday 8th July 

Heatham House Youth Centre                                                           Time: 2:30 - 6:30pm 

Whitton Road  

Twickenham  

TW1 1BH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Take Part 

Please fill out the registration form attached to the letter below (Appendix 1) and let us know by 

Friday 17th June whether your school will be attending Out N About. Please do this by emailing 

justin.johnson@achievingforchildren.org.uk or alex.quenell@achievingforchildren.org.uk 

 

Any further questions please contact justin.johnson@achievingforchildren.org.uk or 

alex.quenell@achievingforchildren.org.uk  

 

 

 

mailto:justin.johnson@achievingforchildren.org.uk
mailto:alex.quenell@achievingforchildren.org.uk
mailto:justin.johnson@achievingforchildren.org.uk
mailto:alex.quenell@achievingforchildren.org.uk
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