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                    Newsletter                              
                                                                 13 December 2021 

 

 
Dear Families, 

 

A time to reflect as we approach the end of 2021. A year where so much has happened for all of us outside 

and inside of school. We have all faced unexpected challenges but I could not be more proud of our journey 

as a whole School community. As always, we come together to make our school the special place that it is. 

At the heart of our ethos and values are staff who care deeply about the students and want to make a 

difference.  

 

There has been a magical and very sparkly atmosphere in school these last few weeks. Classrooms have been 

adorned in tinsel, sparkles, lights and festivities. I love the competitive spirit that our students (and staff!) bring 

to this. Judging of the best classroom for each year group took place on Friday and results were announced 

today. Please see a selection of photographs in this newsletter. 

 

Thank you to the Year 7 families who attended the virtual parents’ evening on Parent Cloud last night. We 

value your support immensely and I hope that we continue to work together to ensure the best outcomes 

for your children. 

 

Last week, students from Years 7 and 8 visited the Christmas pantomime, Cinderella, in Richmond. My thanks 

to Mrs Thackeray for organising this event at the end of a very busy term and to the students who behaved 

impeccably throughout. We also had our Yr7 Disco on Friday, which was a fabulous event. My thanks to the 

staff who organised this memorable event and to our wonderful PTA- Friends of Twickenham School who 

kindly served refreshments throughout the evening. 

 

I will be writing to you separately with the beginning of term arrangements. Please be aware that the 

Government guidelines state that we must test students for Covid twice when we return. We will be carrying 

out testing on Tuesday 4 January for all students. Year 11 students will remain in school on 4th January and 

attend normal lessons. Students from all other year groups will return home after their tests and come back 

at the normal time of 8.20am on Wednesday 5 January. More information will follow. 

 

In light of feedback from students, we have reviewed the timings of the school day. To support students, we 

are returning to having tutor time at the start of the school day. Please see the new timings on page 3. The 

start and end times of the school day remain the same. Please may I ask for your full support to ensure that 

your child arrives at school every day by 8.20am so that they are in their tutor time by no later than 8.30am. 

 

Our trainee teachers leave us this week and we wish them the very best of luck in their second placement.  

 

I wish you and your families a restful, happy and healthy holiday. I hope that you get the opportunity to spend 

quality time with your families and wish you a very Happy New Year. 

 

 

Assal Ruse 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 
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Please see important message from Steve Price, BET Executive Leader. 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 

 

Welcome from Bourne Education Trust and introduction to its Richmond Cluster 

 

I am delighted to write to you and to introduce myself, Steve Price, Bourne Education Trust’s Executive Leader 

for the Richmond cluster which includes Hampton High, Matthew Arnold, Teddington and Twickenham 

Schools. I would particularly like to extend a warm welcome to Hampton High and Twickenham Schools as 

they recently joined Bourne Education Trust in September 2021 and congratulate Twickenham School on its 

successful Ofsted report. I hope, shortly, to share Teddington School’s news when its Ofsted report is 

published. 

 

What is the Bourne Education Trust? 

 

Our Trust is currently twenty-one schools, from primary, secondary and special sectors, based across 

Richmond, Surrey and Hampshire. We work together across geographical clusters and within primary and 

secondary phases. Our strapline ‘Transforming schools; changing lives’ underpins our values about giving our 

students the absolute best education possible. We want all our schools working as effectively as possible and 

serving their community.  

 

Working locally to support our community of learners 

 

Within the Richmond cluster and as part of its first term working together, headteachers and other members 

of staff visited their cluster schools to understand better how they, in the future, will develop relationships 

and collaborate further for the betterment of all our students. As an initial step in the spring term, Year 11 

students from all four schools, will be provided with bespoke open events for Teddington School's 6th Form. 

It will support all students having comprehensive information regarding local Post 16 studies. 

 

Keeping in touch...in the meantime 

 

I look forward to writing to you again closer to the Easter holidays to update you on the projects undertaken 

across our schools in the spring term. In the meantime, I would encourage you to follow our family of schools 

on social media Twitter @hampton_high @TMA_School @teddingtonsch @TwickSch and like events on schools’ 

Facebook pages. 

Finally, I would like to wish you and your families a peaceful, enjoyable Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Steve Price 

BET Executive Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hamptonhigh.org.uk/
https://www.matthew-arnold.surrey.sch.uk/
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/
https://www.twickenhamschool.org.uk/
https://www.bourne.education/
https://www.teddingtonschool.org/2613/sixth-form-open-event-2021
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Period Time 

AM Registration 8.30am – 8.50am 

Period 1 8.50am – 9.50am 

Period 2 9.50am – 10.50am 

Break 10.50 – 11.15 

Period 3 11.15am – 12.15ma 

Period 4 12.15pm – 1.15pm 

Lunch 1.15pm – 2.00pm 

Period 5 2.00pm – 3.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A selection of our Year 8 students welcomed wonderful staff from Anstee Bridge for a Creative Arts 

Workshop.  

 

Students thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and at the same time, created some fantastic masterpieces! We are 

so proud of them for engaging so well and rising to the challenge. Thank you so much to Katherine Greening 

and her wonderful team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn   September – December 2021 

Christmas Jumper Day  Wednesday 15 December  

Last day of Autumn Term  Wednesday 15 December    

Christmas Holidays Thursday 16 December – Monday 3 January  

Key Dates – Autumn Term  
 

In and around school  

 



  

Page 4  Twickenham School Newsletter  

 

Food Technology 

 

Year 7 students have been busy this week producing some wonderful, colourful displays whilst making their 

pasta salads, combining protein and vegetables. What a great way to make a quick, healthy and nutritious 

meal.  

 
 

Year 10 students completed a mock Food coursework piece of work. Their task was to investigate how 

different fats effect the sensory attributes and the aeration of baking cakes. Ms Ruse was one of the star panel 

members! 

 

 

 

 

Identity workshops 

 

We are delighted to welcome Cat MacGregor, an Art Psychotherapist and Mental Health Clinician from 

Achieving for Children, who is running weekly workshops with our Year 7 and Year 8 students throughout 

the year. The one-hour workshop will introduce the different themes and attributes that construct our 

different identities. The aim is to support young people to think about how they see themselves and each 

other in order to build respect and compassion for differences with understanding of how this links to our 

mental health. This will include peer and online relationships.  

 

Race, culture, class, disability, neurodiversity, gender, relationships, friendships, families, on/offline dynamics 

are to be considered, with a particular focus on equality and respect. The workshop will incorporate different 

creative activities to understand the meaning of these themes. 
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P.E. 

 

The Year 7 Boys’ Basketball team had their first fixture at the 

Richmond Knights Basketball tournament this week.  

 

It was fantastic to see the students display great 

sportsmanship and witness the proud moment when 

Dominic and Luca were both awarded ‘Knight of the week’.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 7 Boys’ Volleyball team finished in 2nd place at the borough 

tournament, finishing the tournament with 2 wins and 2 losses.  

 

 

This week our Year 10 and Year 11 Boys’ Basketball team competed in 

two fixtures - an away game against Teddington School and a home 

game against Turing House School. The MVP (Most Valuable Player) for 

the Teddington match was Laurenz who displayed superb defence skills. 

Well done also to Denio for his outside jump shots, finishing with a 

game high of 14 points.   

 

 

 

 

The U16 Girls’ Basketball team finished off their league games 

against Turing House School.  

 

This was, by far, the team’s best performance to date, 

highlighted by Savannah Tate hitting a three pointer during the 

third quarter.  

 

 
 

 

On Thursday, the U16 Boys’ Basketball team put in a great performance against Turing House School narrowly 

missing out by 4 points. The U14 Girls’ Basketball Team also put a strong performance against Waldegrave 

School and ended the basketball league mid-table.  

 

 

 

 

Well done to Sam Santos, Tomas Miklus, James Jones 

and Israel Soki for winning the Year 7 and Year 8 

Basketball tournament on Tuesday. 
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Last week, Year 9 PE students got into the Christmas spirit by running a combined 

total of 103km for the annual Santa Dash.  

 

Congratulations to Nightingale House who take home the house points for 

running the furthest distance of 42km. Well done to all who took part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, huge congratulations to Denio Tunda who was awarded 

‘Sports Performer’ of the week for outstanding attitude in the U16 

Boys’ Basketball team. 
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A Laureate’s Take 

 

We would like to say congratulations to our new Poet Laureate for 2021-2022 

at Twickenham School: Theodore Ho (Year 8).  

 

After being shortlisted by a panel of judges, then voted for by all the students 

and staff, Theodore won the majority.  

 

He has now assumed the title for the next academic year, and we are thoroughly excited to see his 

poeticisms come to life week after week.  

 

Each week, Theodore will be posting either an original or published poem for our community’s 

delight and consideration.  

 

 

It is the end and the start 

  

It is the end, and the start.  

It is the end of the past, and beginning of the present.  

 

Old and new in a loop, 

Old eventually becomes new 

And new eventually becomes old, 

The cycle continues.  

 

Which is better?  

Old or new?  

 

We cannot tell until the new becomes old.  

 

Maybe it got better,  

Maybe it got worse.  

 

Do not forget the old,  

Cherish it instead.  

Whether good or bad.  

It gives you a memory,  

Or a lesson.  

 

Do not fear to accept the new.  

Embrace it instead.  

Whether good or bad.  

It gives you a memory,  

Or a lesson.  

 

Remember the old. 

Embrace the new.   

 

       

© Theodore Ho 

  

Behind the Pen   

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 
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“Before I share my inspiration for my first poem as Poet Laureate, I would like to thank the judges, all the 

staff and students who voted for me and Ms. Wafa for her time in supporting my Poet Laureate journey this 

year. I am incredibly excited and grateful for this opportunity to develop and share my poetic work with the 

school community. 

 

My first poem here was surprisingly inspired by the tree outside my home. Its’ leaves have completely 

dropped, leaving bare branches outside in the cold. Today when I returned, I noticed the leaves that were in 

the soil are now gone. It’s then I realised one thing: the old and new is part of a cycle.  

Thinking too on the WWI memorials and all the support people have shown throughout November, made 

me consider how despite the atrocities of war – the peace that stems out of it afterwards is something that 

needs to be appreciated all the more. We are reminded of all the sacrifices of the fallen soldiers, the animals 

too – reminded just how necessary peace is. Therefore, ‘Do not forget the old, cherish it instead. Whether 

good or bad.’” 

 

  

 

 

Year 7 Christmas party 

 

On Friday, Year 7 students enjoyed the annual Christmas party. Students entered  a transformed auditorium, 

which was decorated with Christmas decorations, disco lights and music. The students enjoyed a selfie booth, 

party games, raffle prizes and lots of food and drink. Over 70 students attend the Christmas party, and we 

were extremely excited for them to let their hair down and celebrate a wonderful end to their first term at 

Twickenham School. We hope for more amazing opportunities in the future for the year 7’s to attend and 

celebrate their successes. 
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Students decorated their classrooms with lights, tinsel and Christmas decorations. Judging took place on Friday 

and the winners were announced today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited to have the opportunity to 

recruit more musicians via our partnership 

with the Richmond Music Trust.  

 

If any students are interested in private 

tuition, we highly encourage applying for 

weekly lessons in guitar, voice or a range of 

other instruments to suit students’ interests. 

 

Musical tuition offers a range of benefits 

including improved success across the 

curriculum and aspirational opportunities to 

represent the school internally and within 

the community. Apply Now - Richmond 

Music Trust  

 

 

 

 

Notifications 

 

  

 
 

 

 

https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/tuition/learn-with-us/apply-now/
https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/tuition/learn-with-us/apply-now/
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Modern Foreign Languages Christmas wish list 

 

During the Christmas holidays, we would like you to enjoy some cultural aspects of the languages we teach.  

 We recommend watching films in French or German, without subtitles. 

 We highly recommend the series of films on the petit Nicolas based on René Goscinny’s books for 

our KS3 students. 

 Der ganz grosse Traum,in German, relates the introduction of football in Germany, and is worth 

enjoying with the whole Family. 

 We would like to have a competition to see who can bake the best Lebkuchen during the festive 

season. Make sure you take pictures of your baking, and send us the best photo to be entered in the 

competition. 

 For those who are feeling more adventurous, une buche de Noel will certainly provide you with a 

real challenge. 

Please email your photographs to Info@twickenhamschool.org.uk 

 

Bonnes fêtes de fin d’année, frohes neues Jahr. 

 

From the Modern Foreign Languages department. 

If your child has lost an item, please ask them to check the lost property box at 

Student Services. Items which are not collected by the last day of term, on 15 

December, will be disposed of.  

mailto:Info@twickenhamschool.org.uk
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=97RFCGg%2f&id=7DF9C878B6089205C59E2A46A066DFD84247FC1F&thid=OIP.97RFCGg_Ca8WXA3v5JbZygHaD3&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.f7b44508683f09af165c0defe496d9ca%3frik%3dH%252fxHQtjfZqBGKg%26riu%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.earlylearninghq.org.uk%252fwp-content%252fuploads%252f2012%252f02%252fLost-Property-prev.jpg%26ehk%3dAkp7F3HwZMGky6thqYykjU0m7jbhBl%252fRI8Oie91V6%252fQ%253d%26risl%3d%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=313&expw=600&q=lost+property+picture&simid=608011990261582293&FORM=IRPRST&ck=F47A31FE2A2A5E3CB49FF2EACCE15276&selectedIndex=2
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Outdated web browsers 

 

We have identified that some families are connecting to Office365 with outdated web browsers. This will eventually 

cause issues when accessing content on various websites. To avoid this, please update your browsers by following the 

instructions below. 

 

The old Microsoft Edge web browser has been discontinued. 

 

 

If you are using this, you will need to updated to the new Edge browser. 

 

Please use this link to update Microsoft Edge to the latest version:  

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/edge 

 

You can also use Google Chrome to access Office365. Please use this link to install/update to the lasts version of 

Chrome: https://www.google.com/intl/en_uk/chrome/ 

 

If you are using the old Internet Explorer 11, it has been discontinued by Microsoft, and Office365 has stopped supporting 

this browser. This means that you should be now moving over to the newer web browsers to ensure support on most 

websites. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PTA – Friends of Twickenham School 

 

Dear Families,     

 

We are delighted to announce that Twickenham School has been nominated by Friends of Twickenham School to take 

part in the ASDA Foundation Giving - Green Coin Promotion.  

 

 

 

Please click on link for more information about the 

Rotary Young Citizen Awards and how to nominate 

a student. 

 

Rotary Young Citizen Awards 2021/2022 

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/edge
https://www.google.com/intl/en_uk/chrome/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T3529P6
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The voting is now open and closes on Monday 31st January 2022. Voting is easy and takes less than a minute to complete. 

To help us win the top prize of £500, please click the following link to take you to the ASDA Foundation Website: 

 

https://www.asda.com/green-tokens 

 

Use the drop down menu to choose a store, select ‘Feltham’ and select ‘GO’. This will bring you to the voting page, click 

the Big Green Coin and register your vote for Twickenham School. It is as simple as that. 

 

Please ask your friends, family, children, neighbours and work colleagues to vote for us. The vote is online so you do not 

even have to visit the store! 

 

The more votes we receive, the more chance we have of winning and raising money, which will benefit the students at 

Twickenham School.  Thank you for your support and please get voting! 

 

Best wishes 

Friends of Twickenham School 

 

 

https://www.asda.com/green-tokens

