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Twickenham School SEND Information Report 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

To be read in conjunction with Richmond Borough’s Local Offer (AFC Local Offer) and the 

Twickenham School SEND Policy.  

 

We are a mainstream school experienced in supporting the needs of students with all types of Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). At Twickenham School, our SEND identification is based on the 

statutory requirements of the SEND Code of Practice 2015 (updated SEND CoP). 

 

The SEND support takes the form of a four-part cycle through which earlier decisions and actions are revisited, 

refined and revised with a growing understanding of the student’s needs and of what supports the student in 

making good progress and securing good outcomes. This is known as the graduated approach where we 

implement the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ element of the SEND CoP. It draws on more detailed approaches, 

more frequent review and more specialist expertise in successive cycles in order to match interventions to the 

SEND of young people. 

 

We employ the ‘Wave of Intervention Model’ which involves developing, implementing and maintaining 

evidence-based strategies for students with SEND. All Interventions at Twickenham School are data driven and 

outcomes focused whilst keeping a child centric approach. This is in line with the SEND CoP, which makes it 

clear that additional intervention and support cannot compensate for a lack of quality first teaching. As such, it 

reflects that high-quality teaching, which is appropriately differentiated, is the first step in responding to possible 

Special Educational Needs. 
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What do we mean by ‘Special Educational Needs’? 

The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 2015 states that a child or young person has SEN if they have 

a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A child of 

compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty if they: 

a) Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; or 

b) Have a disability which prevents or hinders then from making use of educational facilities of a kind 

generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions. 

 

What is the difference between this SEND Information Report and the school’s SEND 

Policy? 

Twickenham School’s SEND Policy is available from the school’s website Twickenham School Policies. It sets 

out how the school aims to identify, assess and meet students’ special educational needs. 

 

This Report is an annual account of how the School’s SEND Policy has been implemented during the past year. 

For this reason, the Report is prepared during the Autumn Term. 

 

Who should read this SEND Information Report? 

The Report is designed to answer parents’ questions about SEND at Twickenham School. It links with the 

London Borough of Richmond’s Local Offer for SEND and therefore the Report may be of interest to anyone 

providing or using services within the Local Offer. The local offer can be found at AFC Local Offer. 

 

If you have any concerns or questions about the content of this report or about SEND at Twickenham School, 

please contact: 

Jenna Good (SENDCO): send@twickenhamschool.org.uk  

Assal Ruse (Headteacher): info@twickenhamschool.org.uk  

 

Contact details of support services for parents of pupils with SEND: 

Support is also available through SENDIASS. SENDIASS stands for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

Information and Advice Support Service and is facilitated by KIDS covering the boroughs of Richmond and 

Kingston. They give families information, advice and support on enquiries relating to special educational needs 

and disabilities, the Education Health and Care Plan process, details on local support services and information 

and help with benefit forms, e.g. DLA.  

Phone: 0208 831 6179  

Email: RichmondKingston@kids.org.uk 

Visit their Facebook page or visit Richmond and Kingston local offer. 

 

Complaints Procedure 

Full details of the complaint procedure at Twickenham School can be found on our website under Twickenham 

School Policies. 

 

What does this Report include? 

In line with para. 6.79 of the Code of Practice on SEND (January 2015), this Report includes information about: 

mailto:send@twickenhamschool.org.uk
mailto:info@twickenhamschool.org.uk
mailto:RichmondKingston@kids.org.uk
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1. The kinds of special educational needs that are provided for at Twickenham School 

2. Our policies for identifying when students have special educational needs and assessing 

these needs, including the name and contact details of the SEND Co-ordinator 

3. Our arrangements for consulting parents of students with SEND and involving them in 

their child’s education 

4. Our arrangements for consulting our students with SEND and involving them in 

their education 

5. How we assess and review students’ progress towards outcomes, including the 

opportunities available to work with them and their parents as part of this assessment 

and review 

6. Our arrangements for supporting students in moving between phases of education and 

in preparing for adulthood, including their ambitions for further and higher education, 

employment, independent living and participation in society. 

7. The school’s approach to teaching students with SEND 

8. How adaptations are made to our curriculum and to the learning environment for 

students with SEND 

9. The expertise and training of our staff to support students with SEND, including 

how specialist expertise will be secured 

10. How we evaluate the effectiveness of our provision for students with SEND 

11. How students with SEND are enabled to engage in activities with their peers who do 

not have SEND 

12. Our support for improving emotional and social development including extra pastoral 

support arrangements for listening to the views of our students with SEND and measures 

to prevent bullying 

13. How the school involves other bodies, including health and social care bodies, local 

authority support services and voluntary sector organisations, in meeting students’ 

SEND and supporting their families 

14. How the curriculum has been made accessible for any students who have SEND and/or 

a disability and who are looked after by a local authority. 

 

SEN & Disability Information Report 2021-22 

 

1. The kinds of 

special 

educational 

needs that are 

provided for at 

Twickenham 

School 

Twickenham School is able to cater for a wide range of special educational needs 

across the four areas identified in the Code of Practice: 

• Cognition and learning 

• Communication and interaction (including autism) 

• Social, emotional and mental health needs 

• Physical and sensory needs 

 

See Appendix 1 for further details on the four areas of need. 

 

The admission arrangements for students without an Education, Health and 

Care Plan do not discriminate against or disadvantage disabled children or those 

with special educational needs and will follow the usual school admissions 

procedures which MUST: 
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• consider applications from parents of children who have SEND but do 

not have an EHC plan on the basis of the school’s published admissions 

criteria as part of normal admissions procedures 

• not refuse to admit a child on the grounds that they do not have an EHC 

plan 

Decisions on the admission of students with an Education, Health and Care plan 

are made by the Local Authorities (LB Richmond and LB Hounslow) which 

should be in consultation with the School. 

The Gateway Centre, a resource base for students with an Education, Health 

and Social Care Plan specifying an autism spectrum disorder, is co-located with 

the School. Gateway Centre is part of the Clarendon Schools group and 

admissions are managed in partnership with Achieving for Children, London 

Borough of Richmond. 
2. Our policies for 

identifying when 

students have 

special 

educational 

needs and 

assessing these 

needs, including 

the name and 

contact details of 

the SENDCO 

Our aim is for students’ SEND to be identified as quickly as possible. Most 

students with SEND have been identified before or on entry to Twickenham 

School using our screening system. 

 

Twickenham School use a screening system upon admission into year 7 to assist 

with accurate identification of SEND students. The online screening systems used 

are: 

• Cognitive Abilities Tests (CATS). These are an online assessment which 

are be taken in year 7 and 8. It provides detailed information about a 

student’s vocabulary, numeracy, symbol and spatial skills, proof-reading 

(spelling, punctuation and grammar) and perceptual speed and accuracy. 

 

Additionally, all Year 7 students sit standardised baseline assessments from the 

Bourne Education Trust in the September of joining the school. This helps us to 

identify student support needs. 

 

The school’s SEND Policy is available from the website (under Parents / Policies). It 

sets out in more detail how the school identifies students with special needs. 

3. Our 

arrangements for 

consulting 

parents of 

students with 

SEND and 

involving them in 

their child’s 

education. 

Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education and are 

contacted by phone or email regularly by both the SENDCO, Deputy SENDCO 

and Teaching Assistants. Parents are also invited into school to meet with the 

SEND department. 

 

There is a termly SEND parent forum held where parents are invited in to school 

to meet the SEND Department and hear about news and updates. This is also an 

opportunity for parents to ask questions to the SEND Department and make 

suggestions. 

 

Any action points arising from communication with parents are shared with the 

Head of Year and any other relevant staff in school. 
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Crucially parents are actively involved in the development and review of EHC 

plans alongside the SENDCO. 

 

During lockdown periods where students are working from home, the SEND 

department phone the parents of every child on the SEND Register each week. 

This enables us to check in and ensure that both the student and family are 

supported throughout the difficult time. Any queries from the phone calls are then 

actioned within the week before the next call home. 

 

Parents are consulted prior to adding or removing students from the SEND register 

and are kept informed of interventions taking place. 

4. Our 

arrangements for 

consulting our 

students with 

SEND and 

involving them in 

their education 

At Twickenham School we believe that it is vital that students have a voice in 

their education. Therefore, we work closely with children and young people with 

SEND to agree outcomes and how we will all work towards these, and then to 

review progress. 

 

We achieve this through the following: 

• Regular meetings and phone calls with parents and students 

• Person centred meetings in the development and reviews of EHCP plans 

• Opportunities for SEND students to contribute to our policies on SEN and 

Equality through school surveys, school council and focus groups 

• Having a SEND dedicated office and classroom with an open door policy 

so that students can speak to us regularly. 

• SEND report targets being created together with students. 

• One Page Profiles being created in collaboration with students so that they 

can inform their teachers about what is important to them and what will best 

support them. 

5. How we assess 

and review 

students’ 

progress 

towards 

outcomes, 

including the 

opportunities 

available to work 

with them and 

their parents as 

part of this 

assessment and 

review 

The school’s assessment policy includes major monitoring points at termly intervals 

using formal assessment graded in line with the GCSE 9-1 model. This allows 

leadership, staff, parents and students to view progress from clear starting points. 

The progress of all children/young people is tracked throughout the school through 

these monitoring points and students with SEND form a particular focus group within 

these analyses for all subjects. Parents and students are sent this data every term so 

that they can see their child’s progress. If we have concerns about progress we will 

invite parents in to meet with us and identify strategies to be put in place. 

 

In addition, for children/young people with SEN we regularly review progress 

towards agreed outcomes assessing whether the support that’s been in place has 

made a difference and what we need to do next. 

 

When we run special intervention programmes for groups of children we assess how 

successful they have been and use that information to decide on how best to run them 

in the future. 

 

At Twickenham School, we take a graduated approach where we implement the 

‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ element of the SEND Code of Practice in order to help us 

review students’ progress towards outcomes. 
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6. Our 

arrangements for 

supporting 

students in 

moving between 

phases of 

education and in 

preparing for 

adulthood, 

including their 

ambitions for 

further and 

higher education, 

employment, 

independent 

living and 

participation in 

society 

We encourage all new pupils to visit the school before starting. For pupils with SEN 

there are additional days for visits and meetings with relevant staff in the term before 

joining from primary school. Similar arrangements are made available for starters mid-

term. The SENDCO also visits local Primary Schools to meet with students 

considering Twickenham School and gain information from their current SENDCOs 

on the support that will need to be in place to help them transition to Secondary 

school. 

 

Our students continue with their education and training in a variety of destinations 

when they reach 16: some join another school sixth form, some go to College, some 

begin training with providers offering concurrent employment and training. We 

prepare young people with SEND for the next stage of their education through 

individual careers advice and careers education lessons in the PDC curriculum. 

Additionally, students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities have a 

personalised meeting with a career’s advisor from the Local Authority’s Next Steps 

initiative. The specialist career advisor has had specialist training on helping young 

people with SEND and knows what relevant programmes of study are available at 

local colleges. The Next Steps career specialist meets students with SEND from Year 

9 onwards. They are invited to the annual review in Year 9, 10 & 11 for those with 

an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). This is to explores the student’s aspirations 

and abilities, what they would like to be able to do when they leave education or 

training and discover what support they need to achieve their ambition. EHCP reviews 

have agreed, clear outcomes which are ambitious and stretching and will prepare our 

students for adulthood. We are ‘child-centred’ in our approach and take into 

consideration the young person’s hopes, aspirations and ambitions. Other students 

with SEND or who are vulnerable in some way, also have the opportunity of the 

Next Steps advice initiative with the same emphasis on their goals for life. 

 

Transition support is also given from Key Stage 3 to 4 to ensure that subjects chosen 

for GCSEs are the right ones for the student. 

7. The school’s 

approach to 

teaching students 

with SEND 

At Twickenham School, SEND support takes the form of a four-part cycle through 

which earlier decisions and actions are revisited, refined and revised with a growing 

understanding of the student’s needs and of what supports the student in making 

good progress and securing good outcomes. This is known as the graduated 

approach where we implement the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ element of the SEND 

Code of Practice. It draws on more detailed approaches, more frequent review and 

more specialist expertise in successive cycles in order to match interventions to 

the SEND of young people. We employ the ‘Wave of Intervention Model’ which 

involves developing, implementing and maintaining evidence-based strategies for 

students with SEND. All Interventions at Twickenham School are data driven and 

outcomes focused whilst keeping a child centric approach. This is in line with the 

SEND Code of Practice, which makes it clear that additional intervention and 

support cannot compensate for a lack of quality first teaching. As such, it reflects 

that quality first teaching, which is appropriately differentiated, is the first step in 

responding to possible Special Educational Needs. 
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8. How adaptations 

are made to the 

curriculum and to 

the learning 

environment of 

students with 

SEND 

We offer a broad and balanced curriculum for all children and young people 

including those with SEND. Details of the school curriculum are published on the 

school website. The way we adapt the curriculum for children with SEND differs 

for every child depending on their emerging needs. 

 

Examples of adaptations to the curriculum include: 

• Timetabled Academic Support sessions for KS4 students. 

• Intervention programmes including in-class and withdrawal 

strategies to support the development of language and literacy 

skills. 

• Timeout cards to enable students to refocus during lessons. 

• Reduced GCSE options to enable students time to focus on core subjects. 

• Delivery of specialist interventions on a 1:1 basis. 

9. The expertise 

and training of 

our staff to 

support students 

with SEND, 

including how 

specialist 

expertise will be 

secured 

The school has a SENDCO, Deputy SENDCO, five LSAs and one SEND 

Administrator. 

Qualifications include: 

SENDCO – Distinction National Award SENDCO (Roehampton University), 

PGCE & Outstanding QTS (The Royal Academy of Dance), BA(Hons) 2:1 Dance 

and the Cultural Industries (The University of Leeds). 

Deputy SENDCO - Certificate in Learning Support. 

LSA - First Class Honours Degree in Theatre and Sociology 

LSA - MSC hons in Nutrition and BSC hons health and human Biology and 

Sports Science. Post grad certificate in higher education 

LSA - MSc Psychology, MSc Information Security, BSc Software Engineering, 

Foundation Course in Psychotherapy, Counselling and Coaching 

LSA - BA hons in Drama and Music 

LSA – BA hons Childhood and Youth Studies 

 

We provide regular training for Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) and for teaching 

staff regarding SEND. Staff have opportunities to discuss SEND students with the 

SEND department as well as being able to access profiles developed by teachers and 

LSAs. We ensure that all subject teachers and support staff who work with the 

student are aware of the support to be provided and the teaching approaches to 

be used. 

 

Where necessary outside agencies deliver bespoke training. 

10. How we 

evaluate the 

effectiveness of 

our provision for 

students with 

SEND 

The school’s assessment policy includes major monitoring points at termly intervals 

using formal assessment graded in line with the GCSE 9-1 model. This allows 

leadership, staff, parents and students to view progress from clear starting points. The 

progress of all children/young people is tracked throughout the school through these 

monitoring points and students with SEND form a particular focus group within these 

analyses for all subjects. 
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In addition, for children/young people with SEN we regularly review progress 

towards agreed outcomes assessing whether the support that’s been in place has 

made a difference and what we need to do next. 

 

When we run special intervention programmes for groups of children we assess how 

successful they have been and use that information to decide on how best to run them 

in the future. 

11. How students 

with SEND are 

enabled to 

engage in 

activities with 

their peers who 

do not have 

SEND 

A strong feature of the school is the supportive relationship between students of 

very different backgrounds and aptitudes. Students are tolerant of each other and 

show deep empathy. Consequently, students with SEND are able to join clubs and 

activities alongside their peers. 

This culture of acceptance and support is illustrated by the interaction between 

students enrolled at the Gateway Centre and their non-SEND peers, meeting 

together at break and lunch at the apron of the Centre to chat and share. 

Likewise, students who need quiet time at lunch and who don’t wish to be in a 

crowd are respected and protected by their peers, finding space to unwind and 

reflect without noise or interference. We have recently opened a sensory room for 

break and lunchtimes which students can access if they would benefit from a quiet 

environment during social times. 

All children and young people are included in activities and trips following risk 

assessments where needed and in accordance with duties under the Equalities Act 

2010. We talk to parents and young people when planning trips so that everyone is 

clear about what will happen. 

12. Our support for 

improving 

emotional and 

social 

development 

including extra 

pastoral support 

arrangements for 

listening to the 

views of students 

with SEND and 

measures to 

prevent bullying 

The Personal Development Curriculum on the Key Stage 3 timetable, continues to 

give all students a structured pathway to emotional and social development. The 

feedback from students has been very positive. 

The school has continued to provide Assembly presentations promoting peer 

support, highlighting the success of all students including those with SEND. The final 

assemblies which are held in the Sports Hall in July, is a remarkable celebration of 

personal achievements and firmly embeds positive regard for students with 

disabilities and adverse circumstances. 

The school has a very clear focus on the prevention of bullying, led by the Heads of 

Year and the Safeguarding team. Daily liaison with Tutors and support staff ensures 

that students with SEND are monitored and empowered to speak out about social 

conflict. 

Further support is given to students with SEND through our pastoral support team, 

East to West Counselling Service, community police support officers and sessions 

with LSA’s on social stories/social skills/Zones of Regulation. 

 

If it is felt that additional specialist support is needed, a referral will be made to 

Children’s and Adolescent Mental Health Services. 
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13. How the school 

involves other 

bodies, including 

health and social 

care bodies, 

local authority 

support services 

and voluntary 

sector 

organisations, in 

meeting 

students’ SEND 

and supporting 

their families 

 

The SENDCO attends meetings with: 

• The Speech and Language Therapy service (therapists and Service Manager) 

• CAMHS in Richmond and Hounslow 

• E.P. in Richmond 

• The SEND Information, Advice and Support Service 

• The Local Authority 

• Local Primary and Secondary Schools. 

 

Key Agency Terms: 

EP - Educational Psychologist 

SALT - Speech and Language Therapy 

SEND - Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

EHCP - Education and Health Care Plan 

CAMHS - Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 

SENDCo - Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator 

EISS - Early Intervention Support Service 

LSA  - Learning Support Assistant 

AfC - Achieving for Children 

14. How the 

curriculum has 

been made 

accessible for any 

students who 

have SEND 

and/or a 

disability and 

who are looked 

after by a local 

authority. 

The school has a Designated Teacher who has the lead responsibility for the 

development and achievement of looked after or previously looked after students. 

The Designated teacher maintains up-to-date individualised planning of the students’ 

education and will liaise with the other agencies involved. This approach ensures that 

special needs are highlighted and that the curriculum is reviewed to ensure its 

accessibility for students with additional needs. 
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Appendix 1 - Explaining the Special Educational Needs & Disability Register 

- What Does It Mean? 

All Teachers are Teachers of Students with SEND. 
 

The term 'Special Educational Needs' has a legal definition. Students with Special Educational Needs all have 

learning differences or disabilities that make it harder for them to learn or access education than most students 

of the same age. These students may need extra or different help from that given to other students of the same 

age. The law says that students do not have learning difficulties just because their first language is not English. 

However, we are aware that some of these students may have learning difficulties as well. There are no hard 

and fast categories of Special Educational Needs. Each student is unique and there is a wide spectrum of Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities that are frequently interrelated, although there are also specific needs that 

usually relate to particular types of impairment. Students will have needs and requirements that may fall into at 

least one of four areas, although many students will have interrelated needs. These needs should be taken into 

account when teachers plan lessons as they can impact considerably on the student's ability to function, learn 

and succeed. 

 

The Four Areas of “Need” 
 

1. Communication and Interaction 

 

Speech, Language & Communication Needs (SLCN) - Young people with speech, language and 

communication needs may have difficulty in understanding and/or making others understand information 

conveyed through spoken language. Their acquisition of speech and their oral language skills may be significantly 

behind their peers. Their speech may be poor or unintelligible and may have both receptive and expressive 

language difficulties. They may experience problems with articulation and the production of speech sounds or 

may have a severe stammer. 

 

Young people with language impairments find it hard to understand and/or use words in context. They may use 

words incorrectly with inappropriate grammatical patterns, have reduced vocabulary or find it hard to recall 

words and express ideas. They may also hear or see a word but not be able to understand its meaning or have 

trouble getting others to understand what they are trying to say. 

 

Hearing Impairment (HI) -Young people with a hearing impairment range from those with a mild hearing 

loss to those who are profoundly deaf. They cover the whole ability range. For educational purposes, young 

people are regarded as having a hearing impairment if they require hearing aids: (e.g. use of EDULINK), 

adaptations to their environment and/or particular teaching strategies in order to access the concepts and 

language of the curriculum. A number of young people with a hearing impairment also have an additional 

disability or learning difficulty and this can affect their ability to communication effectively. They may need 

support from the speech and language service who regularly visit the school. 

  

Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD / Asperger Syndrome) - Autism is a lifelong developmental disability 

which affects how people communicate and interact with the world. One in 100 people are on the autism 

spectrum and there are around 700,000 autistic adults and children in the UK. Autism is a spectrum condition 

and affects people in different ways. Like all people, autistic people have their own strengths and weaknesses. 

More men and boys are currently diagnosed with autism than women and girls. The most up-to-date ratio is 

3:1 (The National Autistic Society) 
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2. Cognition and Learning: Thinking & Understanding 

 

Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD) such as dyslexia - literacy; dyspraxia - movement; dysfluency - 

stammering / sequencing; problem with short term memory; understanding and responding to the verbal 

communication of others; processing information and responding appropriately (semantic pragmatic disorder). 

 

Moderate Learning Difficulty (MLD) Young people with moderate learning difficulties will have attainments 

significantly below expected levels in most areas of the curriculum, despite appropriate interventions. Their 

needs will not be able to be met by normal differentiation and the flexibilities of the National Curriculum. They 

have much greater difficulty than their peers in acquiring basic literacy and numeracy skills and in understanding 

concepts. They may also have associated speech and language delay, low self-esteem, low levels of concentration 

and under- developed social skills. 

 

Severe Learning Difficulty (SLD) Young people with severe learning difficulties have significant intellectual 

or cognitive impairments. This has a major effect on their ability to participate in the school curriculum without 

support. They may also have difficulties in mobility and co- ordination, communication and perception and the 

acquisition of self-help skills. They will need support in all areas of the curriculum and they may also require 

teaching of self-help, independence and social skills. 

 

3. Social, Emotional and Mental Heath 

 

For some children and young people, difficulties in their emotional and social development, can mean that they 

require additional and different provision in order for them to achieve. Children and young people who have 

difficulties with their emotional and social development may have difficulty with their social skills and find it 

difficult to make and sustain healthy relationships. These difficulties may be displayed through the child or young 

person becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as through challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. A 

wide range and degree of mental health problems might require special provision to be made. These could 

manifest as difficulties such as problems of mood (anxiety or depression), problems of conduct (oppositional 

problems and more severe conduct problems including aggression), selfharming, substance abuse, eating 

disorders or physical symptoms that are medically unexplained. Some children and young people may 

  

have other recognised disorders such as attention deficit disorder (ADD), attention deficit hyperactive disorder 

(ADHD), attachment disorder, autism or pervasive developmental disorder, an anxiety disorder, Tourette’s, a 

disruptive disorder or, rarely, schizophrenia or bipolar disorder. 

 

4. Sensory and Physical Needs 

 

Visual impairment (VI) - Young people with VI cover the whole ability range. For educational purposes, a 

child is considered to be visually impaired if they require adaptations to their environment or specific 

differentiation of learning materials in order to access the curriculum. 

 

Hearing Impairment (HI) - Young people with a hearing impairment range from those with a mild hearing 

loss to those who are profoundly deaf. They cover the whole ability range. For educational purposes, young 

people are regarded as having a hearing impairment if they require hearing aids: (e.g. use of EDULINK), 

adaptations to their environment and/or particular teaching strategies in order to access the concepts and 

language of the curriculum. A number of young people with a hearing impairment also have an additional 

disability or learning difficulty. 
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Physical Disability (PD) - There is a wide range of physical disabilities and young people cover the whole 

ability range. Some young people are able to access the curriculum and learn effectively without additional 

educational provision. They have a disability but do not have a special educational need. For others the impact 

on their education may be severe. 

 

Other Sensory Disorders - In some people, the brain has trouble organizing and responding to information 

from the senses. Certain sounds, sights, smells, textures and tastes can create a feeling of “sensory overload.” 

Bright or flickering lights, loud noises, certain textures of food and scratchy clothing are just some of the triggers 

that can make students feel overwhelmed and anxious. There are two types of sensory processing challenges, 

and many people experience a mix of the two. One is oversensitivity (hypersensitivity). This leads to sensory 

avoidance—students avoid sensory input because it’s too overwhelming. The other is under-sensitivity 

(hyposensitivity). This causes students to be sensory seeking—they look for more sensory stimulation. Often, 

students with sensory processing issues can present as oversensitive where they might try to avoid sensations 

they find overwhelming. However, some students seek more sensory input, not less. They may need to touch 

things and feel physical contact and pressure. They may also be less resistant to pain and have an unusually high 

tolerance for it. 

 

That’s why they may prefer playing rough and not understand if they’re hurting someone. Some students may 

be both sensory avoiding and sensory seeking. They may be oversensitive to some sensations, and less reactive 

to others. A child’s reactions can also change from one day to the next, or even throughout the day, depending 

on the environment or situation. Sensory processing issues aren’t a specific learning disability. But they can have 

a large impact on learning. 

 


