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Ms Ruse joined Twickenham School from Waldegrave School in 2016. Since 
then the school has gone from strength to strength.

‘Welcome to our school. Choosing the right secondary school for your child is one of the 
most important decisions you will make. Come and see us to help inform your decision. 
We are a student-centred school and we strive to ensure that our students develop to 
be the best they can be. We have high expectations of students and of staff. Providing 
the best quality of education is our priority whilst providing a caring, supportive 
environment and a strong pastoral structure. Our aim is for our students to get the best 
curriculum and school experience in order to develop into happy, confident, resilient 
individuals, who believe in growth mind-set and will go on to achieve and make 
their aspirations a reality. All we do is guided by our school values of: Perseverance, 
Responsibility, Integrity, Dedication, Empathy, I look forward to meeting you and your 
child so that you can see for yourself the exciting opportunities Twickenham School 
provides.’

Leadership

'Pupils feel happy at this school. They make any pupil who 
joins the school feel welcome, such as through the buddy 
system. Pupils are respectful towards each other and staff. 
Everyone is accepting of others, no matter what their 
personal characteristics and traits.'  

July 2021 Ofsted visit

‘We think our boys are so blessed to be in Twickenham 
School with such a committed leadership and staff team.  
Thank you for your relentless hard work in improving every 
aspect of the school - you don’t know how grateful and 
relieved we are!’                      Parent

‘The headteacher and her staff have established a warm, 
happy and nurturing learning environment in which all 
pupils can flourish.
 
There is a harmonious atmosphere both inside and out in 
the playground.
 
Pupils and staff interact happily together in this pleasant 
learning environment.’  

September 2019 Ofsted visit



Transition

Every year, many families comment 
on how quickly their child has felt 
at home after joining Twickenham 
School - we invest a lot of time to 
ensure that this is the case. 

Once your child has a place with us, 
we try to find out as much about 
them as possible before they start 
in September, so that by the time 
they arrive we know them well.  We 
have excellent relationships with 
local primary schools, who provide 
us with information that help give 
your child the best start here at 
Twickenham. 

A specialist transition team 
(including the leadership team) 
visits every primary school to meet 
your child's class teacher.  Every 
family is also invited to meet the 
team prior to starting to discuss 
everything we need to know about 
your child.

Some students have visited us 
for taster days in Years 6, and all 
future students are invited to our 
induction day in July.  It gives your 
child a taste of  life at Twickenham 
School, an opportunity to meet 
new friends and spend time 
with some of the teachers who 
will be teaching them for many 
years to come.  Parents are then 

invited to an information evening 
which includes an event hosted 
by our friendly, active 'Friends 
of Twickenham School' so that 
you can meet fellow parents.  We 
also invite students who have 
additional needs, or are the only 
student coming from their school, 
for an extra afternoon before the 
induction day, so they have an 
opportunity to settle in early.

We are very proud to have an 
established Year 8 ‘buddy’ system. 
Year 8 students apply for this 
prestigious role, they are the face of 
our transition and will be with your 
child every step of the way.

As you can see, our transition 
programme is thorough and 
welcoming, based on years of 
experience and refined each year. 
We work hard on induction because 
we believe that it is important to get 
it right for each child.  As a result, 
the majority of students do not 
have any concerns when starting 
Twickenham School and parents 
give us very positive feedback 
about this process.

‘I just wanted to say thank you so much for the flying 
start you’ve given my daughter in her secondary school 
career.  She comes home every day to tell me that it has 
been the best day ever, with a huge smile on her face and 
a list of things she’s done or tried, or not done so well but 
will try to do better.’  Parent

I give my thanks as a parent for having 
children at Twickenham school and 
especially the support we have received 
as a family since Ms Ruse took over 
as Headteacher.  As a primary school 
professional, I am thankful to have the 
continued support from the school for 
my family.                                                        Parent



 

Learning and curriculum

When your child arrives at Twickenham School, 
we use information from their primary school 
plus diagnostic testing and teacher assessment 
to determine the support and challenge that 
they need.  During Key Stage 3, we also focus on 
developing the skills and habits that children 
need for success at Key Stage 4. 

In Year 10, students begin GCSE and vocational 
courses.  We use our 11-16 status as an 
opportunity to boost students’ aspirations so that 

their eyes are opened to the opportunities that 
lie ahead for them.  For example, we have taken 
students to visit Oxford University, sixth form 
colleges and school sixth forms, apprenticeship 
providers and employers.  We offer high quality 
careers advice, including mock interviews and 
help with applications.  This means that our 
students have high rates of entry into education 
or training when they leave us and are prepared 
and confident in taking their next steps. 

‘Staff have developed a curriculum that provides pupils with a broad 
range of experiences.  It has also helped to define the knowledge and 
skills that pupils need to tackle examination courses successfully.’  

Ofsted

‘Pupils benefit from a comprehensive, impartial careers guidance 
programme. In the past two years, every Year 11 pupil has continued 
into post-16 education or training.’ Ofsted July 2021

‘We came away from Parents’ Evening last night the proudest parents you could 
possibly be.  Our son is exceeding our expectations and in his last Geography test 
(which was questions from a GCSE paper) he came top of the year.  Top of the 
Year - wow!!  We really, as parents, cannot thank you and your staff enough for the 
passion and drive at the school.  We really did choose the right school.’   Parent

Twickenham School students are encouraged 
to challenge themselves in every lesson, and 
through a variety of enrichment opportunities. 
We expect, with the guidance of skilled teachers 
and leadership, all our students to strive for the 
best outcomes and become Master Learners.  

This programme helps to guide students in their 
transition to further study, to develop academic 
and transferable skills and reach beyond their 
GCSE targets. It is important that experiences 
and education enables all students, in all years, to 
achieve their full potential.  'More Able' provision 
is embedded in this programme with a vast range 
of experiences and opportunities to ensure our 
most able students thrive.  

Subject teachers identify students who have 
shown particular potential in each subject area 
and this is shared with all staff. 

Our provision is designed to support and 
accelerate learning and personal growth. 
Many students continue to benefit from the 
programme via A Level maths tutoring with 
Hampton Boys School, The Brilliant Club 
Scholars’ Programme, author master classes, 
music scholarships and more. 

Key Stage Three  
• Strong transition from key stage two to three 

to ensure consistency and development of 
prior knowledge.  

• In KS3, students study English, Mathematics 
and Science along with Art, Computing, 
Drama, Food, French or German, Geography, 
History, PE, RE, Dance and Design 
Technology.

• Our key stage three curriculum is significantly 
challenging to ensure that students have been 
taught the necessary skills and content to be 
equipped to move onto key stage four in Year 
10.  

• During Year 9, students are guided through 
the pathways process and are given bespoke 
guidance on which pathway best suits them.    

• Pathways vary between individuals, year 
groups and are dependent on the cohort.    

• Students are encouraged to study Ebacc 
subjects as part of their options process.  

Key Stage Four  
• Students then have two years to study their 

GCSE pathways which means they can cover 
the content and depth required.    

• There are some subjects that are compulsory 
and these are contained in the core block.  
Core subjects are: English, mathematics, 
Science and Core PE.  

• The remainder of curriculum time is 
individual and personalised; students get 
three or four option choices, dependent on the 
student. This means that most students take 
eight or nine GCSEs.    

• Pathway subjects are reviewed each year 
depending on the interest and ability of the 
year group and include Business Studies, 
Computing, Dance, Drama, Art, Food, 
Geography, History, Photography, French and 
German. 

Future Success 
• A-levels at top academic institutions. 
• Students developed to be ready for the next 

stage in their education, whether A-levels, 
BTecs or apprenticeships.  

• Excellent careers support and advice to make 
informed choices. 

Creative Arts: Art and Design, Photography, Dance, Drama, Music, PE 
Humanities: Geography, History, Religious Studies 
Design & Technology : Design and Technology, Food and Nutrition, Computer Science 
Modern Foreign Languages: French, German 
Sciences:  Guided option to take Chemistry, Physics and Biology as 3 separate GCSEs 

instead of the combined science GCSEs in the core curriculum.  
Flexible Pathway: This option is for selected students only. Students might have study support 

lessons and/or study an alternative course, suited to their needs. 

Master Learner Programme



Inclusion

Twickenham School is proud to have at the heart of our community, students from all backgrounds, 
abilities, ethnicities and religions. We consider each student as an individual and so we tailor Learning 
Support provision to each learner’s unique needs. We support students with a variety of learning 
differences to achieve their full potential; these include Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Autism Spectrum Disorder, 
ADHD and mental health issues. We are firmly of the belief that learning support is the responsibility 
of every teacher and classroom assistant and so our approach is holistic and thorough. Additionally, we 
have a strong Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) department, who identify the best way 
to support students and work alongside them and their families. The SEND department offer a warm 
and welcoming environment for learners to seek support. The highly qualified members of staff use their 
wealth of experience and knowledge of specific learning needs to help students to understand their skills 
and their learning differences well enough to become confident, independent learners. The student’s own 
voice and opinion is very important to the process and we will look to identify each student’s learning 
preferences to help inform their provision and subsequent differentiation recommendations.

Twickenham School offers an intimate 
environment in which no student is lost and 
every child is nurtured and given the chance to 
flourish.  There are many pressures on young 
people today and Twickenham School has a focus 
on developing their wellbeing and resilience.  
We have a strong pastoral support structure 
including our own Relational Support worker.

Students joining us in Year 7 are placed in a tutor 
group that remains the same throughout their 
time with us.  This means that they develop 
strong relationships with each other and their 
tutor.

There are three Houses in Twickenham School, 
each with its own identity and House captain. 
With Head of Year/Tutor/Student leadership 
support, each House takes the lead across a 
different term to develop and facilitate a charity 
event in honour of their linked charity. The term’s 
focus gives a spotlight to the entrepreneurial 
skills and values of students whilst giving them 
an opportunity to work with students in different 

year groups. Educating the school community on 
the cause as well as raising money and  awareness 
is the primary focus of the process.

Students may plan and incorporate things 
including (but not limited to):
· One off events
· Day long events
·  Week long collection of events/focus week
· Cross curricular opportunities
·   Clubs and enrichment groups

All students participate in a carefully planned 
Personal Development and Citizenship 
programme via tutor groups, assemblies and 
dedicated curriculum time during Years 7, 8 and 
9. These sessions cover a range of topics including 
health and wellbeing, relationships education and 
preparing for life in modern Britain.  

Additionally there are many opportunities for 
student leadership, from participation in the 
school council and captaining sports teams, to 
being a prefect.  

Encouragement and support

‘Pupils’ personal development 
is good … There are clear 
opportunities for pupils to take 
on positions of responsibility. 
… This develops their 
personal skills effectively and 
contributes significantly to the 
school’s positive atmosphere.’  

Ofsted

‘Pupils who have SEN and/or disabilities, and those who speak English as an 
additional language, are taught well.  Consequently, they make strong progress 
with their learning.’                                                                                                                                              Ofsted 

‘The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal development and welfare is good. 
As one parent noted, "pastoral care is outstanding".’                                                             Ofsted



Beyond the classroom

Twickenham School students are given numerous 
opportunities to learn outside the classroom.  Trips 
run by the school, range from theatre visits to 
the popular ski trip.  Our fantastic GCSE History 
study tour of battlefields of World War I includes 
the moving last post ceremony at the Menin Gate.  
The Year 11 leavers’ prom is a highlight for many 
students.

Twickenham School is proud of its sporting 
success, including winning numerous Borough 
Football Cups, plus gold and silver medals in 
borough gymnastics and athletics.  Ex-student 
Lauren James now plays football professionally 
for Manchester United women’s team and 
captains England under-19s; Luke Plange has 
a professional scholarship for Arsenal; Hannah 
McCallum Benson; National Youth Orchestra; 
Alfie Jones is current motorcross British champion; 
Henry Godfrey and his partner are official MIAC 
International Gold Medal Champions 2020, 
they represented Great Britain for Acrobatic 
Gymnastics. Our current students shine in many 
ways too, Nikola Slazba achieved Gold Award for 
scoring in the top 5% nationally for UKMT junior 
Mathematics Challenge and Kerem Beduk has just 
been invited to join Mensa having an IQ in the top 
1% of the population!  

We have a thriving Duke of Edinburgh award, 
run by an external provider and are proud of our 
record of exciting performances given by students 
both in school (for example, termly whole school 
showcases, Year 11 drama and dance, anti-bullying 
assemblies) and outside the school (such as 
RichDance, Whitton High Street Christmas 
lights switch on, Aspire).  In addition to this, we 
are the host school for many borough wide events 
bringing our community into our outstanding 
facilities (for example, Richmond Rhythm, Battle 
of the Books, sports tournaments). Student 
Leadership is also a key skill we strive to develop 
through hosting several KS3 sports events led by 
our students and working with the School Sports 
Partnership providing high quality events and an 
excellent opportunity for our students to develop 
their skills.

Students are encouraged to contribute to school 
life via the school council. Every Year 10 cohort 
takes part in the national Jack Petchey Speak Out 
Challenge. The school hosts all-day workshops 
to prepare students for public speaking as well 
as preparation for their GCSE Spoken Language 
Assessment. Top participants go on to enter the 
National Competition representing Twickenham 
School at various stages. Previous students, Alice 
Fraser and Harry Munslow have won at the 
National and Regional competitions respectively. 

‘A wide range of lunchtime and after-school activities enhances pupils’ 
experiences well.  The school also provides activities to raise pupils’ 
aspirations such as the recent visit of Year 10 pupils to Oxford University’.

 Ofsted

Twickenham School strives to nurture students 
with an awareness of the issues both in their own 
community and the wider context around them. 
Our charity calendar exposes our students to a 
wide and rich set of experiences with opportunities 
to both contribute and facilitate.

Across a typical academic year, all students are 
given the opportunity to engage with multiple 
charitable causes and are encouraged to realise 
how they can help others.

Possible opportunities include (but are not limited 
to):
· Mufti days with themes for chosen charities
· Cake sales
· Sponsored events
· One-off sports fixtures (e.g. students vs staff)
· Volunteering
· Friends of Twickenham School stalls
· Collaborations with local businesses
· Celebrations of national charity events (e.g. 

Comic Relief, Children in Need…)

However, staff and students also like to have fun, as 
the photos of World Book Day show!

Friends of Twickenham School are active 
throughout the year, arranging various fund-
raising events, including a quiz night, comedy 
night, stalls at local Whitton fairs, a Christmas tree 
sale and a Rock'n'Roll bingo night.  Various parents 
have now moved on as their children have finished 
at the school, so we are actively looking for more 
help! We are a friendly bunch of parents/carers 
and are always pleased to see new faces at our 
events - either taking part and/or helping. We have 
managed to raise over £7000 in previous financial 
years, buying fantastic items for the school ranging 
from science resources to outdoor seating, table 
tennis tables to prom decorations and iPads 
to library books; many more items have been 
purchased for the school, identified by the needs of 
different departments.  

However, our events are not all about making 
money: coming along to meetings or helping at 
functions is a brilliant way to meet other parents 
and establish community and support. We would 
love you to come along and join us in whatever 
capacity you can manage.  

There is a closed Facebook group - 'Parents of 
Twickenham School' - which new parents and 
carers are encouraged to join; this is a great way to 
find out what is going on, make connections and 
celebrate our children and their school.  

Friends of Twickenham School



Behaviour and values

Safe

‘The local governing 
body carries out 
its responsibilities 
effectively and helps 
to ensure the welfare 
and safety of pupils.’  

Ofsted

‘Pupils have a clear understanding of right and wrong partly because of the school’s 
effective policies for behaviour, which staff apply consistently.’

Twickenham School has clear values and these are demonstrated and reinforced at every opportunity.  
Students are smartly dressed and expected to treat each other – and staff – with politeness and respect.  
The behaviour policy is consistently applied and there are clear sanctions in place for not complying. 
Good behaviour is praised and reinforced.

When students are out of school on trips in uniform, staff are regularly praised for their good manners 
and helpful behaviour.  We are proud of our students and they are proud of their school.

Ofsted have deemed Safeguarding in the school 
to be effective. Extracts from the report capture 
how as a school community we prioritise and 
ensure this is paramount:

‘Pupils feel safe at school. Bullying is 
rare. When it does occur, staff deal with 
it effectively. Pupils said that staff are 
good at listening to them. Pupils trust 
the members of the safeguarding team. 
They know staff will help them when 
they feel upset or worried.’ 
Ofsted 2019

‘Leaders and staff take good care of 
pupils’ welfare needs and those of 
their families. During the national 
lockdowns, for example, staff helped 
families to access services that they 
needed. Leaders also made sure that all 
pupils had the necessary equipment for 
online learning. A high proportion of 
pupils attended virtual lessons. ‘
Ofsted visit July 2021

Ensuring Twickenham school families felt 
supported and listened to was at the heart of our 
response during lockdown. Providing weekly 
check in calls to students has been greatly 
appreciated by parents, carers and students as 
part of our provision. A huge banner with the 
message below was awarded to the school.

'To all the wonderful staff at 
Twickenham School, thank you for 
your commitment and care of the TS 
students over these past few months. 
We are so grateful and we think you are 
amazing.'

Ofsted



Facilities

Twickenham School’s facilities are 
second to none in the borough. Our 
buildings were completely rebuilt 
in 2015 and upgraded in 2018, so 
our students enjoy world-class 
facilities, including smart boards in 
classrooms, purpose-built science 
laboratories, DT workshop and a 
food technology room.  We also 
have dedicated IT suites and high 
quality drama and dance studios. 

Sport facilities are excellent, with 
tennis and netball courts, an indoor 
sports hall, and a state-of-the-
art astroturf that is available at 
lunchtimes as well as for PE lessons.  
We are delighted to have a school 
climbing wall, a popular facility that 
we love to share with other schools 
and the community. 

Our auditorium is fully equipped 
with excellent lighting and sound 
systems, and is used for assemblies 
as well as performances and film 
nights.  Our students enjoy some of 
the best food thanks to our catering 
staff.

Twickenham School has a stunning 
library at the heart of the school,  
which is proving popular with 
students.

Our school grounds contain 
picnic benches and table tennis 
tables to encourage students to 
enjoy activities and socialising 
outside during breaks.  We are 
also working with the Royal 
Horticultural Society (supported 
by local businesses, Heart Radio 
and the Metropolitan Police) on the 
Twickenham School Community 
Garden: the project encourages 
members of the community to work 
alongside students to enhance and 
enjoy the school grounds.

Twickenham School is well 
placed for public transport.  It is 
15 minutes’ walk from Whitton 
Station and easily reached on foot 
from Twickenham via the foot 
tunnel from Meadway. Buses 
currently include 391, H22, 110, 607 
and 272, with bus stops near the 
school.

There is a sheltered bike rack inside 
the school grounds to encourage 
students to exercise and reduce 
congestion on their way to and from 
school.

‘The facilities and building are my favourite things!’
Year 7 student (from Buckingham)

‘The library is really fun!’
Year 7 student (from Nelson)

‘Today at work a colleague told my husband that his family 
had come to an open evening and Twickenham School has 
"smashed it", all the parents are so impressed and are now 
saying how impressed they were and that they are now putting 
TS as their 1st choice!’  Parent



• 

Twickenham School is part of the Bourne Education Trust.

Trust Vision: 
We want to create an outstanding school with the highest aspirations and dedication to achieving the best 
outcomes for all our learners:

• An unshakeable belief in the intrinsic value of every individual within our community 
• Exciting and creative climates for learning within a safe and supportive environment 
• Sustainable collaboration and sharing of best practice 
• Personal and professional development for all members of staff 
• Accountability based on honesty and responsibility in all our relationships. 

We Believe: 
• That every pupil deserves a good education that enables them to be the best they can possibly be 
• That every individual in our community of schools (our pupils, staff, families and friends) is important 

and has something to contribute 
• In building an exciting and creative climate for learning within a safe and supportive environment 
• In ensuring the personal and professional development for all members of staff so that they have a 

rewarding and a fulfilling career within our community of schools 
• In accountability based on honesty and responsibility in all our relationships. 

Percy Road, Twickenham, Middlesex, TW2 6JW
info@twickenhamschool.org.uk

020 8894 4503
Twitter: @twickSch
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‘Relationships between teachers and 
pupils are positive.  Classroom routines 

are well established and teachers manage 
behaviour effectively.  This ensures that 

the atmosphere in classrooms is positive 
and focused on learning.’  

Ofsted

‘Strong leadership and clear procedures are making a noticeable difference to 
pupils’ outcomes.’

‘Activities grab pupils’ interest and motivate them to learn well.’
Ofsted


