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                    Newsletter                              
                                                                 31 January 2022 

 

 
Dear Families, 

 

As we edge towards the half way point in the school year, important milestones for many students are being 

reached. Year 9 have concluded two weeks of GCSE Option assemblies.  My thanks to our Heads of 

Departments for providing inspiring and important information to help each student make the right choice. 

Year 11 are fast approaching their second mock examinations. Please do ensure your child is revising at home 

for these. 

 

Target Setting Week begins today. During this week, school will finish at 2pm every day to allow time for 

students to meet with their tutors for their one to one meetings. Students have been allocated a time when 

they will meet with their tutor and they must stay in school to attend this appointment please. They are 

allowed to leave at 2pm on all other days. This is an important process for your child as they are given the 

opportunity to meet with their tutor to review their academic progress across all subjects as well as their 

extra-curricular and leadership participation in school. I would be grateful if you could speak to your child 

about this prior to their appointment, and to consider targets that would support them to achieve their 

academic potential and to make the most out of school life. 

 

Master Learners had a wonderful opportunity to speak with a Holocaust survivor last week. We received 

incredible feedback regarding how articulate they were and how much the depth of their ‘unique and 

empathetic’ questions was appreciated. Feedback like this makes me so proud of our students.  

 

Staff Professional Development is always a top priority to ensure that our students receive the very best 

learning experience inside and outside of the classroom. Staff have been discussing how understanding about 

how the cognitive load theory is crucial when both planning and sequencing the curriculum and each individual 

lesson. I am very proud of the quality of our own CPD and very grateful to our dedicated staff who truly care 

about each student in our school.  

 

Lastly, please may I request that our car park is not used for dropping or collecting your child to school. This 

is a staff car park and has become dangerous as it is being used as a turning point onto Percy Road. I appreciate 

your support with this. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Assal Ruse 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

VALUES: Perseverance, Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy 
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Spring    January – April 2022 

Target Setting Week   31 January – 4 February 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  Thursday 3 February   

Year 9 Options Evening  Thursday 10 February 

Half Term  Monday 14 February – Friday 18 February  

Year 11 Mock Exams  Monday 21 February – Friday 4 March 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  Thursday 24 February  

Year 10 National Apprenticeship Show Tuesday 1st March  

World Book Day  Thursday 3rd March  

National Careers Week  Monday 7 March – Friday 11 March 

Dress to Impress Careers Day  Thursday 10 March  

SEN Forum for Parents Wednesday 16 March  

Last day of Spring Term  Friday 1 April  

Easter Holidays Monday 4 April – Monday 18 April  

All students return to school  Tuesday 19 April  

Key Dates – Spring Term   
 



  

Page 3  Twickenham School Newsletter  

 

 

 

A Laureate’s Take 

 

Each week, our Poet Laureate, Theodore Ho, will be posting either an original or 

published poem for our community’s delight and consideration.  

 

 
Normal 

  

Later, at home, we served  

cocktails and a cold supper.  

Years passed. we forgot  

the mahogany funeral parlor,  

the white body lying inside   

stopped screaming, we forgot  

the closing of the box.  

  

Gradually, things began   

to get back to normal.  

Under the glow of the   

Steady electric light,  

We put our drinks down   

On the mahogany coffee table;  

  

We pick them up. The air stirs   

But the candles have lost  

their meaning, and the sounds  

of traffic in the street   

nobody refers to.   

 

       

© Laurel Blossom 

  

Behind the Pen   

Just as great performances hold their designs and inspirations behind the curtain, each week we will 

unveil our Poet Laureate’s musings and motivations ‘behind the pen’: 

 

“The reason I wanted to share this poem is because I am starting to feel numb about the COVID 19 pandemic 

and it worries me. It seems as though it simply involves wearing a mask all the time, washing my hands 10 

times a day, and learning or working from home becoming the new normal.  

 

In Blossom’s ‘Normal’ she is expressing how she is starting to overcome the pain she felt from losing her loved 

ones. Overcoming pain is a good thing, but I feel guilty over becoming numb to all this – all the ongoings of the 

pandemic. I hope that everyone suffering from Covid-19 recovers, but I feel ever so guilty when I cannot stop 

myself every day, listening to the news, hearing how many people have now got it, and just seeing it as a 

number. It makes me feel so numb, and that is concerning, despite how much I want this to be over, and I 

want everyone to be safe. So, to anyone who may feel the same way as me, at least know you are not alone 

in experiencing this numb version of Normal.’’   
 

 

 

 

 

 

In and around school  
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P.E. 

 

It has been another busy week of sports in PE at Twickenham School. Well done to the Year 7 girls’ basketball 

who played extremely well in their match last week. 

 

 
 

 

 

Food and Nutrition 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was great to see many more students attending cricket training with 

Middlesex Cricket.  

 

 
On Thursday, our Year 9 sports 

leaders did a fantastic job 

representing our school as they 

helped run the Year 5/6 

Richmond Knights Basketball 

Event. There were some very 

talented young basketball 

players, and it was great to host 

the event. Finally, the Year 10 

boys’ football kicked off their 

first game of the year with a 

spirited performance against 

RTS. 

 

Congratulations to Danial Mackinney, Sports Performer of the week, 

for his outstanding leadership in the Year 10 boys’ football game.  

 

Year 10 GCSE students have 

been planning meals to meet 

the nutritional requirements 

for different age groups. All 

dishes were well thought out 

and produced from scratch. 

 

Ms Ruse had the pleasure of 

sampling a variety of the meals 

and thought they were 

exceptional.  
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Geography 

 

All students have been engaging in learning and reflection, linking 

to Holocaust Memorial Day 2022.  

Activities have included year group assemblies and Tutor Time 

sessions, focusing on real life stories and poems. All of the 

sessions covered the recognition of the power of their voice as 

individuals against prejudice and discrimination.  

 

A truly memorable experience, which our students found 

extremely impactful, was listening to the story told by Dr Agnes 

Kaposi, MBE, of her survival during the Holocaust.  

 

 

Master Learners experienced a live interactive Zoom conference with Dr Kaposi. Following on from Dr 

Kaposi’s presentation, our learners asked some extremely insightful questions.  

 

 

 

Master Learner Calendar - Spring Term 

 

What is available beyond the classroom for your Master Learners? 

 

Spring term brings new challenges and fresh starts. We look forward to seeing Master Learners show initiative 

in their studies both inside and beyond the classroom. This provision outline is in addition to our 

comprehensive enrichment programme and ensures all students have something to strive towards and 

challenge themselves with. We encourage families, particularly those identified as Master Learners, to discuss 

these opportunities with students and encourage participation in the new term. Students can their teachers 

for more information on any of the items below.  

 

English  Literary Lunch 

 Poetry by Heart Competition in collaboration with Drama 

 Wider reading lists found on Learning Journeys  

 Torch Magazine contributions and editorial team  

 'Magistrates' Court Mock Trial (KS3)  
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 Bar Mock Trial (KS4) 

Maths   Preliminary rounds for UKMT competition  

 Elite mentoring; Level 2 FSM Additional Maths Qualification 

Science  Crest Award  

 STEM club  

 6th Form masterclass links  

History  Young History book critic -  book review of historical fiction 

Geography  BET Climate Conference (KS3) 

 Green Plan It 

RS  KS4 Drop Down Debate  

 Termly debate (KS3)  

MFL  Student led French Club in collaboration with Madame Tonella  

Drama  Poetry by Heart Competition in collaboration with English  

 Richmond Upon Thames Parliament Square Performance  

Dance  Twickenham School Dance Company (TSDC) performance for IGNITE  

 RUTC Master classes  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  

Music   Assembly performance contributions  

 Richmond Music Trust tuition  

 Royal Opera House trip; Romeo and Juliet Ballet with live orchestra  

Art and Design   Surrey Sculpture Society Sculpture Showcase 2022 - Landmark Arts Centre, 

Teddington  

PE  Inter-House competitions 

 Sports teams representation  

Business   FTSE ‘Fantasy’ Fund Manager 

Supra-curricular   Linklaters Business Foundation Course- 3 day work experience at a law firm  
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The PE department has created an exciting array of clubs to choose from. Please see the timetable below. 

 

 
 

 

Scrabble Club 

 

The place to be on Tuesday and Friday lunchtimes is Scrabble Club! We also have some fantastic new games 

to play, such as Boggle, Bananagrams, Connect 4 and Guess Who!  

 

The ultimate Scrabble champion is Christian in Year 9. He has an incredible knowledge of words and an 

unbeaten track record.  

Do you think you have what it takes to become the next champion? Come along to Ms Charlton’s classroom 

and find out! 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Clubs 
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Small Animal Club 

 

The school guinea pigs, Cookie and Cream, certainly enjoy their time with students during lunchtimes. Our 

dedicated team of students help out every day by cleaning out the cage, preparing food and making sure that 

they get plenty of cuddles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please remember to vote for Twickenham School in the ASDA Foundation Giving 

Green Coin Promotion. 

 

Voting closes today, on Monday 31st January.  

 

https://www.asda.com/green-tokens 

 

Use the drop down menu to choose a store, select ‘Feltham’ and select ‘GO’. This 

will bring you to the voting page, click the Big Green Coin and register your vote for 

Twickenham School.  

 

 

 

 

Performing Arts Half Term Masterclasses 

 

Is your child interested in song writing? 

Is your child interested in theatre make-up and special effects? 

 

This half term, Richmond Theatre are offering a Song writing Masterclass 

and a Special Effects Make-Up Masterclass for young people aged 11-18. 

Here are the links to the events: 

  

Songwriting Masterclass, 3 hours, Tuesday 15th February, from £20 

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/songwriting-workshop-hooks-lines-and-bars/richmond-theatre/ 

 “Hone your top line hook writing over instrumentals and loops. Learn what makes a song memorable and 

explore different approaches to generating ideas quickly.” 

Notices  

  
 

 

https://www.asda.com/green-tokens
file:///C:/Users/Nicola.Hogan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/GIM9UNBZ/Songwriting%20Masterclass,%203%20hours,%20Tuesday%2015th%20February,%20from%20£20%20https:/www.atgtickets.com/shows/songwriting-workshop-hooks-lines-and-bars/richmond-theatre/
file:///C:/Users/Nicola.Hogan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/GIM9UNBZ/Songwriting%20Masterclass,%203%20hours,%20Tuesday%2015th%20February,%20from%20£20%20https:/www.atgtickets.com/shows/songwriting-workshop-hooks-lines-and-bars/richmond-theatre/
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Useful for aspiring musicians, GCSE students or hobby musicians alike.  

 

Special effects make-up Masterclass, 2 hours, Thursday 17th February, from £27 

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/special-effects-make-up-masterclass/richmond-theatre/ 

 

“Kate has worked for over 15 years in the film, TV and theatre industries as a Theatrical and Special Effects 

Makeup Artist, working with directors and producers on hundreds of different productions across the UK 

and Europe. Kate is known for her love of horror FX and brings her own unique take on horror to her family-

friendly workshops! 

Using a highly imaginative visual approach to her workshops, Kate has had continued success over many years 

working with young people in schools, colleges and theatres, allowing students of all ages, abilities and cultural 

backgrounds to engage in and explore this unique subject. Kate’s Special FX sessions encourage participants 

to express their imagination and curiosity, whilst allowing them to explore this diverse film and theatre subject 

in a fun, exciting and safe environment! 

Using safe, skin friendly and washable products, Kate will guide the group through a step by step approach to 

creating and applying “casualty” style special effects, using products that can easily be re-created at home.” 

Useful for aspiring and developing artists, costume designers, make-up artists, GCSE Drama, art or Dance 

students and anyone who would like to try a new skill.  

  

We do hope to have some of our aspirational students at the theatre for these creative learning opportunities. 

If your child gets involved, please share with us via info@twickenhamschool.org.uk or via our social media: 

 

Facebook: Twickenham School 

Twitter: @Twick_Sch  

 

Richmond Theatre do not want cost to be prohibitive to attending this event. If you 

have concerns, they may be able to help.  

Please contact  richmondcl@theambassadors.com for more information. 

 

 

Nominate a young person for the Rotary Young Citizen Awards. 

  

 

Please click on link for more information about the 

Rotary Young Citizen Awards and how to nominate 

one of our students. 

 

Rotary Young Citizen Awards 2021/2022 

 

https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/special-effects-make-up-masterclass/richmond-theatre/
mailto:info@twickenhamschool.org.uk
mailto:%20richmondcl@theambassadors.com
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T3529P6
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