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Dear Families 

 

 

As Year 11 are approaching the final stages of their exams, I would like to thank staff for their 

relentless commitment and hard work in supporting the students. Special mention to Miss Johnson 

who as their Head of Year has done an outstanding job of supporting the year group throughout and 

being there to give them words of encouragement and refreshments before every exam. 

 

It is now the turn of Year 10 to sit exams and rise to the occasion and I have every confidence they 

will do so with flying colours. We have also had a successful Targets’ Review week - well done to all 

staff and students for ensuring it was such a smooth process. 

 

As previously mentioned, we are very excited to be able to share the first part of the circa £800,000 

capital investment programme at Twickenham School starting this summer with the introduction of 

The Aspire Centre. We will also be replacing all desktop computers throughout the school, adding a 

further suite of computers and installing interactive whiteboards in all classrooms.  Finally, we will be 

transforming our corridors and circulation areas, replacing and enhancing lighting with more energy 

efficient technology and improving our playground. It is such an exciting time for Twickenham School 

 

Thank you to our Friends of Twickenham School who have organised the Rugby parking for this 

weekend- a massive task but one that will raise funds for the school which is always welcome and 

gives students that little bit extra that school budgets do not cater for. 

 

It has been wonderful to welcome the first groups of Year 5 students today from Heathfield School. 

We look forward to welcoming more local Primary schools to experience a day at Twickenham 

School, followed by our Year 6 Transition Day on 4th July. 

 

This week in assemblies, students have been given Commonwealth Games challenges linked to 

physical exercise which leads to our Sports Day event on Friday 1 July. Anything they do can be 

logged to earn points for their House. There will also be individual prizes for most points earned. 

Please do encourage your child to take part in this. 

 

In light of the recent hot weather, we have relaxed the uniform code and will continue to do so on 

hot days. We will notify students which days they will not be expected to wear ties or blazers. At 

the same time, may I please remind you to ensure students bring a water bottle to school and to 

wear sun cream. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 
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May I remind you to share any successes or achievements your children are involved in outside 

school. We want to recognise all achievements no matter how small and let the students know we 

are proud of them. 

Finally, a gentle reminder if you have not already done so, kindly complete the Parent Survey here:  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/63W7L3Z  

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 
Assal Ruse 

Head teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer  Term May – July 2022 

Year 10 Exams  Tuesday 21 June – Friday 1 July  

Year 11 Prom  Friday 24 June  

Sports Day  Friday 1 July  

New Year 7 Transition Day Monday 4 July 

Year 10 History Workshop  Tuesday 5 July 

Cultural Awareness Day  Wednesday 6 July  

Last day of term  Friday 15 July  

Key Dates  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/63W7L3Z
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Young Filmmaker’s Scholarship 2022 

 

 

20 of our Year 8 Drama Master Learners were selected to attend the Richmond Theatre Young 

Filmmaker’s course over half term. The 3-day event comprised 

of professional workshops, master classes, directing and creating 

a short film as part of a team. The students used professional 

equipment to capture their stories and were entirely in control 

both on and off screen.  

 

Ruby Tohme said “I am incredibly proud of myself for getting 

chosen to showcase my talent at this exciting event. I am grateful 

that all of us had the opportunity to work with professionals and 

create this awesome film. This workshop may have an impact on 

our future as this is what careers in art begin with. I will never 

forget those 3 days of excitement and hard work!” 

 

Each team created a film which was premiered at an exclusive 

event at Richmond Theatre on Wednesday 8th June.  

 

 

 

Taylor Holyoake said “My time here at the school was tremendous, we learnt to collaborate with 

our partners and our team as well as learning all about film making and the time it takes to get a 

great finished product. I would 1000% do it again.” 

 

Mrs Thackeray and Miss Green watched students take to the stage with absolute pride. Students did 

not go home empty handed either, as well as the incredible experience that we are sure will last a 

lifetime, each student was gifted a goodie bag worth over £300 containing microphones, lighting and 

other technical equipment to keep their filmmaking career a promising one.  

 

We are thrilled to have collaborated with Richmond Theatre once again and to 

have developed a good relationship with Sparks. The films created will have 

their Twickenham School premiere at our upcoming Summer Showcase where 

we look forward to them being shared with the public. Looking to the future, 

we are excited for the next cohort of filmmakers to step into (or behind!) the 

spotlight.  

 

 

Creative Arts Summer Showcase Coming Soon! 

A Sharing of Art, Music, Dance and Drama. 

Thursday 7th July 2022 

6:00pm  

Twickenham School 

 

In and around school  
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Rehearsal Diary by Logan Angus James and Ryan 

Sula 

 

Over the last 6 weeks our carefully selected Year 9 

Master Learners have had the opportunity to work with 

professional theatre director Ash Gupta. Together, they 

devised a completely original piece of theatre. A number 

of local schools took part and the students were 

delighted to share their work with each other. The 

performance took place at The Lyric in Hammersmith 

which was the perfect venue to showcase the creative 

works they had produced. We are incredibly proud of what they achieved! 
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A Laureate’s Take 

 

Each week our Poet Laureate, Tijs de Jong, will be posting an original poem for 

our community’s delight and consideration.  

 

 
 

If School was a Person  

  

The school is a building, but what if it was more?  

What would school be as a person? Our age? 

A fun idea to be explored 

But how and why would school engage?  

  

They would act nicely to others, want to be well liked,  

Usually follow the stricter rules,  

Because they think it’s right  

And to altogether be like other schools.  

  

They may have been a loner, been bullied quite a bit,  

Not popular and quite ignored  

But still they would commit, 

And their reputation would be restored.  

  

The school may feel they have some flaws  

But that is not all so bad.  

It will feel much better than it ever was 

And that would make the school really glad.  

 

 
© Tijs de Jong 

  

 

 

Behind the Pen  

  
Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

 

“This week whilst talking to Ms. Wafa, I explained how I wasn’t feeling particularly inspired by anything and 

drawing a blank on what my poem would cover. She paused and just asked me ‘Imagine if school was a 

person. What would they be like?’. That did the trick! It really resonated with me and I thought it was a fun 

idea. Since I already know quite a bit about the school’s past I thought I would be able to make a poem 

where I could reflect its’ history in a way in which students might be able to relate. I may not know everything 

there is about our school but I felt confident enough to figuratively bring it to life as though it was just like 

any other person in the world – knows what it is to struggle and yet strives to succeed.” 
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Food: 

Year 9 have been busy making stuffed peppers using nutritional 

ingredients and did a fantastic job. They have been challenged to 

make these at home using the same or different ingredients.  
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Cooking Club: 

 

On Thursday 9th June Year 8 students had their first cooking club and we took part in a bake off. There 

were 6 teams, some people baked their dish by themselves and others were in groups. I baked 

Chocolate and Oreo cake, Donia made gluten free cookies, some people made brownies and others 

made cakes. The club was tons of fun and there were no mishaps whatsoever. This Thursday, the 

excitement continues as we are going to be cooking/baking food from our cultural background. I’m 

going to be making apple cake as it is from Germany and one side of my family has a background linked 

to Germany. 

Saffron,  

Week 1Star Baker. 

 

 

 

PE Club 

 

A massive well done to the Year 7/8 and Year 

9/10 Girls’ Rounders team for their performances 

in the Borough League this week. A special 

mention to the Year 7 and 8 teams for their 

victory. It was great to see our highest attendance 

at Cricket club on Wednesday and to the 

students who attended Athletics club in 

preparation for Borough Sports next Wednesday.  

 

 

Finally, with the rise in temperatures we encourage 

our students to wear navy shorts in PE, instead of 

tracksuit bottoms. We also advise the wearing of 

hats and stress the importance of our students  

bringing a water bottle with them to lessons.  

 

Clubs 
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Rowing Club 

 

 
  

 

On what is the hottest day so far this year 

our lucky Year 10 students took to the 

water at Hampton school’s boat house. 

 

This is only their second session and they all 

did a solo loop of the island which is very 

impressive! 

 

They are enjoying this wonderful experience 

of being coached by Hampton School who 

we express our sincere gratitude to.  

       
 

 

“Just wanted to say how much we enjoyed having your students down at the boathouse today. They 

were impeccably behaved and took coaching really well. 

I hope they enjoyed the experience and look forward to see them next week.” 

 

Mr  C.  Greenaway 
 

Director of Rowing 
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Richmond Parent Carer Forum: 

 

Short Breaks Online Information Session – Tuesday 21st June - 10.30am - 11.30am 

 

‘Short Breaks’ is a service provided by the Local Authority for children and young people with 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND.)  The aim of the service is to ensure that those 

with additional needs have the same opportunities to participate in fun activities as their peers and 

to give parent carers a short break from their caring responsibilities.   

 

Log in via Zoom at 10:30am on Tuesday 21st June when we’ll be joined by Inclusion Officers Jodi 

and Alys.  They will be telling us more about the service, what’s on over the summer holidays and 

how to access funding to support the inclusion of children and young people with SEND. 

 

Register here to be sent the joining link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/X7HC7DN 

 

Therapies Information Workshop – Tuesday 28th June - 12.30pm at the Hyde Room, 

York House TW1 3AA or Online via Zoom on Tuesday 5th July - 7.30pm  

 

‘Therapies’ are Speech and Language (SaLT), Occupational Therapy (OT) and Physiotherapy (Physio) 

- if your child has Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) they may be accessing one or 

more of these services. 

 

Claire Schneider (Head of Therapies in Richmond ) and Alison Stewart (Designated Clinical Officer 

for SEND) will be leading a workshop explaining what these services are, how they are 

commissioned and how your child can access them.   

 

We’ll be discussing the current challenges for therapies, how that’s affecting the delivery of services 

and how we can work together to ensure the best outcomes for children and young people with 

SEND.  There will be opportunity to ask general questions and make suggestions about how the 

service could be improved.  We won’t be discussing the needs of individual children and young 

people in the session, the Head of Therapies will be offering 1:1 follow up appointments to 

attendees that need to discuss their child’s case. 

 

Register here to book: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/X9D9YGJ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices  
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Pride Celebration event for young people in KS3,4 & 5 aged 11-19 at Heatham House 

Youth Centre, Twickenham 

 

The Achieving for Children Youth Service is excited to announce that we will be running Richmond's 

first-ever cross-school LGBTQI+ Pride Celebration event for young people in KS3,4 & 5 aged 11-19. 

 
The event will be hosted at:                                                         Date: Friday 8th July 

Heatham House Youth Centre                                                           Time: 2:30 - 6:30pm 

Whitton Road  

Twickenham  

TW1 1BH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


