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                    Newsletter                              
                                                                 14 January 2022 

 

 
Dear Families, 

 

It has been another busy week at Twickenham School. Students have settled in to the new term exceptionally 

well and the school is buzzing once more. My thanks to staff and students for making such a positive start to 

2022. 

 

Year 11 have turned a big corner this week as they power towards their Summer examinations. Intervention 

after school has started in earnest and their attendance and attitude has been outstanding. My thanks to the 

staff who are running these extra classes but also to the students for such dedication and to our wonderful 

families for your support to ensure your child attends. 

 

This week, we hosted our second staff Teaching & Learning Book Club. I am privileged to have staff who work 

relentlessly hard to be the best they can be but most importantly, they are passionate to be the best 

practitioners in the classroom. We believe in the mantra that the ‘best can always be better’ and it was 

humbling to see how staff were collaborating together to share new and exciting ideas for our classrooms. 

 

It gives me great pleasure to let you know we are in the process of updating our website. Much work is going 

on behind the scenes and I look forward to sharing the new site with you once it is complete. 

 

Lastly, my thanks to all of the lovely parents who attended the ‘Friends of Twickenham School’ meeting on 

Monday. The support and work that this group of dedicated and selfless parents is invaluable and is thoroughly 

appreciated by our whole school community. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend, 

 

 

 

 

Assal Ruse 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 
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Spring    January – April 2022 

Target Setting Week   31 January – 4 February 

Year 9 Career’s Event  Wednesday 19 January    

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  Thursday 3 February   

Year 9 Options Evening  Thursday 10 February 

Half Term  Monday 14 February – Friday 18 February  

Year 11 Mock Exams  Monday 21 February – Friday 04 March 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  Thursday 24 February  

Year 10 National Apprenticeship Show Tuesday 1st March  

World Book Day  Thursday 3rd March  

National Careers Week  Monday 07 March – Friday 11 March 

Dress to Impress Careers Day  Thursday 10 March  

SEN Forum for Parents Wednesday 16 March  

Last day of Spring Term  Friday 1 April  

Easter Holidays Monday 4 April – Monday 18 April  

All students return to school  Tuesday 19 April  

Key Dates – Spring Term   
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Panto 2021 

 

Year 7 and Year 8 students ended 2021 on a high 

during the final week of term as they visited Richmond 

Theatre to see the pantomime, Cinderella. The 

pantomime stared Anton Du Beke (and two real life 

miniature white ponies pulling the carriage!), and there 

was plenty of dancing and characters to enjoy. The 

traditional Christmas event set everyone off in a good 

mood. 

 

We were so pleased to be able to make it to the 

theatre after a long absence due to Covid restrictions, 

and are excited for more opportunities to come.  

 

A huge thank you to new and familiar faces of Friends 

of Twickenham School who made this trip possible by 

volunteering their time. Thank you, as always, for your 

efforts. 

 

 

 

Geography 

 

Mr Tabron has been busy with 1:1 post mock student meetings using 

this challenge board in Geography. Targets are set and key questions 

regarding aspirational performance are discussed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English, 

 

We were delighted to get confirmation this week that four of our students are going to be officially published 

writers. Their poetry entries for a competition over last half term were selected for a soon to be released 

anthology: Empowered - Creative Verses. 

 

A superb well done to: 

 

Sara Morais  

Petya Avramova 

Eden-Rose Torto 

Frshta Mohammed  

 

The poems were chosen out of 20,000 entries 

nationwide, and a copy of this anthology will remain 

in the National Archives of the British Library 

forever. We cannot wait to add their work to our 

library catalogue.  Well done on such a fantastic 

achievement. 

 

In and around school  
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Year 10 GCSE Food & Nutrition 

 

Over the Christmas holidays, Year 10 GCSE Food & Nutrition students were asked to complete an alternative 

homework, which involved creating and making dishes to help their families over the Christmas period. Some 

of the dishes were so successful that they were made for Christmas day dinner.  

 

Highlights below from Tom Johnson, Okyanus Unal, Lucas Bebeagua and Callum McKenzie. 

 

 

P.E. 

 

Basketball fixtures got well underway this week, starting with the Year 7 and 8 Boys and Girls Junior NBA 

event. It was the first time Twickenham School had entered the competition, and was an amazing opportunity 

for our students to compete against some of the best schools in South London.  
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On Wednesday, our Year 7 girls got their season underway with an 18-8 win, and the Year 7 Boys finished 

off the week with a much involved performance, scoring 15 points.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was fantastic to see so many Year 7 and Year 8 students attend football club on Monday. Well done all who 

attended. Netball club commenced on Thursday, and the ever popular Climbing Club saw a return on Tuesday.  

 

Next Wednesday, we will be embarking on inside cricket, with training from Middlesex Cricket. This is open 

to all year groups and all abilities of cricket. 

 

 

Master Learner Literary Lunches 

 

Each term, the English Department hosts a Literary Lunch for our Master Learners.  

 

It is a chance for the students to sit with all the other Master 

Learners from their Key Stage as well as their English 

teachers and discuss the works of one of their favourite or 

current reads.  

 

We met during the last week of term before the Christmas 

holidays, and so our learners had a more festive treat and 

setting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspired by the books won by very own English 

teacher, Ms. Charlton, in Penguin Books’ Lit in Colour 

competition, all Master Learners borrowed a book 

from the winning bundle ready to share and present at 

the lunch. 
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In between munching on gingerbread cookies, we 

absolutely loved listening to the students’ favoured 

extracts and insights on how literature nowadays 

creates more inclusivity for our young readers.  

 

We cannot wait until the next one! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Art Scholarship Winner Jessica Bieniek 

 

Master Learner Jess is making excellent progress as she embarks on GCSE Art 

this year. After a rigorous application process, we are proud to have selected and 

launched Jess’s scholarship. This opportunity has provided Jess with a 

comprehensive A Level ready art kit to enable Jess to excel in art at home and in 

school. Also included is membership to the Tate Gallery for the year, which we 

hope will inspire and support Jess’s artistic pursuits into higher education.  

 

Whilst the decision was a tough challenge, with multiple applications, Jess is a 

hardworking and enthusiastic individual, approaching her art with an astute sense 

of objectivity and a remarkable ability to delve deeper her understanding. 

Exceptionally driven, it is clear Jess has a very bright future in the creative arts. 

 

We look forward to seeing Jess excel in her GCSEs.  
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Jack Petchey Speak Out! Challenge Assembly Final 

 

 
 

Following on from the workshops that Year 10 students participated in last November, the top speakers from 

each group had to prepare for an Assembly Final in front of their entire year group this week.  

 

Our speakers: Cyrus Graham-Gaisie, Isabel Murphy and Okyanus Unal all confidently delivered their individual 

speeches to the cohort on Tuesday morning. 

 

The year group themselves were beautifully attentive and encouraging to their peers with plenty of applause 

and several whoops as well! 

 

The daunting task of voting for our Regional Finalists is underway, as all Year 10 students will now cast their 

vote as to who will go on to represent Twickenham School in the Jack Petchey Speak Out! Regional Finals.  

 

We will announce the Finalists shortly.  

 

 

 

 

 

A Laureate’s Take 

 

 

 

The Year 

  

What can be said in New Year rhymes,   
That’s not been said a thousand times?   
  

The new years come, the old years go,   
We know we dream, we dream we know.   
  

We rise up laughing with the light,   
We lie down weeping with the night.   
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We hug the world until it stings,   
We curse it then and sigh for wings.   
  

We live, we love, we woo, we wed,   
We wreathe our prides, we sheet our dead.   
  

We laugh, we weep, we hope, we fear,   
And that’s the burden of a year.  

 

       

© Ella Wheeler Wilcox 

  

Behind the Pen   

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

 

“I chose to share this poem with our school community, as it’s my sincere wish for us all that as it is a New 

Year, why don’t we give a fresh start to something or someone? There have been, I’m sure, many instances 

of struggle, hardship and ‘burden’ over the last year – mostly because of the pandemic – but whatever may 

have upset you in 2021 – why should you hold on to it still and let it sting? I hope for all our sakes that this 

year will be an opportunity to move on and make our lives better.” 

 

 
 

Master Learner Calendar - Spring Term 

 

What is available beyond the classroom for your Master Learners? 

 

Spring term brings new challenges and fresh starts. We look forward to seeing Master Learners show initiative 

in their studies both inside and beyond the classroom. This provision outline is in addition to our 

comprehensive enrichment programme and ensures all students have something to strive towards and 

challenge themselves with. We encourage families, particularly those identified as Master Learners, to discuss 

these opportunities with students and encourage participation in the new term. Students can their teachers 

for more information on any of the items below.  

 

English  Literary Lunch 

 Poetry by Heart Competition in collaboration with Drama 

 Wider reading lists found on Learning Journeys  

 Torch Magazine contributions and editorial team  

 'Magistrates' Court Mock Trial (KS3)  

 Bar Mock Trial (KS4) 

Maths   Preliminary rounds for UKMT competition  

 Elite mentoring; Level 2 FSM Additional Maths Qualification 

Science  Crest Award  

 STEM club  

 6th Form masterclass links  
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History  Young History book critic -  book review of historical fiction 

Geography  BET Climate Conference (KS3) 

 Green Plan It 

RS  KS4 Drop Down Debate  

 Termly debate (KS3)  

MFL  Student led French Club in collaboration with Madame Tonella  

Drama  Poetry by Heart Competition in collaboration with English  

 Richmond Upon Thames Parliament Square Performance  

Dance  Twickenham School Dance Company (TSDC) performance for IGNITE  

 RUTC Master classes  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  

Music   Assembly performance contributions  

 Richmond Music Trust tuition  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  

Art and Design   Surrey Sculpture Society Sculpture Showcase 2022 - Landmark Arts Centre, 

Teddington  

PE  Inter-House competitions 

 Sports teams representation  

Business   FTSE ‘Fantasy’ Fund Manager 

Supra-curricular   Linklaters Business Foundation Course- 3 day work experience at a law firm  

 

 

Charity news 

 

Last term, Twickenham School students 

were extremely busy in their efforts to 

raise funds for their chosen charities. 

This included donating clothes to the 

Marie Curie Op Shop, baking goods to sell 

for Off the Record, proudly wearing 

Christmas Jumpers and hosting sports 

tournaments for Save the Children. In 

total £386 was raised along with three 

big bags of clothing and accessories. 

Well done to the students in Marie 

Curie House who helped organise and 

run these events. 
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Eco Club success 

 

Congratulations to Eco Club students and Mr Tabron for successfully entering the Green Plan It project, 

organised by RHS and Wisley Gardens.  

 

Their fantastic proposal model included development of an overgrown area of shrubs and unmanaged bushes 

into: 

 A learning path through this local ecosystem 

 A hub for quiet reading and reflection  

 An area for shaded relaxation and small group socializing  

 An area to develop our Science, Geography and Art  

 To provide an outside safe learning environment  

 

 

 

 

Along with a certificate, the Eco Club was rewarded with a £250 garden voucher and individual goodie bags. 

  

The Team will now focus their energy on developing their ideas to create a well-being garden trail with seating 

areas for us all to enjoy. Well done to all on your success. New members to Eco club are welcome on Friday 

lunchtimes in S12 with Mr Tabron and Mr Langan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs  
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The PE department has created an exciting array of clubs to choose from. Please see the timetable below. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dance Club 

 

Open to all  

Every Wednesday at 3.15pm 

– 4.00pm in the Dance 

Studio. 

 

Please wear comfortable 

clothes to dance in. 

 

All Year 7 students are invited to a lunchtime 

French club, held every Wednesday. The club will 

be run by Madame Tonella and Year 8 students.  

We would love to see you. Remember to bring 

your lunch. 
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Friends of Twickenham School  

 

Please remember to vote for Twickenham School in the ASDA 

Foundation Giving Green Coin Promotion. 

 

Voting closes on Monday 31st January 2022, and you can vote weekly. 

Voting is easy and takes less than a minute to complete. To help us win 

the top prize of £500, please click the following link to take you to the 

ASDA Foundation Website: 

 

https://www.asda.com/green-tokens 

 

Use the drop down menu to choose a store, select ‘Feltham’ and select 

‘GO’. This will bring you to the voting page, click the Big Green Coin 

and register your vote for Twickenham School. It is as simple as that. 

 

Please ask your friends, family, children, neighbours and work 

colleagues to vote for us. The vote is online so you do not even have 

to visit the store! 

 

The more votes we receive, the more chance we have of winning and 

raising money, which will benefit the students at Twickenham School.  

Thank you for your support and please get voting! 

 

Best wishes 

Friends of Twickenham School 

 

 

Important notice regarding Twickenham School carpark.  

 

Please be reminded that parents or carers should not use the car park to drop off or 

collect their children. We have experienced incidents where staff or students have been 

put in danger due to unauthorised access and parking. Your support with this is 

appreciated. Thank you. 

 
 

 

Richmond Council Fitness Offer 

 

You can get 50% off Junior Sports Courses at Teddington, Whitton, and Sheen. Available courses include 

Gymnastics, Karate, and Judo. Please complete an enquiry form or call 020 3772 2999 to book now. Join Feel 

Good Fitness today and pay no joining fee. T&C’s apply. Please call 020 3772 2999 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Notices  

 

 

Strode’s College Open Event 

 

Thursday 10 February 2022 4.30pm - 7.00pm 

 

Please click Register for further information and to register your interest. 

 

 

 

https://www.asda.com/green-tokens
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=pPRTyd2O&id=EF6A804820A0B8639A248E73F396BE93260B36E8&thid=OIP.pPRTyd2OJf_fFPGEU6m6xAHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fcmkt-image-prd.freetls.fastly.net%2f0.1.0%2fps%2f1014283%2f6250%2f6250%2fm1%2ffpnw%2fwm0%2fnocars.jpeg-.jpg%3f1456099083%26s%3d4b91af49ac5593c543306d7cdaeca06c&cdnurl=https%3a%2f%2fth.bing.com%2fth%2fid%2fR.a4f453c9dd8e25ffdf14f18453a9bac4%3frik%3d6DYLJpO%252blvNzjg%26pid%3dImgRaw%26r%3d0&exph=6250&expw=6250&q=no+parking+sign&simid=608038215355796495&FORM=IRPRST&ck=97F88E38BD2BB6C50350DD9DB03C2BC8&selectedIndex=2
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-ke1Lwl4d2lOXixHfnLmXh0NVW7bbRB5lyQ1lOaCEtJJWkuOzX-0lIMltNeeDFvsTQTPuVAgipsJN5JoSsSIFNBzQhnDZdrw45ALpJ1_GqlKz1UEIwD5D03gBhT_1_YIlISIDw73T-1dnQYAfX0lx07WRB1rEuZJ2Liu9iyr93BstDtOUHH68wIWxQKaSVAyGyb2mKOVSdbiGi39go-GYg==&c=PIIGjrxnLQaqiJrT7cJzcQfTawDrZmpm33akyq1Z-ayEHxVygaTqoQ==&ch=ckZr5PaPhjL1UyHeOHxclg9Z69Ve3P5nQOCqh1Ex_apkBscLnfcn3A==
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New Year’s Resolution – Join your local library! 

 

Are you looking for inspiration for what to read this year? Join your local library to find a book you will love! 

Here are some examples of new releases for teenagers that are available in a library near you. 

 

 
 

There is also a competition for 11-14 year olds, for the best book review, where you could win a £20 gift 

token. To find out more about the competition, and where your nearest local library is, please visit the 

school library at break or lunch and pick up a leaflet. 
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Community Hero awards 

 

Nominations for Richmond Council’s Community Heroes Awards 2021 are open, and we want to hear all 

about the achievements of our amazing young people.  

 

We know that there are many young people in the borough who make huge contributions to their 

community, with no reward, or do amazing things across London and the country to make our borough 

proud. We hope you will tell us all about them. It does not take long, and this year, we are also accepting 

video nominations! 

 

Nominations close on Thursday 3 February 2022 at 10pm. For more information and to nominate, visit: 
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/news/press_office/campaigns_and_events/community_heroes_awards 

 

 

 
 

 

Covid-19 vaccinations for children and young people 

 

Hounslow and Richmond Community Healthcare NHS Trust will be offering Covid-19 vaccinations for 

children and young people (12 to 15 years). For more information, please see details below with link to book 

an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 vaccinations for children 

and young people (12 to 15 years) 

 

Across South West London there are a number of opportunities for 12 to 15 year olds to receive a Covid 19 Vaccination.   

 

School Pop-Up Clinics: By appointment only 

Richmond Girls’ Cricket Club is a local and inclusive girls’ cricket 

club which is an integrated section of Richmond Cricket Club. 

 

Over recent years, the girls’ section has been extremely successful, 

competing in both Middlesex and Surrey leagues (girls u10, u11, u12, 

u13, u14, u15 and u17). We have also been successful in national 

competitions, reaching the u13 & u15 National Finals. 

 

We are starting our 2022 season with indoor winter training for the 

girls on Saturday afternoons 3:30pm – 5:30pm. This is a great 

opportunity for girls to discover the sport, or continue to develop 

existing skills whatever their level. Our coaches are ECB level 1, 2 

& 3 qualified, together with professional coaches that support the 

junior section in the club.  

 

For more information, please see: 

https://www.richmondcricketclub.com/teams/140698 

 

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/news/press_office/campaigns_and_events/community_heroes_awards
https://www.richmondcricketclub.com/teams/140698
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You can book an appointment to attend a pop-up clinic being run by HRCH at Grey Court School in Ham on: Saturday 

15 January or Sunday 16 January below. 

 

You will need to create a Swiftqueue account. Please ensure that you put your child’s details into the fields for Name 

and Date of Birth. 

 

Grey Court School, Ham St, Ham, TW10 7HN 

(Please note that there is no parking available on the school site) 

 

Book an appointment at Grey School pop-up clinic 

 

Teddington Health and Social Care Centre 

(Hospital Hub + with doctor on site) 

 

Appointments and walk-in vaccinations:Tuesday to Friday, 9am – 4.30pm 

Saturday and Sunday, 9am – 3.30pm  

 

Walk in or book via the National Booking System (below) 

 

18 Queen's Road, Teddington TW11 0LR (behind Teddington Memorial Hospital) 

 

Walk-in Clinics 

Find a walk-in clinic near you 

 

Book an appointment on the National Booking Service 

Go to the National Booking Service 

 

 

Important info 

It needs to be 12 weeks between a first and second dose, and if your child has tested positive for  

covid-19, they need to wait for 12 weeks until they have their vaccine. 

 

All 12 to 15 year olds will need to be accompanied by an adult with parental responsibility. 

 

Email: hrch.schoolcovid19vaccine@nhs.net 

Tel: 020 8614 5306 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New temporary timetable introduced in response to spread of Omicron variant 

  

From Monday 17 January 2022, South Western Railway (SWR) will be introducing a new temporary timetable 

designed to ensure reliability for customers and cater to key workers, school pupils and those who cannot 

work from home.  

  

The emergence of the Omicron variant has necessitated the need for a new timetable, with staff shortages 

across SWR having led to unavoidable short-notice cancellations. With current guidance to work from home, 

the new timetable will sufficiently meet current demand. Rigorous planning has gone into developing this 

timetable to deliver the right level of service for the current situation, but SWR will continue to monitor its 

https://www.swiftqueue.co.uk/pre_timescreen.php?id=$2y$10$Azw3RjE1YkmNXs6gG5sTBetUOMTWQxb228WO3ViQ9utLlEkhsFYe6
https://swlondonccg.nhs.uk/covid/where-can-you-get-vaccinated/vaccination-walk-in-clinics/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
mailto:hrch.schoolcovid19vaccine@nhs.net
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services to ensure that they continue to deliver for its customers. The changes will remain under review going 

forward.  

  

Core timetables are available through the SWR website at https://www.southwesternrailway.com/plan-my-

journey/timetables, with journey planners set to be updated on a week-by-week basis. Updates will take place 

towards the end of each week, so customers are advised to check before they travel via 

www.southwesternrailway.com   

  

The key changes to flag are as follows: 

  

 Waterloo to Exeter services will split at Salisbury   

 Waterloo to Weymouth services will split at Bournemouth   

 The Shepperton branch will reduce to hourly   

 Waterloo to Alton will reduce to hourly 

 There will be one train every two hours Exeter St David’s to Salisbury (with additional services 

at peak times) 

 Waterloo to Basingstoke will reduce to hourly   

 The last train of each day will be earlier than at present    

  

Commenting on the new timetable, SWR’s Managing Director Claire Mann said:  “The spread of the Omicron 

variant has had a significant impact on our railway, with fewer people using the train and staff shortages impacting on 

our ability to consistently deliver the current timetable. Having assessed demand and spoken to our industry colleagues, 

we believe this new timetable is the most effective means of ensuring our customers receive a reliable service, with 

short-notice cancellations minimised.”  

  

“Journey planners will be updated on a week-by-week basis, with updates taking place towards the end of each week. 

Customers should check their journey as close to their time of travel as possible.”  

  

We would like to apologise again for any inconvenience this situation will cause. We have tried to answer 

some anticipated questions below, if you have any other questions or comments please let us know. We 

would also ask for your support in reminding students travelling to school on our services that they must 

wear a face covering on our trains and at our stations, unless exempt. 

  

Kind regards, 

Matthew Evans 

Senior Stakeholder and Public Affairs Manager 

South Western Railway 

  

https://www.southwesternrailway.com/plan-my-journey/timetables
https://www.southwesternrailway.com/plan-my-journey/timetables
http://www.southwesternrailway.com/

