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                    Newsletter                              
                                                                 21 January 2022 

 

 
Dear Families, 

 

It has been a very busy week at Twickenham School. The sunshine has been a welcome addition to the cold, 

frosty mornings. I hope you are all staying safe and well and I hope that we can all look forward to a brighter 

year ahead. 

 

Although the Government have announced this week that they will be lifting some of the covid restrictions, I 

would like to ask for your full support to ensure that the whole Twickenham community stays safe. There are 

a number of students currently isolating due to covid and we must remain vigilant. From Monday, students 

will not be required to wear masks in classrooms, however they must wear face mask in all communal areas 

including corridors. Please can you ensure that your child has a mask to wear to school. The isolation time 

has also been reduced. Please refer to the diagram below for clear guidance. Students must only return to 

school once they have produced two negative lateral flow tests taken on two separate days. The testing can 

begin on day 5. If your child does test positive for covid, please send a copy of the PCR test result to ts-

absence@twickenhamschool.org.uk 

 

Year 11 are fully focused and attendance at after school intervention has been excellent. Yesterday, every 

student took a mock English paper which was hugely successful. Mr Stockwell was impressed with how 

students prepared for this and all students will receive feedback on how to improve further. Please do make 

sure that your child is revising at home to prepare for the Mock examinations that will take place after half 

term.  

 

Congratulations to the Year 9 Basketball team who won their match with Harris Academy Battersea Park. My 

thanks to Mr Elbourne for his hard work and dedication before and after school to enable so many students 

to make this commitment to something they love doing. Sport is an excellent way to channel positive energy, 

build friendships and learn so many key values. Please do encourage your child to join a sports club at school. 

We have many different sports on offer throughout the week.  

 

Positive role models for young people are so important to steer impressionable and creative minds. I was 

delighted to hear that Twickenham school alumni and UK first female chair for KPMG, Bina Mehta has been 

honoured with an MBE for services to trade and investments in the UK. I do hope our students aspire to be 

successful like Bina and we will do everything we can to ensure they have the skills and knowledge to follow 

their own dreams. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend, 

 

Assal Ruse 

Headteacher 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 

 

 

 

mailto:ts-absence@twickenhamschool.org.uk
mailto:ts-absence@twickenhamschool.org.uk
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Spring    January – April 2022 

Target Setting Week   31 January – 4 February 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  Thursday 3 February   

Year 9 Options Evening  Thursday 10 February 

Half Term  Monday 14 February – Friday 18 February  

Year 11 Mock Exams  Monday 21 February – Friday 04 March 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  Thursday 24 February  

Year 10 National Apprenticeship Show Tuesday 1st March  

World Book Day  Thursday 3rd March  

National Careers Week  Monday 7 March – Friday 11 March 

Dress to Impress Careers Day  Thursday 10 March  

SEN Forum for Parents Wednesday 16 March  

Last day of Spring Term  Friday 1 April  

Easter Holidays Monday 4 April – Monday 18 April  

All students return to school  Tuesday 19 April  

Key Dates – Spring Term   
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Real Eyes Opticians Art Competition 

 

We are pleased to announce the winner of the Real Eyes Art competition 2021-2022. The competition was 

based on a voting system open to the public during the public gallery in the Autumn term. Viewers of the 

work were able to select their favourite piece from the display of alumni Year 11 exam-work.  

 

Whilst it was a closely fought battle with multiple entries from our GCSE students, congratulations must go 

to Sarah Ayoub who has been crowned the winner. Her art entry won by the majority of votes, and she walks 

away with a brand new pair of Ray Bans, courtesy of Real Eyes Opticians. 

 

Thank you to Paul and Real Eyes Opticians who hosted the event, to the inspirational students who shared 

their creativity and to the Friends of Twickenham School who helped make this event possible. 

 

Stay tuned for our next contest coming soon! 

 

 

In and around school  
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Year 12 Drama Inspiration  

 

GCSE Drama students and selected Year 9 Drama Master Learners were invited to watch the Year 12 

performance of James Fritz’s Parliament Square by Richmond Upon Thames College (RUTC) students on 

Wednesday evening.  

 

The students were among the first to enjoy RUTC’s brand new studio and theatre space, which gave an insight 

into post-16 opportunities and aspirations. With mature and political themes, students were engrossed in the 

compellingly emotional story, performed with skill from RUTC students. 90 minutes of uninterrupted 

narrative, in an intimate theatre set-up, heightened students’ awareness of what is required from high level 

exam work in drama, and gave us plenty to talk about post show. 

  

The performance marks one of the first opportunities as part of our partnership with RUTC Creative Arts 

faculty. Our own Creative Arts team are excited to be sharing expertise with the college, resources and 

opportunities to enrich the potential of our GCSE students. Seeing the performance motivated Year 11, who 

are only a short time away from this level themselves. Year 9 and Year 10 students also gained a further insight 

into the exciting script technique they are exploring in lessons. We look forward to many more opportunities 

of this kind and to seeing the benefits that this collaboration brings Twickenham School students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Laureate’s Take 

 

Each week our Poet Laureate, Theodore Ho, will be posting either an original or 

published poem for our community’s delight and consideration.  

 

 
The Old Beggar 

  

Once there was an old beggar,  

Yelling at the street with a mad prayer.  

He thinks he’s useless,  

People think he’s worthless.  

His prayer, a sign of depression,  

Soon it became an obsession.  

Till one day he found a poster  
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Saying the law will not tolerate evil.  

He looked at a newspaper,  

Saying the Senate tortured his Helper.  

His life suddenly became bright.  

He laughed and sang:  

‘Oh Lord please listen! 

Thank you for hearing my prayer! 

I once was blinded,  

Now I can see!  

They’ve seen the truth,  

That I am not the most sinned!’ 
 

       

© Theodore Ho 

  

Behind the Pen   

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

 

“Yesterday my father told me a story (it could have been a joke) about a person named Jack – Jack was a 

dictator. One day Jack told people that slavery is no longer allowed. After two years, he invites a guest to 

come and stay at his farm. The guest sees a bunch of workers being whipped. He turns to Jack to question 

him about it and Jack replies: ‘Don’t worry, they are volunteers.’ 

 

Within the narrative of my poem, the Old Beggar was once an enslaved ‘volunteer’ that was trapped by a 

merciless ruler, such as Jack. We see his suffering at the start, despite being ‘free’. It is only when he sees 

that justice has prevailed over his ‘helper’ being prosecuted that he feels enlightened and rightfully free in the 

world. The last line of the Old Beggar being the ‘most sinned’ purposefully indicates that he was not sinful 

but sinned against by the unjust actions of others. I wanted my readers to especially understand that those 

with power, have a long-lasting effect on those they are responsible for – so even if they correct their ways, 

sometimes the scars are never lifted.” 
 

 

PE 

 

This week proved productive for PE and Sport at Twickenham School.  

 

The Year 7 boys’ football team hosted their first game of the season, with Domink Slowiak putting in a ‘Man 

of the Match’ performance in goal.  

 

 
 

The Year 8 junior NBA team and the Year 7 Boys’ basketball team also picked up their first wins. Elsewhere, 

it was great to see students attend the first indoor cricket session with Middlesex cricket this week.  For 
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some Year 8 students, they had a gymnastic assessment, and it was a pleasure to see so many talented routines. 

Congratulations to Tomas Miklus, who is this week’s Sports Performer of the week for outstanding 

commitment to the Year 8 Basketball Team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Master Learner Calendar - Spring Term 

 

What is available beyond the classroom for your Master Learners? 

 

Spring term brings new challenges and fresh starts. We look forward to seeing Master Learners show initiative 

in their studies both inside and beyond the classroom. This provision outline is in addition to our 

comprehensive enrichment programme and ensures all students have something to strive towards and 

challenge themselves with. We encourage families, particularly those identified as Master Learners, to discuss 

these opportunities with students and encourage participation in the new term. Students can their teachers 

for more information on any of the items below.  

 

English  Literary Lunch 

 Poetry by Heart Competition in collaboration with Drama 

 Wider reading lists found on Learning Journeys  

 Torch Magazine contributions and editorial team  

 'Magistrates' Court Mock Trial (KS3)  

 Bar Mock Trial (KS4) 

Maths   Preliminary rounds for UKMT competition  

 Elite mentoring; Level 2 FSM Additional Maths Qualification 

Science  Crest Award  

 STEM club  
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 6th Form masterclass links  

History  Young History book critic -  book review of historical fiction 

Geography  BET Climate Conference (KS3) 

 Green Plan It 

RS  KS4 Drop Down Debate  

 Termly debate (KS3)  

MFL  Student led French Club in collaboration with Madame Tonella  

Drama  Poetry by Heart Competition in collaboration with English  

 Richmond Upon Thames Parliament Square Performance  

Dance  Twickenham School Dance Company (TSDC) performance for IGNITE  

 RUTC Master classes  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  

Music   Assembly performance contributions  

 Richmond Music Trust tuition  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  

Art and Design   Surrey Sculpture Society Sculpture Showcase 2022 - Landmark Arts Centre, 

Teddington  

PE  Inter-House competitions 

 Sports teams representation  

Business   FTSE ‘Fantasy’ Fund Manager 

Supra-curricular   Linklaters Business Foundation Course- 3 day work experience at a law firm  

 

 

Year 7 PE Scholarship Winner Robbie Rogers  

 

Robbie, 7JME, started Twickenham School this academic year with little confidence in his own abilities. 

However, Robbie told us that he takes great pride in being one of the more successful achievers in PE, a 

subject in which he is able to be more confident and try new things. Robbie wanted to join as many sports 

teams as he could and represent Twickenham School with pride, whilst we were keen to help him thrive at 

secondary school.  

 

We began Robbie’s scholarship with one-to-one opportunities with Mr Hayes, Head of PE, to identify Robbie’s 

strongest sport. Showing himself to be a promising basketball player, we tailored the scholarship package by 

including a Wilson basketball and specialist basketball trainers to use at home and in school, as well as access 

to clubs and training provisions to nurture Robbie’s sporting skill and keep his confidence growing. 
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Furthermore, Robbie will continue to benefit from specialist support throughout Year 7 in collaboration with 

the PE department.  

 

As we settle into Spring term, Robbie is continuing to explore all ranges of sports through his lessons and 

extra-curricular clubs. We hope to continue to see commitment in his personal development with this exciting 

scholarship provision.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PE department has created an exciting array of clubs to choose from. Please see the timetable below. 

 

 
 

 

Basket Ball Club 

 

This week, Mr Elbourne and his basketball champions travelled to Harris Academy in Battersea Park to play 

two games. They played exceptionally well, with one win and one loss. The dedication of the team is truly 

Clubs 
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outstanding. Fifteen students attend training on a Thursday morning before school and many more show up 

to the after school basketball club.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Please remember to vote for Twickenham School in the ASDA Foundation 

Giving Green Coin Promotion. 

 

Voting closes on Monday 31st January 2022, and you can vote weekly: 

https://www.asda.com/green-tokens 

 

Use the drop down menu to choose a store, select ‘Feltham’ and select 

‘GO’. This will bring you to the voting page, click the Big Green Coin and 

register your vote for Twickenham School.  

 

 

 

 

Kingston College Open Event 

 

It is with regret that we are writing to advise that the Kingston College Open Event planned for 22 January 

has been postponed. We are pleased to confirm that we have scheduled a new face-to-face event on Saturday 

26 February, 10am to 1pm, when we hope that the current Covid situation will have improved. 

 

For anyone wishing to register for the new February event, they can do so here. 

 

We have written to all those who had already registered for this event and they do not need to do anything; 

their tickets will automatically be transferred to the new date. Please note too that the previously advertised 

March event has also been cancelled in light of the new February event. To confirm, there are two 

remaining Open Events at Kingston College this academic year: 

 

Saturday 26 February, 10am to 1pm  

Friday 24 June, 11am to 1pm 

 
 

 

 

Notices  

 

https://www.asda.com/green-tokens
https://stcg.ac.uk/events/event/70-kingston-college-open-event
https://stcg.ac.uk/kingston-college/events
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Richmond Theatre Half Term opportunities 

 

This half term, we are offering a Songwriting Masterclass and a Special 

Effects Make-Up Masterclass for young people aged 11-18.  

 

Please click on the links below for further information. 

 

  

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/songwriting-workshop-hooks-lines-and-bars/richmond-theatre/ 

  

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/special-effects-make-up-masterclass/richmond-theatre/ 

 

 

  

 

 

 

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/songwriting-workshop-hooks-lines-and-bars/richmond-theatre/
https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/special-effects-make-up-masterclass/richmond-theatre/

